
From: Mahesh Cleveland
To: Chang, Dawn; DLNR.BLNR.Testimony; Neilson, Brian J; Dubiel, John E; Swenson, Danica L
Cc: Kylie Wager Cruz; Dru Hara; Elena Bryant
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to Request for Disqualification Regarding October 24, 2025 Agenda Items F.1 and F.2
Date: Friday, October 24, 2025 9:18:46 AM

Dear Chang Chang and Board Members,

We are writing to urgently to respond to Geoff Davis’s unwarranted, eleventh-hour request
on behalf of the Virginia-based Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council that to disqualify Board
Members Kaiwi Yoon and Riley Smith from the above-referenced agenda items regarding
commercial aquarium collection. Mr. Davis submitted his request at 2:44 p.m. yesterday,
after the deadline for public comments had closed, and cited no legal authority for such a
request or for pausing the Board’s sunshine law-compliant agenda and meeting to hold a
hearing on it.

There is, moreover, no factual basis for Mr. Davis’s request, since Board Members have
previously voted and taken positions on all sides of commercial aquarium collection
debate. For example, all Board Members, including Board Members Yoon and Smith,
recently unanimously voted that the Board lacks authority to ban commercial aquarium
collection. Chair Chang has sent letters on behalf of the Department of Land and Natural
Resources stating the Department’s intent to pass rules to “regulate” commercial
aquarium collection, rather than ban it in accordance with the community groups’ Board-
approved rulemaking petition. Chair Chang has also submitted testimony to the legislature
in support of exempting commercial aquarium collection from environmental review. While
we have disagreed with the Chair’s and Board Member’s positions on these particular
matters, they have also voted in favor of our positions on other issues regarding
commercial aquarium collection. Thus, the Board’s varying views on commercial aquarium
collection over time are part of a robust and healthy democratic process and categorically
not grounds for disqualification or recusal.

Mr. Davis’s last-ditch request to disqualify Board Members Yoon and Smith is nothing more
than a brazen attempt to harass, intimidate, and unfairly influence the Board on the eve of
an important, properly noticed decision-making process. The Board must disregard and
dismiss this attack on Hawai‘i’s democracy.

Mahalo nui for your attention to this matter.
__________________________________
Mahesh Cleveland

Senior Attorney

Earthjustice

850 Richards St., Suite 400

Honolulu, HI 96813

T: 808-599-2436

F: 808-521-6841

www.earthjustice.org

 

He ali‘i ka ‘āina, he kauwā ke kanaka.

The land is a chief, humanity its servant.
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