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H A W A I ‘ I 

1164 Bishop St., Ste. 1512 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

tpl.org 

 

October 20, 2025 

Sent Via Email: blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov 

BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES  
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
STATE OF HAWAII 
PO Box 621 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96809 

RE:     Testimony in Support of BLNR October 24, 2025 Meeting, Agenda Item C(1)(a) 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) Acquisition of Private Lands at Hamakualoa 
District, Island of Maui, Tax Map Key Numbers (2) 9-013:021, (2) 1-1-001:029, and (2) 1-1-
001:036. 

Aloha Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources, 

Trust for Public Land (“TPL”) is a non-profit land conservation organization. Our 
mission is to protect land for people, ensuring healthy, livable communities for generations 
to come. For 50 years we’ve worked to protect over 77,000 acres and 52 special places 
across Hawai‘i. Our Aloha ‘Āina Program protects lands that perpetuate Hawaiian culture 
and returns these lands to Native Hawaiian organizations for community and cultural 
stewardship. Our Sustainable Hawai‘i Program conserves lands that support local food 
production, our forests and their native species, and clean water sources with the goal of 
improving Hawai‘i’s self-sufficiency, and food security. 

About the Project: 
The purpose of this letter is to offer The Trust for Public Land’s unqualified support 

for the landscape level East Maui Coastal Forest Project generally and, more specifically, 
for the proposed acquisitions of three (3) parcels of land which we refer to as East Maui 
Coastal Forest Phase 2.   

These Phase 2 acquisitions would significantly increase the applicable acreage 
under protection in the area and provide habitat connectivity from the mountains to the 
sea by protecting unique coastal forested lands located along the world-famous Hana 
Highway on Maui’s rural northeast coast.  Acquisition of these parcels will allow managed 
public access for recreational, subsistence, and cultural uses.  As part of this multi-phase 
landscape level project, these lands contain critical habitat for threatened or endangered 
plant and animal species, as well as unique and important perennial streams.  
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Due to the size and location of these Phase 2 lands, we believe these parcels are 

highly strategic from both a conservation and public access standpoint.  Therefore, we 
strongly support the acquisition of these three (3) parcels for the benefits of increased 
mauka to makai connectivity, protection of important watershed resources and critical 
habitat for threatened and endangered plants and animals, as well as enhanced public 
access. 

 
Community Support: 
  In addition, please see the attached in support of the proposed acquisitions now 
before the Board: Twelve Letters of Support from a range of local nonprofit organizations, 
government agencies, elected officials, and community organizations. 
 
1. ‘Aha Moku o Maui, Ko’olau Representative  
2. Commission on Water Resource Management 
3. East Maui Water Authority 
4. Hawaii Islands Land Trust 
5. ʻAha Wai o Maui Hikina 
6. Koa Range  
7. Mahina Poepoe, State Representative 
8. Mayor Richard Bissen, County of Maui 
9. Nā Ala Hele Community Advisory Board, Equestrian Group 
10. Nā Moku ʻAupuni ʻo Ko’olau Hui 
11. Shane Sinenci, Maui County Council 
12. Sierra Club Maui Group 

 
We humbly ask for the Board of Land and Natural Resources to approve the 

acquisition of these important East Maui lands. 
  
Sincerely,  
THE TRUST FOR PUBLIC LAND 
  
  

 
Adam “Aka” Wedemeyer 
Sustainable Hawai‘i Project Manager 
 

 



East Maui Coastal Rainforest
Maui Hikina Makai

Project Overview
The Trust for Public Land (TPL) is 
assisting the State of Hawaiʻi, 
Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR), Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) in 
protecting a significant stretch of 
coastline and forested lands along the 
windward coast of Haleakalā in East 
Maui. The goal is to protect over 1,750 
acres in four or more phases, 
connecting the Koʻolau Forest Reserve 
to the coast, conserving significant 
natural and cultural resources, and 
providing managed public access to 
forest and shoreline areas for 
recreational, cultural, and subsistence 
uses.

Phase One — Completed
Phase One was completed in March 
2025 with the DLNR/DOFAW’s 
acquisition of 88.4 acres at West 
Makaīwa and Hoalua stream.  

