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23 October 2025

To:  Chairperson and Land Board Members
Board of Land and Natural Resources
State of Hawai‘i

From: Jay F. Penniman
Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project
Paia, Maui, Hawai‘i

SUBJECT: 1.REQUEST THE APPROVAL OF AN ACQUISITION OF PRIVATE
LANDS AT HAMAKUALOA DISTRICT, ISLAND OF MAUI TAX MAP
KEY NUMBERS (2) 2-9-013:021, (2) 1-1-001:029, AND (2) 1-1-001:036,

2. UPON CLOSING, APPROVE ISSUANCE OF A RIGHT-OF-ENTRY TO
THE DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE FOR MANAGEMENT
PURPOSES,

3. AUTHORIZE THE DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE TO
ISSUE PERMITS PURSUANT TO CHAPTERS 13-104, 13-122, 13-123, 13-
124, 13-126, AND 13-209, HAWAIT ADMINISTRATIVE RULES,

AND

4. AUTHORIZE THE DIVISION OF FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE TO
CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE ISLAND OF MAUI FOR A
PROPOSED ADDITION TO THE FOREST RESERVE SYSTEM FOR TAX
MAP KEYS: (2) 2-9-013:021, (2) 1-1-001:029, AND (2) 1-1-001:036.

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board, I am Jay Penniman, I live in the Moku
Hamakualoa and Ahupua‘a Ulumalu. I am writing with support, both my personal and
representing Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project, a project of the Pacific Cooperative Studies
Unit of the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, for the subject items above which are up for your
consideration.

The DOFAW submittal before you eloquently lays out the excellent natural resource, cultural
and public benefit values of the acquisition. I see the coastal lands of the north shore of Maui
being gobbled up by wealthy private individuals and entities, forever reducing public access
and natural resource protection. The DOFAW Maui vision is dedicated to restoration of
degraded ‘aina, protecting and enhancing the native flora and fauna, and providing access for
all in managed, sustainable fashion. Because I have dedicated my career to restoring na manu
o ke kai of Maui Nui, I will add to the benefits described in the submittal as relates to
seabirds. The cliffs and uluhe covered slopes contained in these parcels were once the
breeding grounds for numerous seabird species and they have the capacity to again provide
safe nesting colony habitat. Four species of ‘a, ‘a‘o, ‘ou, koa‘e kea, koa‘e ‘ula, noio, ‘ua‘u and
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‘ua‘u kani could all potentially increase on these lands with effective management. With
rising sea levels and the impending loss of seabird breeding colonies in Papahanaumokuakea,
it may be feasible to facilitate moli breeding on some of the lands proposed for acquisition.
Seabirds are the ecological engineers who brought organic marine nutrients to the lava soils of
the islands over millennia. In the soils these nutrients built all of our unique native flora
evolved. These same nutrients nourished the coral reef ecosystems that surround and protect
our ‘aina. We can restore balance, both terrestrially and in the near shore coral reef habitats,
by including restoration of na manu o ke kai populations in our management toolbox. The
board approval of this submission is an important step toward realizing the goal of a north
shore Maui with recovering native forests where cultural practitioners may collect lei
materials, healthy streams run from mauka connecting to kai, and trails, some restored from
ancient Hawaiian footpaths, provide sustainably managed hiking and camping access. Please
approve this submission.



