From: Josh Palinkas

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24th, Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 11:11:49 AM
Good Morning,

I'm writing to express my opposition to the re-opening of commercial aquarium collection
permits off the coasts of Hawai'i. I've only recently moved to Kailua and O'ahu for work, but
in the few dives I've been able to do, I have seen a shocking amount and variety of marine life
covering the reefs all around the island. The mission statement of DAR is to work with the
people of Hawai'i to "manage, conserve, and restore the state's unique aquatic resources and
ecosystems for present and future generations", but this proposed rule leaves a large chance
that commercial collection will proceed unchecked and without public or external
accountability, thereby depriving those of us who are out on the water, as well as future
generations, of the chance to see the natural beauty that the state is known for. If for no other
reason, look at it from an economical perspective. The cost of regulation and enforcement of
the proposed change vastly dwarfs the potential for revenue from the issuance of permits.
Please redraft the rules to reflect the public's desire to maintain accountability and keep the
commercial aquarium trade dead-the very thing these regulations were originally meant to do.

Very Respectfully,

Josh Palinkas
(309)-312-1771
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From: Amanda Jones

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 11:11:57 AM

Amanda Jones, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii Island.

I love the reef life present on the Kohala coast. Even if fish numbers are seeing healthy
growth, this is no reason to rush into collecting fish for aquariums. I want my children to be
able to easily see all the diversity I see when I enjoy the reefs for years to come.

A recent scientific poll found 84% of O‘ahu and Hawai‘i Island residents like me,
support permanently ending the commercial capture of reef fish.

Only 10% support the large-scale capture proposed in DAR’s draft rule. This is
the will of the people — you must reconsider this ruling and take the people who
live here and love our reefs into consideration.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call
to safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were
meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority
with BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.

Mabhalo,
Amanda

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Michael Sweeney

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Aquarium reef fishing
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 11:34:48 AM

My name is Mike Sweeney and live on Whidbey Island, in the state of Washington. I travel to the Hawaii
often and enjoy scuba diving off the west coast of the big island. What incredible reefs and the fish that
inhabit them. To allow increased commercial reef fishing that will no doubt harm that habitat is simply
outrageous. Please send the proposed rules back for redrafting to safeguard this reef life. This is something
that should be protected for generations to come. Please protect this very valuable asset.
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From: Jan Marrack

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 11:36:57 AM

I've lived in Hawaii since 1964. | have spent decades enjoying snorkeling among the plentiful
and colorful reef fish. Right now they have a lot of challenges with a warming and polluted
ocean and dying coral reefs. The last thing they need is to be collected for aquariums for the
enjoyment of a few!!! The fish are for everyone. they have a hard enough time coping with

environmental factors. | ask you to
CONTINUE THE BAN ON AQUARIUM COLLECTION!!!

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community's call to safeguard
reef life, rather than reviving the very trade the rules were meant to end! Restore the public's
trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR for full transparency and accountability.

Thank you,

Janet Marrack

65-1183 Kapiolani Road
Kamuela 96743
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From: Steven Mankoff

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 11:37:09 AM
Aloha,

I am a full-time resident of Hawaii on the S. Kohala Coast. i am an avid ocean swimmer, snorkeler and scuba diver.
I regular volunteer in and help organize ocean and reef cleanups. Over the year, I have witnessed the significant
decline in our reefs snd fish life due to environmental stresses, including aquarium fishing. Prior to the current ban
on aquarium fishing there was a dramatic decline in many species, that only recently are starting to come back. Our
ocean fish life diversity and quantity are critical to the health of our oceans and reefs.