Phase Two — In Process
DLNR/DOFAW and TPL are moving 
forward with Phase Two, the proposed 
acquisition of three parcels at Makaīwa 
totaling 732.9 acres.  Using private 
funds, TPL will purchase the parcels 
and donate them to DLNR/DOFAW.  
The parcels have disclosed title 
issues, and are therefore proposed for 
state acquisition as a donation using 
private funds only.

Future Phases
TPL will continue to partner with 
DLNR/DOFAW to complete the project 
over multiple phases and years to 
protect up to 1,750 acres of coastal 
land in East Maui. 

Connecting Mauka to Makai
This multi-phase, landscape-level initiative aims to enhance the long-
term management and protection of the natural and cultural resources 
of the Maui Hikina (East Maui) north shore. By preventing the 
conversion of these lands into private estates, the project supports 
carefully managed public access for recreational, subsistence, and 
cultural practices—restoring community connections that have long 
been restricted.

The project also safeguards vital ecological resources by linking the 
Koʻolau Forest Reserve to the coast, expanding protections for lowland 
forests and perennial streams. These connections are essential for 
native biodiversity and watershed health. The initiative preserves 
critical dark flyways from mountain to sea for the endangered ʻuaʻu 
(Hawaiian petrel), which nests in Haleakalā National Park—home to the 
species’ largest known colony.

The project area includes 8.6 acres of federally designated critical 
habitat for five rare coastal plant species, important habitat for two 
endangered native damselfly species found in East Maui streams, 
foraging and roosting areas for the endangered Hawaiian hoary bat, 
and coastal nesting sites for ten seabird species—two of which are 
federally listed as endangered.

Overall, this project will enhance watershed resilience, protect 
bioculturally significant landscapes, and strengthen community 
connection to the Maui Hikina windward coast.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Aka Wedemeyer
Sustainable Hawaiʻi Project Manager
808.489.7126
Aka.Wedemeyer@tpl.org 



7/9/25 

Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaiʻi 
Department of Land and Natural Resources Division of Forestry and Wildlife Kalanimoku Building 
1151 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 

RE: Letter of Support for AGENDA ITEM: October 24, 2025 Meeting, Agenda Item C(1)(a) 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) Acquisition of Private Lands at Hamakualoa District, 
Island of Maui, Tax Map Key Numbers (2) 9-013:021, (2) 1-1-001:029, and (2) 1-1-001:036.

Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board, 

I am writing in support of the Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife’s proposed acquisition of three parcels in East Maui, totaling approximately 733 acres within 
the ahupuaʻa of Papaʻaea Nui, Makaīwa, Moʻoloa, Kolea, and Loʻiloa. This acquisition—Phase 2 of the 
East Maui Coastal Rainforest project—represents a timely opportunity to ensure long-term stewardship 
of important coastal lands, while advancing both cultural access and watershed resilience. 

I am the Aha Moku Maui Island Councils, Ko’olau District Representative. 

The acquisition would help prevent the subdivision and development of these lands into private estates, 
which could compromise ecological function and limit shoreline access. Instead, the proposed action 
would enable managed public access for recreational, subsistence, and traditional uses, including 
gathering and fishing practices that have supported East Maui families for generations. 

Importantly, the project would also enhance watershed-scale conservation by protecting native forest 
and perennial stream corridors from the upper slopes to the coastline. These mauka to makai connections 
are critical for sustaining native biodiversity, supporting groundwater recharge, and reducing 
sedimentation and nutrient runoff to nearshore waters. Protecting intact stream systems in this region 
helps maintain the health of native freshwater species and ensures the long-term viability of traditional 
practices that rely on clean, flowing water. 

In addition to these hydrological benefits, the parcels provide habitat for endangered species, including 
the Hawaiian hoary bat and native seabirds, and are part of a critical dark flyway for the ʻuaʻu. 
Conserving this area strengthens the ecological integrity of East Maui’s coastline and uplands, while 
also safeguarding cultural landscapes and practices tied to place. 

I respectfully encourage your support for this acquisition, which will provide lasting public benefits by 
protecting natural resources, supporting traditional access and use, and reinforcing the resilience of East 
Maui’s mauka to makai systems. 

