
STATE OF HAWAl'I 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation 
Honolulu, Hawai'i 

May 10, 2024 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawai'i 
Honolulu, HI 

Land Board Members: 

SUBJECT: Request approval for temporary anchoring of wa'a in Kualoa waters; 
waiver of mooring and anchoring fees for wa'a; and approval of thrill craft 
use for safety purposes outside of designated thrill craft riding areas for 
the 2024 Festival of Pacific Arts & Culture. 

SUMMARY: 

This submittal requests that the Board of Land and Natural Resources (Board) approve 
temporary anchoring of wa'a (canoes); waive mooring and anchoring fees for wa'a; and 
approve use of thrill craft outside of designated thrill craft riding areas for safety 
purposes for the 13th Festival of Pacific Arts & Culture (FestPAC) of 2024. 

DISCUSSION: 

As detailed on their website, 1 FestPAC is the world's largest celebration of indigenous 
Pacific Islanders. First held in 1972 in Suva, Fiji, FestPAC celebrates the unique 
traditions, artistry, and diverse cultures of the Pacific region, serving as a platform for 
Pacific Island nations to showcase their rich heritage and artistic talents. FestPAC has 
preserved traditional arts & culture and also served as a platform for contemporary 
Pacific Island artists to express their creativity and address contemporary issues. One 
of FestPAC's most important objectives is to promote cultural exchange and 
understanding among the participants. FestPAC has been hosted by different Pacific 
Island nations on a rotational basis, with this year's FestPAC being held in Hawai'i. 

FestPAC will be held from June 6, 2024 through June 16, 2024, and participating wa'a 
will begin arriving to Hawai'i in early June 2024 (FestPAC 2024 Schedule attached as 
Exhibit A). Wa'a will be moored or stored offsite and would start arriving in Kane'ohe 
Bay on or around June 3, 2024 in anticipation of official FestPAC activities. FestPAC 
organizers therefore request accommodations in Kualoa waters for these wa'a 
beginning June 3, 2024. FestPAC organizers request authorization to install seven (7) 

1 https://www.festpachawaii.org 
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