Aquarium fishing provided limited benefits to very few individuals. Healthy reefs, teeming with fish, are critical for
our very large community of local businesses overing scuba, snorkeling and ocean tours. I was so appreciate that our
government understood these dynamics and previously stopped aquarium fishing. I do not understand why we are
not counting with this decision.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to safeguard reef life—rather than
reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the
permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability

Mahalo,
Steve Mankoff
S. Kohala, Hawaii
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From: lynn.all@maui.net

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 11:49:30 AM

Honorable Board Members,

You have been entrusted with safeguarding the reef life. To that end, please send the rules
back for redrafting so that they reflect that AND the COMMUNITY'S call to safeguard it, too
—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end. This action will
also serve to restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for
full transparency and accountability.

Thank you for your time,
Lynn Allen
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From: Riccio

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 11:49:52 AM

Ronald Riccio - Kihei, Maui

I am writing to strongly protest reopening Hawaii's reefs to commercial aquarium collecting.
There is overwhelming public opposition to this reopening and that should be respected in
your decision making. Fish collection would jeopardise our reef's health and future for the
financial benefit of a very small number of collectors. A significant portion of the collected
fish die during transport making the process heartbreaking as well as insulting to Hawaii
residents.

My wife and I have lived on Maui for 27 years and feel strongly about maintaining our ocean's
health and its contribution to Hawaii's culture and economy. We have snorkeled and surfed all
over Maui and have first hand experience with the decline in our reef conditions. Fish

collection would further impact the reefs and should not be allowed.

Respectfully,
Ronald Riccio
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From: Jack Ingstad

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 12:50:45 PM

My name is Jack Ingstad. I am a frequent wildlife advocate and diver of
Hawaiian reefs.

I STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed changes and a potential re-opening of the
aquarium collection of reef fishes!

The local and worldwide community DEMANDS for the aquarium collection to
be STOPPED PERMANENTLY!!

Enough with this nonsense! All of the scientific data shows that removing
herbivores from the reefs puts an additional stress on already stressed
ecosystems!

Your job is to protect the reef and its inhabitants, to manage it wisely and to do
whatever it takes to keep the fragile balance of a healthy ecosystem.

You are are being paid by OUR TAX DOLLARS, so do your job and reflect
the public’s will - which is, according to the latest poll of the residents of Oahu
and Hawaii island, unequivocally shows that the vast majority (84%) of the
public is OPPOSED to the reopening of aquarium collection.

Please stop looking for loopholes and ways around, close aquarium collection
for good and spend your time that’s being paid for by OUR TAXES on
something productive, constructive and sensible.
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From: Brandt, Austin

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Important Kahea!!! NO to AQ rules
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 12:51:18 PM

Hello my name is Austin Brandt and | am a frequent diver in Hawaii
| STRONGLY OPPOSE the proposed changes and a potential re-opening of the
aquarium collection of reef fishes!
The local and worldwide community DEMANDS for the aquarium collection to be
STOPPED PERMANENTLY!!
Enough with this nonsense! All of the scientific data shows that removing herbivores
from the reefs puts an additional stress on already stressed ecosystems!

Your job is to protect the reef and its inhabitants, to manage it wisely and to do
whatever it takes to keep the fragile balance of a healthy ecosystem.

You are are being paid by OUR TAX DOLLARS, so do your job and reflect the public’s
will - which is, according to the latest poll of the residents of Oahu and Hawaii island,
unequivocally shows that the vast majority (84%) of the public is OPPOSED to the
reopening of aquarium collection.

Please stop looking for loopholes and ways around, close aquarium collection for

good and spend your time that’s being paid for by OUR TAXES on something
productive, constructive and sensible.

Get Outlook for iOS
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From: Kanoe Reece

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oct 24; agenda item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 12:54:02 PM

We are from Oahu and would Like to Express our thoughts on the reef
protection.

“Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s
call to safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules
were meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting
authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.”

Aloha, Kim Taylor Reece Gallery 808-293-2000 Info@KimTaylorReece.com
www.KimTaylorReece.com
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From: Kirsi Tiemroth

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] SAFEGARD REEF LIFE - do not sell fragile Hawaii reef life to commercial interests.
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 12:57:37 PM

To whom it may concern:

(1) Please send the DAR drafted rules package regarding commercial capture of reef fish for aquarium trade back
for redrafting , so that the rules will once again reflect the community’s overwhelming desire to safeguard the reef
life and fish.