Very truly yours, 
Kyle K. Nakanelua 
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Testimony of the 
Commission on Water Resource Management 

in consideration of 
Acquisition of East Maui Parcels by the Trust for Public Land  

for the Division of Forestry of Wildlife 
 
This initiative proposes that the Trust for Public Land purchase three parcels of land in Makaīwa, Maui 
– totaling 732.9 acres – and donate them to the Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW). Following Phase One, which secured 88.4 acres at West Makaīwa, 
Phase Two advances this multi-phase effort to ultimately protect up to 1,750 acres of ecologically, 
hydrologically, and culturally significant coastal lands in East-Maui. The initiative strengthens long-
term management and protection of the natural and cultural resources of Maui Hikina (East Maui). Staff 
from the Commission on Water Resource Management (Commission) strongly supports this project. 
 
The protection of the Makaīwa lands presents a vital opportunity to advance watershed-scale 
conservation and stewardship in East Maui. These lands are part of a critical hydrological system that 
sustains drinking water for communities, supports ecosystems, and traditional and cultural practices. 
Safeguarding these lands is essential not only to protect public trust resources, but also to enable 
expanded management strategies that enhance the integrity and resilience of the entire watershed. 
 
The Makaīwa region presents an incredible opportunity for large-scale ecological restoration. With the 
removal of invasive species, and the reintroduction of native plants, the landscape can begin to recover 
its natural structure and function. This process improves soil and water retention and reduces 
sedimentation in streams and nearshore areas. Under DOFAW’s stewardship, targeted riparian 
restoration will enhance stream health by providing more suitable habitat for native aquatic species 
such as ʻoʻopu, hīhīwai, ʻōpae, and āholehole. 
 
These efforts also support the restoration of a ma uka to ma kai continuum, supporting ideal habitats 
and for hydrologic flows and natural infrastructure for climate change resiliency. This work helps to 
secure safe and sustainable drinking water sources, restore ecosystem functions, and sustain the 
biocultural landscape of Maui Hikina for current and future generations. 
 
The Commission remains committed to supporting efforts that protect and restore native watersheds, 
enhance ecosystem and community resilience, and safeguard and safeguard traditional and customary 
resources – especially those dependent on healthy stream systems and aquatic habitats.  
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify in strong support of this project. 



 
 
 

 
Eia no o kūlanihākoʻi, no kakou e mālama ai! 

~Here indeed is Heaven reflected on Earth, it is for all of us to Protect, Preserve and Sustain~ 

July 30, 2025 
   
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaiʿi Department of Land and Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
1151 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‛i  96813 

 
RE:  Support for Phase 2 DLNR acquisition of East Maui lands   
 
Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members, 
 
I am writing in support of the Hawaiʻi Department of Land and Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and 
Wildlife’s (DoFAW) proposed acquisition and protection of three parcels of land in East Maui, located in 
the moku of Hāmākualoa and Koʻolau, totaling approximately 733 acres. The East Maui Coastal Rainforest 
Phase 2 is part of a broader, landscape-level initiative to acquire and conserve over 20 strategically 
important parcels adjacent to the State’s existing Koʻolau Forest Reserve and other state-managed lands 
along East Maui’s coastline.  This project and the larger conservation effort it is part of, represents an 
important opportunity to connect mauka to makai by protecting a stretch of coastal forest along the Maui 
Hikina coast. The area is ecologically and culturally significant. Perennial streams running through these 
lands support native freshwater species essential to the health and function of traditional Hawaiian stream 
ecosystems. These species are not only ecologically important but are also part of the cultural heritage of 
East Maui.  Incorporating these parcels into the Koʻolau Forest Reserve will add to a contiguous network 
of 108,000 acres of protected lands. This will strengthen watershed resilience, preserve biodiversity, and 
safeguard cultural practices tied to native ecosystems and landscapes.   
 
