




















  
 

 
 

   

     
    

      

  
   

       

 

     
       

      
       

       
   

       
  

    
     

          
      

     

DAWN N. S. CHANG 
CHAIRPERSON JOSH GREEN, M.D. 

BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
GOVERNOR | COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT 
SYLVIA LUKE 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR | 

DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

LAND DIVISION 

P.O. BOX 621 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96809 

September 12, 2025 

EXEMPTION NOTIFICATION 

Regarding the preparation of an environmental assessment pursuant to Chapter 343, HRS and 
Chapter 11-200, HAR. 

Project: Annual Renewal of Revocable Permits for the island of Hawaii for 
the 2026 Calendar Year 

Project Location: Various location on the island of Hawaii 

Project Description: Renew existing revocable permits (RPs) for a term of one year. 

Chap. 343 Trigger(s): Use of State Land 

Exemption Class No.: In accordance with Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) 11-200.1-
15 and -16 and the Exemption List for the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources reviewed and concurred on by the Environmental 
Council on November 10, 2020, the subject request is exempt from 
the preparation of an environmental assessment pursuant to: 

General Exemption Type 1: "Operations, repairs or maintenance of 
existing structures, facilities, equipment, or topographical features, 
involving negligible or no expansion or change of use beyond that 
previously existing.” 

Part I, Item 44: “Permits, licenses, registrations, and rights-of-entry 
issued by the Department that are routine in nature, involving 
negligible impacts beyond that previously existing. 

The subject request is a de minimis action that will probably have 
minimal or no significant effect on the environment and should be 
declared exempt from the preparation of an environmental 
assessment. 



 
  

           
        
       

          

  
      

  
      

      

         
     

      
   

     
          
        

       
 

 
          

   
  

        
      

      
        

   
       

       

         
       

    
        

          

Cumulative Impact of 
Planned Successive 
Action in Same Place 
Significant?: 

Particularly Sensitive 
Environment?: 

Analysis: 

` 

The renewal of the RPs are not anticipated to have a significant 
cumulative impact. For those RPs that have been issued for 
agricultural and pasture purposes, the lands have historically been 
used for such purposes and any impacts from the uses have not 
resulted in any significant cumulative impacts.  

For those uses in the Urban District, those uses are compatible with 
existing County Zoning and Ordinances. Further, the uses are to be 
continued on previously developed areas and no new construction 
and improvements are being proposed. The continuation of the 
current uses are not anticipated to result in any significant 
cumulative impacts.  

For those uses in the Conservation District, the Office of 
Conservation and Coastal Lands requires consultation in the event 
that a proposed land use may require an approval or permit. Through 
their permitting process, environmental impacts and cumulative 
impacts would be addressed, especially if new construction and/or 
improvements were to be proposed. The renewal of RPs are not 
requesting any expansion of the existing use nor are they proposed 
new construction and therefore no cumulative impacts at these RP 
sites are anticipated as a result of the renewals. 

In the past, permits were issued for similar types of use in the area, 
which have resulted in no known significant adverse impacts to the 
natural and cultural resources in the RP areas. 

The renewal of the Hawaii Island RPs covers varying uses. 
However, those uses are consistent with State Land Use Districts 
and County Zoning. The continuing uses are appropriate for their 
specific areas. For example, the uses that are characterized as urban, 
utility, parking, industrial, office, etc. occur in already developed 
areas. Maintaining the current use is not anticipated to have adverse 
effects on the environment as these areas have already been 
disturbed and established as development. 

In addition, many of the agricultural and pasture RPs are in locations 
that have historically been used for these purposes and thus any 
environmental impacts would have already occurred long ago and 
may even pre-date current environmental laws. The RPs up for 
renewal will continue to use the lands for their historical purposes 



        

         
      

 
            

     
      

 
  

 
  
  
  
 
  
  

    
    
   
 

 
 

   
   
 

        
     

       
        

 

and thus no significant impacts are anticipated from the renewal of 
the permits. 

Staff notes that some of the RPs may even provide beneficial 
impacts such as public recreational spaces, scientific monitoring 
stations for streams, and the protection of archaeological resources. 

Staff also notes that there are several RPs within the State Land Use 
Conservation District. These uses may have specific exemptions 
already issued or environmental reviews done from when they were 
originally permitted by the Department. Nevertheless,    

Consulted Parties 
State Agencies: 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands 
Division of State Parks 
State Historic Preservation Division 
Hawaii District Land Office 
Commission on Water Resource Management 
Division of Aquatic Resources 

Department of Agriculture 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs 

County of Hawaii Agencies: 
Planning Department 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
Department of Water Supply 
Real Property Tax Office 

Recommendation: Declare that, after considering the potential effects of the proposed 
disposition as provided by Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200.1 
HAR, this project will probably have minimal or no significant 
effect on the environment and is therefore exempt from the 
preparation of an environmental assessment as a de minimis action. 
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