The reefs are already suffering from the effects of climate change and over fishing and need time and
PROTECTION in order to recover. To open the reefs now for commercial aquarium trade permits in their present
fragile condition would be a huge blow to the reefs and oceans and ultimately detrimental to Hawaiian tourism
economy. It would be irresponsible.

Hawaiian reefs and fish are too valuable to sell out to commercial interests.

(2) Furthermore, we ask you to keep the permitting authority with BLNR itself for transparency and
accountability to the public. After all the reefs are one of the most valuable natural resources to protect , one of the
most important reasons why we have BLNR in the first place! Do not let commercial interests usurp your power.
Respectfully,

Kirsi, Erik, Henrik and Alina Tiemroth

36 Puako Beach Drive ,Puako, Kamuela, Hawaii 96743
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From: Anita Wintner

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Stop AQ fish collecting again!
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 1:52:40 PM

Aloha, The fact that DAR is trying to re-open Hawaii’s reef to commercial aquarium collecting again is
heartbreaking and sad. 84% of Hawaii residents have made it clear, it needs to stop. DAR is going against BLNRs
decision to stop it. Please push back and make it perfectly clear to them, it won’t happen. It is so critical to have
healthy reefs and fish are the only way to keep reefs healthy. Tourism brings in so much more money than what the
aquarium fish industry would. Healthy reefs are necessary to help beach erosion. I know you can see the bigger
picture here. Collectors use bang sticks which damage the coral and they catch as many fish as they can. BLNR can
stop them from reopening. Please do the right thing and do NOT allow DAR/ DLNR from going forward with their
proposal. I am sure there a lot of payoffs going on and just put DAR in its place. [ always thought DAR was here to
protect our reefs. Here they are doing the opposite. Mahalo, Anita Wintner, Kihei, Maui

Sent from my iPad
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From: Doug Perrine

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 2:50:55 PM
Aloha Board Members:

With regards to the proposal by the DAR to re-open the aquarium collection industry I would like to point out that
the analysis of potential impacts of collection assumes no poaching beyond the permitted species and permitted
levels. Past experience has shown that this is highly unlikely, and that legal aquarium collecting provides cover for a
vast and unmeasured industry of collecting and marketing unreported fish and other sea creatures. I would
recommend that the proposed rule not be moved forward without incorporating, or adding in a companion rule, strict
requirements for monitoring and enforcement that the DAR MUST conduct, including inspections of a significant
portion of outgoing air shipments. The DAR should estimate in advance the cost of this monitoring and
enforcement, and set the permit fees for commercial aquarium collectors at a level that will cover those costs.
Otherwise I fear renewed depletion of rare and endemic species, many of which fetch market prices much higher
than the “white list” species, and which will prove an irresistible attraction to collectors, licensed and otherwise, in
the absence of strict and omnipresent searches and inspections of boats and air cargo shipments.

Thank you for consideration of this point. Without a very high level of enforcement (such as we have never seen
here), all the other rules are pretty much meaningless.

Mahalo,
Douglas Perrine

76-223 Haoa St

Kailua Kona HI 96740
landline: 808-329-4523
perrine@hawaii.rr.com
douglasperrine@yahoo.com
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From: Buddy Fritz

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 3:34:52 PM
Alohal!

My name is Homer "Buddy" Fritz. | am from Kailua-Kona, HI on the Big Island. |
scuba dive, free dive, and snorkel all up and down the Kona coast and travel to the
other islands in Hawaii in chase of my passion, enjoying our ocean, reef, and fishes.

| have seen fish populations start to restore since aquarium collection stopped. We
are not there yet. There is still a long way to go.

Please send the rules back for re-drafting so that they reflect the community’s call to
safeguard reef life rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant
to end and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR
itself for full transparency and accountability.