Our department greatly appreciates DoFAW’s efforts to manage our local watershed to create a healthy 
eco-system which protects our local water resources.  This acquisition to bring additional lands into the 
state forest reserve helps to increase the effectiveness of watershed management programs to mitigate future 
losses of water in the region due to climate change.   For these reasons, I respectfully urge your support of 
this phase of the East Maui Coastal Rainforest project—for the benefits it will bring in water resource and 
habitat protection, and long-term conservation of native species, stream ecosystems, and coastal forests.   
 
       Respectfully, 
     
 
 

Gina Young 

RICHARD T. BISSEN, JR. 
Mayor 

 
JOSIAH K. NISHITA  

 Managing Director 
 

GINA M. YOUNG 
Director  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

EAST MAUI WATER AUTHORITY 
COUNTY OF MAUI 

200 SOUTH HIGH STREET 
WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAIʻI 96793 

  

 
 



  

          October 15, 2025 

Aloha mai kākou,  

My name is Scott Fisher, and I am the Director of ʻĀina Stewardship for the Hawaiʻi 
Land Trust, a state-wide conservation nonprofit organization.  I am writing today to offer my 
support for the acquisition of the 651-acre East Maui Coastal Rainforest parcels by the State 
Department of Land and Natural Resources.  Doing so will serve as an important win for both 
the lands and people of Maui.   
 Perhaps most important, this acquisition will significantly expand Maui's 108,000-acre 
contiguous network of protected reserves, which encompass Haleakalā.  Protecting these lands 
will provide perpetual protection of native forest and seabird habitat, 14 streams, and numerous 
bays along Maui’s north coast.  In addition to providing important habitat for both avian and 
stream fauna, proper management of this area will help to ensure abundant freshwater resources 
which will play a critical role in maintaining Maui’s resilience to the impacts of climate change.  

In addition to these important natural resources, the land proposed for acquisition also 
spans 14 ahupuaʻa, and holds numerous cultural sites and features, illustrating the importance of 
this land to ka poʻe kāhiko.  As I have explored these lands, I have become aware of the rich 
cultural heritate of this ‘āina, as illustrated by the numerous loʻi kalo still visible in the valleys 
along the coast.  One possible management strategy which I hope will be considered is to resotre 
these loʻi kalo to full production.  Doing so would have important benefits for both food security 
on Maui, as well as the health of the near-shore ecosystems along this coast.  One study 
conducted in the nation of Palau found that loʻi kalo can attenuate up to 93% of the sediment 
flowing into them.  This suggests a fairly straightforward link between the restoration of loʻi kalo 
and the improved health of near shore marine ecosystems.   

Thank you for considering this project, which will bring numerous environmental and 
cultural benefits to Maui. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at your 
earliest convenience.   
 
Mahalo 

 

Scott Fisher, Ph.D.  



  
 
 
 

 
Eia no o kūlanihākoʻi, no kakou e mālama ai! 

~Here indeed is Heaven reflected on Earth, it is for all of us to Protect, Preserve and Sustain~ 

 
August 01, 2025 

 
 
The Board of Land and Natural Resources, 
  State of Hawaiʻi Department of Land and Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Kalanimoku Building 
1151 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‛i  96813 
 
Aloha e Chair Dawn Chang and Board Members: 
 

SUBJECT: LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE APPROVAL OF PHASE 
TWO OF THE EAST MAUI COASTAL FOREST PROJECT 

 
 On May 23, 2025, our Board, the ̒ Aha Wai O Maui Hikina (AWOMH, East Maui Regional 
Community Board) unanimously voted to support the Department of Land and Natural Resources, 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife’s proposed acquisition and protection of three parcels of land 
totaling approximately 733 acres in the East Maui ahupuaʿa of Papaʿaea Nui, East Makaīwa, 
Moʿoloa, Kolea, and Loʿiloa.  
 

During the May 23 meeting, the AWOMH received a presentation from Scott Fretz of the 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife and Lea Hong, Director of the Trust for Public Lands.  They 
reviewed the East Maui Coastal Rainforest Phase 2 as well as the broader initiative to acquire and 
conserve over 20 strategically important parcels adjacent to the State’s existing Koʻolau Forest 
Reserve and other state-managed lands along East Maui’s coastline.  

