
State of Hawai`i
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

May 23, 2025 

Chairperson and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii  

Land Board Members: 

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF HEARING MASTER’S REPORT, AND APPROVAL 
AND RECOMMENDATION TO THE GOVERNOR FOR ISSUANCE OF 
AN EXECUTIVE ORDER TO SET ASIDE STATE LANDS AT ‘ILIO POINT, 

-1-
NATURAL RESOURCES, DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE, 

AND 

ISSUANCE OF AN IMMEDIATE RIGHT OF ENTRY TO THE DIVISION 
OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE FOR MANAGEMENT PURPOSES. 

TRUST LAND STATUS: 
Not applicable – Land acquired after August 1959 
Not DHHL Entitlement Land – Not subject to the 30% entitlement under the 
Hawaii State Constitution 

BACKGROUND: 
-1-

jurisdiction of the Department of Land and Natural Resources Land Division but has 
abundant natural resources and has been recommended for inclusion in the Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife’s Natural Area Reserve System  to provide protection and 
management as a biodiverse coastal reserve for native Hawaiian plants, seabirds, and 
marine mammals. Management of the 261-acre parcel as a Natural Area Reserve 

that is part of a larger coastal wilderness 
area on the northwestern tip of Molokai. This area contains significant geological 
features, including lithified dunes, sea cliffs, subfossil bird bones, and land snails. 

This designation aligns with adjacent conservation lands: 
Mokio property

, managed by The Nature Conservancy 

Together, these areas will protect ~2,800 acres and 4.5 miles of coastline. 
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DISCUSSION:
The NARS Commission recommended adding ‘Ilio Point to the NARS on August 25, 

A 
public hearing was held on November 9, 2009, according to HRS § 195- , with 
testimony mostly in support, providing comments, or requesting additional information. 
NARS staff also conducted a public informational meeting to give more details about the 
proposal on November 18, 2009. Attachment 2 contains a hearing master’s report, a 
summary of the oral and written testimony received, and a summary of the public 
informational meeting.  
 
One challenge from the Division’s perspective is that the property is designated as a 

access until potential unexploded ordnance is cleared. However, several factors support 
transferring the parcel to the Division of Forestry and Wildlife: 
 

1. Liability: The legal liability to DLNR remains the same whether the land is 
designated as unencumbered state land or under a Forestry and Wildlife 

 
2. : The area warrants active management to preserve its 

ecological value. 
3. : In recent years, the urgency of protecting this ecosystem 

has grown, mainly due to rapidly expanding Axis deer populations that are 
causing significant damage to native vegetation. 

4. Capacity to Manage: The Division has increased its capacity through additional 
civil service positions and contract labor, specifically to support management 
efforts in this area. 

Given these factors, the Division recommends proceeding with the transfer. The 
Moloka‘i Land Trust has committed to being an active partner, and a federal grant has 
been secured to construct a protective fence around a portion of ‘Ilio. 
 
Community Involvement 

During subsequent meetings with the community and correspondence with the Marine 

in ensuring that the Department of Land and s closely 
with the Moloka‘i community, particularly residents of Kaluako‘i, in the development and 
implementation of management plans and activities for the ‘Ilio Point area. 

Requests included incorporating traditional and community-based knowledge, 
managing mauka- -to- establishing a community 
governance framework to integrate the goals and objectives of the State of Hawai‘i 
Ocean Resources Management Plan into future planning efforts. Additionally, individuals 
requested that lineal descendants be formally recognized and consulted during the 
planning and management of ‘Ilio Point. 



ACCEPTANCE OF HEARING MASTER’S REPORT; RECOMMEND ISSUANCE OF 

-1- LNR DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE 

3 

Community Feedback Summary

Attendees at these community meetings generally agreed that management at ‘Ilio 
Point is necessary and expressed support for the NAR designation, provided that 
specific community priorities and concerns are addressed: 

- : Community members emphasized the 
importance of ongoing funding for management activities, beyond initial 
establishment efforts. 