If you allow aquarium collection to begin again the environmental harm and thinning of reef
fish in Hawaii is real. To strip Hawaii of this valuable resource could further damage our
tourism. If we don't have pristine reefs in Hawaii, we all will pay dearly for it.

Please DO NOT allow commercial aquarium collecting state wide in Hawaii.

Mahalo nui loa,

Buddy Fritz
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From: Grace Singer

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 4:07:30 PM

This is a breach of public trust. I am hugely opposed to opening Hawaii's reefs for aquarium
collection.

Please send the rules back for redrafting to eliminate this change. Restore the public’s trust by
keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.

Grace Singer
1015 Aoloa Place #260
Kailua HI 96734
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From: Kalena Blakemore

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24, Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 4:38:05 PM

Dear Board of Land and Natural Resources.

My name is Kalena Blakemore; | live in Volcano on Moku o Keawe. | am adamantly opposed
to the Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) draft rule package to re-open Hawai‘i’s reefs to
commercial aguarium collecting!

This action is antithetical to the DAR program areas which are to:
e protect and restore the aquatic environment;
e protect threatened and endangered aquatic species and their habitat;
e conserve and restore endemic and indigenous aquatic species and their habitat;
e combat the introduction of invasive species and reduce theirimpact on ecosystems;
e cffectively manage fisheries; and
e carry out education and outreach to the public.

Researchers agree that reef fish abundance must increase for reefs to withstand the
effects of climate change. Allowing mass extraction of herbivores defies both science and
common sense.

Arecent scientific poll found 84% of O‘ahu and Hawai‘i Island residents

support permanently ending the commercial capture of reef fish. Only 10% support the
large-scale capture proposed in DAR’s draft rule!

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to
safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to
end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for
full transparency and accountability.

Sincerely,

Kalena K. Blakemore

Kalena K. Blakemore
PO Box 181
Volcano, HI

96785

A’ohe pau ka ‘ike i ka halau ho‘okahi-
‘All knowledge is not taught in the same school. We can learn from many sources.
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From: Carol Riccio

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 4:46:54 PM

From Carol Riccio, Kihei, Maui

| am writing to strongly protest reopening Hawaii's reefs to commercial aquarium collecting. There
has been, and still is, overwhelming public opposition to this reopening and that should be respected in
your decision making. A recent poll found 84% of O'ahu and Hawai'i Island residents support
permanently ending the commercial capture of reef fish. | find it absurd that DAR is trying to take
over the collecting permitting from BLNR, and fully support that permitting remain with BLNR. DAR
has shown that they are not interested in the financial, cultural, environmental needs of the residents of
Hawai'i or their preferences.

My husband and | have lived on Maui for 27 years and feel strongly about maintaining our ocean's health
and its contribution to Hawaii's culture and economy. We have snorkeled and surfed all over Maui and
have first hand experience with the decline in our reef conditions. Stop the greed and the

environmental destruction. Do not allow DAR to move forward with their draft to re-open Hawai'is
reefs to commercial aquarium collecting. Maintain the BLNR control. Do not allow commercial
aquarium collecting.

Respectfully,
Carol Riccio
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From: winklere001

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 6:50:08 PM
ALOHA,

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to safeguard
reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and
restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full
transparency and accountability.

The public will hold officials accountable... we are ohaha!

Erik Winkler

Sent from my Galaxy
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From: Cory

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] agenda item F 2 aquarium fishing/ October 24
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 6:56:03 PM

testimony on agenda item F 2 aquarium fishery management
for Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR)
9 AM Friday, October 24, 2025
from Cory Harden, Hilo

Aloha Commissioners,

Thank you for your volunteer service.

Please oppose Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR)’s proposal to transfer oversight of aquarium
collecting permits from BLNR to DAR. That would mean permits being issued behind closed doors,
with no pathway for concerns from the public to be addressed.