 
The area is ecologically and culturally significant. The parcels include habitat for 

threatened or endangered plant species which are essential to the health and function of traditional 
Hawaiian stream ecosystems. These species are not only ecologically important but are also part 
of the biocultural heritage of East Maui.  Incorporating these parcels into the Koʻolau Forest 
Reserve will create a contiguous network of 108,000 acres of protected lands. This will strengthen 
watershed resilience, preserve biodiversity, and safeguard cultural practices tied to native 
ecosystems and landscapes.  

 

DR. JONATHAN LIKEKE SCHEUER 
Chair 

 
KYLE NAKANELUA 

Vice Chair 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

`AHA WAI O MAUI HIKINA, 
EAST MAUI REGIONAL 
COMMUNITY BOARD 

200 SOUTH HIGH STREET 
WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAIʻI, 96793 

Board.EMRCB@mauicounty.gov     
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Dawn N.S. Chang, Chairperson and 
Members, Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR) 
August 01, 2025 
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Eia no o kūlanihākoʻi, no kakou e mālama ai! 

~Here indeed is Heaven reflected on Earth, it is for all of us to Protect, Preserve and Sustain~ 

The AWOMH appreciates DoFAW’s efforts to manage our local watershed to create a 
healthy ecosystem which protects our local water resources. By bringing additional lands into the 
state forest reserve, this acquisition will help increase the effectiveness of watershed management 
programs to mitigate future losses of water in the region due to climate change. 

 
The AWOMH asks the Division of Forestry and Wildlife consult, listen, and work with the 

AWOMH and the community so that we are all in alignment with the management of these lands. 
 
We respectfully request your support of Phase 2 of the East Maui Coastal Rainforest 

project—for the benefits it will bring in water resource and habitat protection, and long-term 
conservation of native species, stream ecosystems, and coastal forests. 
 
 

Respectfully, 
 

     
 

DR. JONATHAN LIKEKE SCHEUER 
Chair 
‘Aha Wai O Maui Hikina 

 
 

 
 
cc:  Gina Young, Director, of the Department of the East Maui Water Authority  
       Members of the ‘Aha Wai O Maui Hikina, East Maui Regional Community Board 
  
    
 
JLS:clv 
 

 



Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaiʻi 
Kalanimoku Building 
1151 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 

07/15/2025 

RE: Support for Proposed Acquisition – East Maui Coastal Rainforest (Phase 2) 

Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board, 

I am writing to express my support for the Division of Forestry and Wildlife’s proposed acquisition of 
approximately 733 acres across three (3) parcels in the ahupuaʻa of Papaʻaea Nui, Makaīwa, Moʻoloa, Kolea, and 
Loʻiloa in East Maui District. This initiative, known as Phase 2 of the East Maui Coastal Rainforest project, 
presents an important chance to preserve a remarkable stretch of coastline for past, present and future generations 
to come. 

As someone who cares deeply about the long-term health of our natural and cultural resources, I see this 
acquisition as an opportunity to protect lands that are not only biologically rich but also culturally significant.  

I have a deep family history in this community, stretching back up to five (5) generations with my three (3) 
children being the sixth (6), following in my footsteps. I also grew up in the East Maui area (Kailua) where I still 
reside till this day.  

My grandfather, Joe Range and father, Kini Range, were the original pioneers of this community. Together they 
would hunt and gather food/resources from the Mauka regions, working down to the mesic forests where they 
would farm and raise cattle, continuing to the ocean where they would fish and dive. I was blessed to witness 
these experiences first hand and now have the same opportunity to teach my children the importance of proper 
stewardship through a Native Hawaiians perspective or “lens”. I know and believe The Department of Land and 
Natural Resources staff wears those same lenses.  

I've been blessed throughout my younger career and spent about eight (8) years of my life working in the 
Conservation, Forestry and Watershed field. Still till this day, the best job I ever had! I’ve worked alongside and 
witnessed the amazing work, skills, dedication and leadership of what The Department Of Land and Natural 
Resources staff are capable of and continue to surpass everyday.  

Without proactive action, these parcels could be at risk of being fragmented into private developments that limit 
access and alter the character of the landscape. By keeping these lands protected, we can help ensure continued 
access for fishing, gathering, and other practices that have long supported East Maui communities. 