 :
o Continued shoreline access for fishermen was requested.
o Access to deer outside fenced areas for community food security. 
o Access for camping and hiking, emphasizing maintaining the area for 

community use rather than tourism.
 : Support for the NAR designation 

and related projects was contingent on assurances that traditional and 
subsistence access would be protected. 

Conclusion 

DLNR staff acknowledge the importance of continued community involvement in the 
management of ‘Ilio Point. These informal meetings helped rebuild trust and reaffirm the 
community’s support, provided that access, subsistence rights, and long-term 
stewardship commitments are maintained. DLNR remains committed to integrating 
community feedback into the final management plans and ensuring meaningful 
engagement with Moloka‘i residents moving forward.  

Access, Unexploded Ordnance, and Environmental Hazards 

Ilio Point has a documented history of military use, including as a United States Coast 
Guard LORAN Station and as a World War II-era aerial bombing and strafing range 
operated by the U.S. Navy. These historic uses have resulted in the presence of 
unexplod -site. 

quitclaim deed. Under the terms of the deed, the state was assigned responsibility for 
UXO and hazardous material clearance. The deed also prohibits public access to the 
site until the surface has been cleared of UXO. Accordingly, the area is currently closed 
to public access under DLNR Land Division rules. Transferring the land to the Division 
of Forestry and Wildlife will not affect this access restriction.

with its prior military use. Portions of the property have undergone superficial UXO 
clearance, with selected zones—including areas near the former Coast Guard 
buildings—receiving multiple surface sweeps and subsurface clearance.
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former Coast Guard structures on the site contain environmental hazards, specifically 
lead and asbestos contamination. Should the Division assume management of the 
parcel, it will become responsible for addressing these hazards as part of its ongoing 
resource management responsibilities.

In 2010, the U.S. Coast Guard conducted a debris remediation project at the former 
LORAN station. This effort involved removing electrical equipment, batteries, and 
metallic waste from areas near the shoreline. Contaminants of concern included 
polychlorinated biph

-remediation verification sampling 
concluded that remaining contaminant levels in the soil fall below action limits for human 
health and environmental exposure under the anticipated land use. 

While the 2010 remediation addressed several environmental concerns, the presence of 
UXO and structural contamination remains a barrier to public access and will require 
long-term management oversight. 
 
CHAPTER 343 – ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 

This action involves only a transfer in management jurisdiction and does not constitute a 
use of State lands or funds. Therefore, this action is exempt from the requirements of 

statements.  

The Division of Forestry and Wildlife shall ensure compliance with Chapter 343, HRS, 
as amended, for any future actions or program activities conducted under the NARS or 
related conservation initiatives. 

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board: 
 

 

 Approve of and recommend to the Governor the issuance of an executive 
order setting aside approximately 261 acres, to be determined by survey 

-1-02:06, 
to the State of Hawaii, Department of Land and Natural Resources, 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife, under the terms and conditions cited 
above, which are by reference incorporated herein and subject further to 
the following: 
a. The standard terms and conditions of the most current executive 

order form, as may be amended from time to time. 
b. Disapproval by the Legislature by two-thirds vote of either the 

House of Representatives or the Senate or by a majority vote by 
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both in any regular or special session next following the date of the 
setting aside.

c. Review and approval by the Department of the Attorney General.
d. Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the 

Chairperson to best serve the interests of the State.

Authorize issuance of an immediate management right of entry to the 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife covering the subject area under the terms 
and conditions cited above, effective immediately upon transfer from Land 
Division, which are by this reference incorporated herein and further 
subject to the following:
a. The standard terms and conditions of the most current right of entry 

permit form as may be amended from time to time;
b. Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the 

Chairperson to best serve the interests of the State.

Respectfully Submitted,

___________________________
DAVID G. SMITH, Administrator 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL:

_____________________________
DAWN N.S. CHANG, Chairperson

Attachment 1: Map and Proposal for the ‘Ilio Point Natural Area Reserve 
Attachment 2: Hearing Master’s Report – ‘Ilio Point Natural Area Reserve
























