Please also ask DAR to re-write the entire rule package.

BLNR has unanimously approved a ban on commercial aquarium collecting statewide. But the DAR
rules would allow annual catch limits that are four times greater than what seven collectors reported
taking annually for 20 years. And the rules would include no local limits. Have we forgotten the
collapse of populations years ago in leeward O’ahu? And the need for herbivores so reefs can

withstand climate change?

The estimated income from permits would be $700 a year. But the estimated cost of management
and enforcement would be over 400 times greater than that..

More than 8 out of 10 residents of O‘ahu and Hawai‘i Island support permanently ending the
commercial capture of reef fish. Only one in ten support large-scale capture.

Please keep the permitting authority with BLNR, as was promised about a year ago.

Mahalo,
Cory Harden, Hllo
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From: Shannon

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2 Testimony Opposing the Reopening of Hawai'i's Reefs to Commercial
Aquarium Collecting

Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 7:23:28 PM

Testimony Opposing the Reopening of Hawai‘i’s Reefs to Commercial
Aquarium Collecting

To the Board of Land and Natural Resources
Aloha,

My name is Shannon Hiramoto, and I was born and raised in Hawai‘i. I’'m here to speak out
against DAR’s proposal to reopen our reefs to commercial aquarium collecting.

Honestly, it feels like the community is being lied to.

We worked hard, for years, to protect Hawai‘i’s reef fish. We showed up, we testified, we
gathered signatures. The community’s petition to ban commercial aquarium collection was
clear, and you—the Board—unanimously approved it. So how did we end up here, looking at
a rule that gives the aquarium trade everything they asked for?

DAR was supposed to take our concerns seriously. Chair Chang told them to aim for
“something short of zero.” But instead of listening to us—the people who live here, fish here,
raise our kids here—they worked behind closed doors with the trade and came back with a
plan to allow hundreds of thousands of fish to be taken every year.

This isn’t management. This is extraction. This is selling out our reefs for someone else’s
profit.

What’s worse, DAR is trying to take permitting decisions away from BLNR and give that
power to themselves—meaning these permits could be handed out behind closed doors, with
no public input, no transparency, no oversight. We already said no to this. Now they’re trying
again. Why?

This rule doesn’t reflect the will of the people. It reflects the will of a few who want to profit
off our natural resources.

The numbers don’t lie:

e The proposed catch limits are four times higher than what collectors were taking for
decades.

o Estimated revenue from permits is less than $1,000 a year. But the cost to manage this
industry is hundreds of thousands of dollars.

 Scientists are saying loud and clear: our reefs need more fish to survive climate change,
not fewer.

o A scientific poll showed 84% of local residents want a permanent end to commercial
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aquarium collecting. Only 10% support what DAR is proposing.
How is this pono? How is this protecting our reefs for the next generation?
Our reef fish aren’t just pretty to look at in an aquarium—they’re essential to the health of the
ocean. They feed our families. They clean the reefs. They’re part of our culture, our identity,
our kuleana.

We cannot keep letting profit come before people and place.

Please, do what you promised the community. Reject this rule package. Keep aquarium permit
oversight with the Board. And let’s finally put an end to this industry that has taken too much
for too long.

Mabhalo for listening, and for standing with the people of Hawai‘i.
Shannon Hiramoto

Koloa, Kaua'i, Hawai'i



From: brookelandt@yahoo.com

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Reference October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 7:37:06 PM

Aloha,

I am a boat captain and dive instructor here on the Big Island of Hawaii. There is a proposal to reopen Aquarium
Collection? You can’t be serious. Over the last 20 years working here I have watched the absolute decimation that
aquarium collecting has had on the Kohala Coast. Why? Why is the interest of AQ collectors the top priority? Why
is there no concern over the reef health or the ocean environment? Why are you selling Hawaii off? [ work as a boat
captain for Hawaii Nautical and own Hawaii Snorkel Scooter Co and would be happy to take any deciding member
out on a tour to bring awareness to this issue. [ urge you to vote NO!!!