This project also advances broader conservation goals by securing vital habitat and maintaining ecological 
connectivity from mauka to makai. The streams and forests within these parcels support native species and play a 
key role in recharging aquifers and reducing runoff to nearshore environments. Protecting these systems helps to 
stabilize watersheds, improve water quality, and enhance resilience against the growing impacts of climate 
change. 

I encourage the Board to approve this acquisition and help move forward a project that benefits the environment, 
cultural practice, and the broader public good. Mahalo for your time and consideration in this matter. 

Mahalo, 
Marcus “Koa” Range 
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August 1, 2025 
 
Ms. Dawn Chang, Chair 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Kalanimoku Building 
1151 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 
 
RE: Support for East Maui Coastal Rainforest Phase 2 Acquisition 
 
Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board, 
 
I write in strong support of the proposed acquisition and protection of approximately 
733 acres across three parcels in the Hāmākualoa and Koʻolau moku of East Maui. 
These lands—located in the ahupuaʻa of Papaʻaea Nui, East Makaiwa, Moʻoloa, Kolea, 
and Loʻiloa—represent a critical piece of the broader East Maui Coastal Rainforest 
initiative. 
 
This project is part of a long-term, landscape-level vision to protect over 20 
interconnected parcels along the rural Hāna Highway corridor, linking mauka to makai 
resources through permanent conservation. Once added to the existing Koʻolau Forest 
Reserve and other state-managed lands, this phase will help create a contiguous 
network of more than 108,000 acres of protected forest, watershed, and cultural 
landscapes. 
 
As the State Representative for House District 13, which encompasses this region, I am 
aware firsthand of the deep value our communities place on access to shoreline areas 
and the protection of native ecosystems. This effort will not only preserve rare coastal 
rainforest and perennial streams, but also improve managed public access for  
 
recreational, cultural, and subsistence uses in areas where access has long been 
restricted. 
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Representative Mahina Poepoe 

415 S. Beretania Street, Room 331 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

(808) 586-6790   reppoepoe@capitol.hawaii.gov 

The parcels in question support habitats for five threatened or endangered plant 
species, as well as endangered wildlife, including the Hawaiian hoary bat (Lasiurus 
cinereus semotus), native seabirds, freshwater gobies, stream shrimp, and the 
Hawaiian monk seal (Neomonachus schauinslandi). Securing this land will strengthen 
our conservation infrastructure and ensure these ecosystems remain resilient for future 
generations. 
 
I respectfully urge the Board to approve this acquisition and support continued progress 
toward the vision of a protected and accessible East Maui coastline. 
 
With aloha, 

 

Rep. Mahina Poepoe 

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives, District 13 

 
 



RICHARD T. BISSEN, JR. 

Mayor 

JOSIAH K. NISHIT A 

Managing Director 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

COUNTY OF MAUI 

200 SOUTH HIGH STREET 

WAILUKU, MAUI, HAWAI'I 96793 
www.mauicounty.gov 

June 13, 2025 

Board of Land and Natural Resources 

State of Hawaii 

Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

Kalanimoku Building 

1151 Punchbowl Street 

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 

RE: Le tterofSupportforBLNR AGENDAITEM October 24, 2025 C(1)(a) 

Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members, 

I am writing in strong support of the Hawai'i Department of Land and Natural 

Resources, Division of Forestry and Wildlife's proposed acquisition and protection of 

three parcels of land in East Maui, located in the moku of Hamakualoa and Ko'olau, 

totaling approximately 733 acres. In Sites of Maui, these lands lie within the ahupua'a 

of Papa'aea Nui, East MakaTwa, Mo'oloa, Kolea, and Lo'iloa. On more modern maps, 

they are identified within the ahupua'a of East and West MakaTwa. This effort, 

referred to as East Maui Coastal Rainforest Phase 2, is part of a broader, landscape­

level initiative to acquire and conserve over 20 strategically important parcels 

adjacent to the State's existing Ko'olau Forest Reserve and other state-managed lands 

along East Maui's coastline. 

This project-and the larger conservation effort it is part of-represents a vital 

opportunity to connect mauka to makai by protecting a stretch of coastal forest along 

Maui's windward coast. State acquisition will prevent the conversion of the lands to 





 
 
 
 
 

September 28, 2025 
 
 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawai’i 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Kalaniomoku Building 
1151 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawai’i  96813 
 
Re:  Support for East Maui Coastal Rainforest Phase 2 
 
Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board, 
 
We are writing in support of the Department of Land and Natural Resources’ proposed 
acquisition of three parcels in East Maui, located in the moku of Hamakualoa and Ko’olau, 
totaling approximately 733 acres.  This effort-known as East Maui Coastal Rainforest 
Phase 2 – will expand the Ko’olau Forest reserve and is part of a larger initiative to protect key 
coastal lands along East Maui’s windward coast. 
 
I am a member of the Na Ala Hele Trails and Access Advisory Council on Maui.  I represent the 
equestrian community. 
 
This project will restore safe, managed access for the community user groups.  For years, access to 
these areas has been blocked or limited, leaving people to enter through unmanaged routes along 
Hana Highway.  With State ownership, new trails and carefully managed shoreline access can replace 
unsafe trespassing and allow people to enjoy these coastal lands for recreation, subsistence, and 
cultural practices. 
 
The lands also provide important habitat for native plants, seabirds and stream species, and 
connect to a broader network of more than 100,000 acres of protected watershed. 
 
We respectfully urge your support of this project, which will protect East Maui’s natural and 
cultural resources while also opening them back up for community use. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Maskey-Guille 
Na Ala Hele Advisory Council Equestrian Representative 
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Board of Land and Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 621 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96809 
 
07/23/2025 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Aloha, 
 
Nā Moku ʻAupuni ʻO Koʻolau Hui strongly supports the continued efforts to protect and preserve the East Maui 
coastline, and we fully endorse the advancement of Phase Two in the acquisition and transfer of three coastal 
parcels, totaling approximately 730 acres at Makaīwa, into the State Forest Reserve System. 
 
This land holds deep cultural, ecological, and historical significance to our community. As long-time stewards of 
East Maui and advocates for pono resource management, we recognize the critical need to safeguard these 
coastal lands from development and degradation. Protecting Makaīwa and surrounding areas ensures managed 
access and long-term protection of the area’s natural and cultural resources the preservation of native 
ecosystems, supports the health of marine and nearshore fisheries, and helps perpetuate traditional 
subsistence practices that are foundational to our identity and well-being. 
 
We commend the State and all collaborative partners for their commitment to land conservation and community 
consultation throughout this process. We ask that this important initiative move forward without delay, so that 
future generations may continue to benefit from a healthy, thriving East Maui coastline. 
 
Nā Moku stands ready to support the next steps in Phase Two and any future efforts to return stewardship and 
access to our ʻāina to the hands of community and nature-based resource management. 
Mahalo for your consideration and continued dedication to East Maui. 
 
Me ka haʻahaʻa, 
 
Jerome Kekiwi Jr. 
President 
Nā Moku ʻAupuni ʻO Koʻolau Hui 
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June 23, 2025 

Board of Land and Natural Resources 
State of Hawaiʿi 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
Kalanimoku Building 
1151 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, Hawai‛i  96813 

RE:  Letter of Support for AGENDA ITEM C(1)(a) October 24, 2025  

Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members, 

I am writing in strong support of the Hawaiʻi Department of Land and Natural 

Resources, Division of Forestry and Wildlife’s proposed acquisition and 
protection of three parcels of land in East Maui, located in the moku of 
Hāmākualoa and Koʻolau, totaling approximately 733 acres. In Sites of Maui, 
these lands lie within the ahupuaʻa of Papaʻaea Nui, East and West Makaīwa, 
Moʻoloa, Kolea, and Loʻiloa. On more modern maps, they are identified within the 

ahupuaʻa of East and West Makaīwa. This effort, referred to as East Maui Coastal 
Rainforest Phase 2, is part of a broader, landscape-level initiative to acquire and 

conserve over 20 strategically important parcels adjacent to the State’s existing 
Koʻolau Forest Reserve and other state-managed lands along East Maui’s 
coastline. 