Brooke Landt
808-938-1346
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From: Iwalani McCalla

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 8:20:39 PM
Aloha Kakou,

“Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the
community’s call to safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade
the proposed rules were meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by
keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and

accountability.”

Mahalo,

Alison McCalla
Kailua-Kona, Hawai'i Island

iwalanimccalla@gmail.com
(808)339-3475
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From: Kawehi Cabuzel

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 8:21:43 PM
Aloha Kakou,

“‘Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the
community’s call to safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade
the proposed rules were meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by
keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and

accountability.”

Mahalo,

Kawehi Cabuzel
Kailua-Kona, Hawai'i Island
cabuzelkawehi@hawaii.edu
(808)315-4044
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From: Mouna Ghoussoub

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24;agenda item F2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 8:26:51 PM
Aloha

It is indeed sad and outraging that after all the work and dedication in the past to get to a point where we felt we
have achieved a win for our aquatic resources then to get to this point now where DAR is betraying our trust and
going behind BLNR’s oversight to reopen the aquatic collection. 100,000 of fish taken yearly in exchange of greed.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to safeguard reef life- rather than
reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end- and restore the public’s trust by keeping the
permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency accountability.

Thank you

Mouna Ghoussoub
Kailua Kona, Big Island of Hawaii

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Erica Keough

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 9:20:54 PM

My name is Erica Keough and I work on Kauai as a dive instructor and Captain. I am writing
to urge you to please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s
call to safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant
to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for
full transparency and accountability.

Institutional betrayal: the proposed rule no longer reflects the community’s conservation
intent. Instead, it now functions as a permitting framework for the large-scale commercial
take of reef fish.

Obscene greed. The proposed annual catch limits are 400 percent higherthan what seven
collectors reported taking annually for 20 years.

Environmentally destructive. DAR refuses to set local limits to prevent depletion. With no
guardrails, every reef would be vulnerable to degradation and collapse, as occurred
decades ago in leeward O‘ahu.

Extreme fiscal irresponsibility. Estimated permit revenue: $700 per year.
Estimated management cost (excluding enforcement): $300,000 — $500,000.

Contradicts science. Researchers agree that reef fish abundance must increase for reefs to
withstand the effects of climate change. Allowing mass extraction of herbivores defies both
science and common sense.

Overwhelming public opposition. A recent scientific poll found 84% of O‘ahu and Hawai‘i

Island residents support permanently ending the commercial capture of reef fish.
Only 10% support the large-scale capture proposed in DAR’s draft rule.

Erica Keala Keough
1-808-652-8683 | ericakeala@gmail.com
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From: Val Amoguis

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2 — Please Protect Hawai'i's Reef Life
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 9:45:55 PM

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board,

My name is Valena Amoguis, and I live in Kailua-Kona, Hawai‘i Island. I have lived in
Hawai‘i for over 36 years, and [ have spent most of my life enjoying and learning from the
ocean that surrounds our islands.

I am writing in strong opposition to DAR’s proposed rule package that would reopen
Hawai‘i’s reefs to commercial aquarium collecting. This practice would deplete our reef fish
populations, destroy the balance of our marine ecosystem, and reduce natural food resources
that local families and coastal communities depend on.

As someone who has watched the reefs change over the decades, I have seen fewer colorful
fish in areas that once flourished with life. Our reef fish are not just beautiful—they are
essential to the health of our oceans. Herbivorous fish like tangs and parrotfish keep algae
under control and allow corals to thrive. When these species are taken in large numbers, the
reefs lose their ability to sustain other marine life, and this affects the entire food chain,
including the natural fish resources our community relies on for subsistence and cultural
practices.

Allowing mass collection for profit goes against everything we should be doing to protect
Hawai‘i’s future. It sends the wrong message to our keiki, who deserve to see and experience
the same colorful, living reefs that we grew up with.