As the Maui County Councilmember representing East Maui I have a connection 
and interest in this ‘aina and its protection. 

This project—and the larger conservation effort it is part of—represents a vital 

opportunity to connect mauka to makai by protecting a stretch of coastal forest 
along Maui’s windward coast. State acquisition will prevent the conversion of the 
lands to privately held coastal estates. Where access has long been restricted by 

"no trespassing" signs, this initiative would allow for carefully managed public 
access to the shoreline for recreational, subsistence, and cultural uses.  

http://www.mauicounty.us/
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The area is ecologically and culturally significant. The parcels include habitat for 
five threatened or endangered plant species, the endangered Hawaiian hoary bat, 

and native seabirds. It also secures a critical dark flyway for the endangered 
ʻuaʻu (Hawaiian Petrel)—the largest nesting colony of which is found at Haleakalā 

National Park. Perennial streams running through these lands support native 
freshwater species such as ʻoʻopu, ʻōpae, and hīhīwai, all of which are essential 
to the health and function of traditional Hawaiian stream ecosystems. These 

species are not only ecologically important but are also part of the biocultural 
heritage of East Maui. The coastal waters offshore are also federally designated 

critical habitat for the endangered Hawaiian monk seal. 
 
Incorporating these parcels into the Koʻolau Forest Reserve will add to a 

contiguous network of 108,000 acres of protected lands. This will strengthen 
watershed resilience, preserve biodiversity, and safeguard cultural practices tied 

to native ecosystems and landscapes. 
 
For these reasons, I respectfully urge your support of this phase of the East Maui 

Coastal Rainforest project—for the benefits it will bring in habitat protection, 
managed public access, and long-term conservation of native species, stream 
ecosystems, and coastal forests. 

 
Mahalo, 

 
 
 

SHANE M. SINENCI 
Councilmember 
East Maui Representative 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From: Sierra Club Maui Group 
PO Box 791180, Paia, HI 96708 
 
To Chair Dawn Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources Members and Staff 
 
Re: Support for Phase Two of the East Maui Coastal Forest project 
 
 
Dear Chair Chang and BLNR members and Staff 
 
Sierra Club Maui Group stands in strong support of Phase Two of the East Maui Coastal Forest project 
being implemented. We are familiar with the three coastal parcels, totaling 730 acres,  proposed to be 
donated to the State Forest Reserve system. 
for conservation and recreational use. Years ago, several Maui Group hike leaders were taken to 
Makaiwa Bay by legendary Kanaka Maoli botanist, the late Rene Sylva. 
 
We accessed the bay through one of these parcels and, as we descended, Rene informed us of the 
various native plants that still survived along the coastal portion of the trail and their connections to the 
abundant fisheries of Makaiwa Bay.  He also spoke of the fact that Makaīwa is a moku boundary between 
Hāmākualoa and Koʻolau moku. He had heard that there were important archaeological structures along 
that boundary as well.  
 
At least one of these parcels has had some talk of being sold off to private developers over the years, and 
its acquisition by the State will eliminate the threat of coastal development and ensure managed access 
and long-term protection of natural and cultural resources in this very culturally significant area. We are 
aware that there are Hawaiian families with connections to these lands and urge the state to include 
these families in resource management decisions.  
 
Sierra Club and allies have successfully advocated at the state Commission on Water Resources for 
returned stream flows to O’opu’ola stream, which flows into Makaīwa Bay. Although the flows specified in 
the CWRM adopted Interim Instream Flow Standards for Makaīwa stream have not yet formally been 
restored, we will continue to work with the state to implement this important resource management 
decision. 
 
The lands proposed for donation to the state contain important ecological resources which link the 
Koʻolau Forest Reserve -mauka of Hana Hwy to the coast. This will expand protections for lowland forests 
and perennial streams like O’opu’ola. These connections are essential for native biodiversity and 
watershed health. 
 
We are grateful to the trust for Public Land for stepping in to find a donor to help fund the purchase of 
these lands and urge the state to move forward to accept the donation.  
 
Lucienne de Naie 
Chairperson, Sierra Club Maui Group 
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