I urge BLNR to reject this rule package and send it back for redrafting so that it truly reflects
the community’s intent—to safeguard reef life, protect natural food resources, and ensure
transparency and accountability by keeping permit authority with the BLNR, not DAR. Please
stand with the people of Hawai‘i and uphold your duty to protect our reefs for generations to
come.

Mahalo nui loa for your time and for listening to the voices of the community.

With aloha,
Valen Amoguis
Kailua-Kona, Hawai‘i Island

Valen Amoguis
808-491-3244
amoguisval@gmail.om
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From: Kent Backman

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2, October 24
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 9:49:39 PM

Dear wise members of this hearing-

| am a former marine scientist, UH Hilo graduate, voter, and activist when | need to
be.

| spend upwards of ten thousand dollars a year supporting my now hobby of scuba
and free diving and underwater photo and video documenting in Hawai'i, including
here at home on O ahu, on the Big Island, Maui, Moloka'i, Lana’i, Kaua'i, and
Ni‘ihau/Lehua Rock. Reefs matter to me immensely.

Unless the survey used ridiculously slanted wording with manipulative questions, all
sane surveys show that most voters in Hawai'i reject aquarium collection of Hawai'i
reef fish.

Let’s not make everyone who elects for raping Hawai'i's reefs again, famous with us
otherwise pretty quiet activists. Thank you for choosing robust science over woefully
inadequate and scientifically flawed EIS's.

Kent Backman
Honolulu, HI 96821
808-265-1095

And here is my cut and paste, emphasis mine:

The Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) has drafted a rule package to re-open
Hawai‘i’s reefs to commercial aquarium collecting and, on October 24, will ask the
Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR) to approve it for public hearings.

SHAME

This action is a profound betrayal of the public’s trust. What began as a community-
led petition to ban commercial aquarium collecting statewide—which was
unanimously approved by BLNR—has been turned upside down. Instead of
protecting reef life, DAR’s draft rules package gives the trade everything they're
asking for and would allow the capture of hundreds of thousands of reef fish every
year.

The rule was supposed to “take full consideration of the petition to ban” and create
“something short of zero,” per instructions from Chair Dawn Chang. Yet DAR ignored
those directions, worked closely with the aquarium trade, and dismissed every
solution offered by the petitioner hui. A plan meant to safeguard Hawai‘i’s reefs has
been rewritten to once again empty them for profit.

Now, DAR is moving to further stifle dissent and silence the public—proposing to
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remove BLNR’s oversight of aquarium-collecting permits and transfer that power to
DAR itself, allowing permits to be issued behind closed doors with no public notice,
scrutiny, or opportunity for input.

It's a repeat of DAR’s August 2024 attempt to bypass BLNR, which was withdrawn
after public outrage and an assurance that permitting would remain with BLNR.
Fourteen months later, that promise has been broken. And it's no coincidence—this
about-turn comes just after BLNR finally admitted what advocates have said all along:
it has the legal authority to deny aquarium collection permits.

This rule package represents a breach of public trust and a backslide into secrecy,
betraying communities that have worked for decades to protect Hawai‘i’s reefs.

Why This Matters
Institutional betrayal: the proposed rule no longer reflects the community’s

conservation intent. Instead, it now functions as a permitting framework for the large-
scale commercial take of reef fish.

Obscene greed. The proposed annual catch limits are 400 percent higher than what
seven collectors reported taking annually for 20 years.

Environmentally destructive. DAR refuses to set local limits to prevent depletion.
With no guardrails, every reef would be vulnerable to degradation and collapse, as
occurred decades ago in leeward O‘ahu.

Extreme fiscal irresponsibility. Estimated permit revenue: $700 per year.
Estimated management cost (excluding enforcement): $300,000 — $500,000.
Contradicts science. Researchers agree that reef fish abundance must increase for
reefs to withstand the effects of climate change. Allowing mass extraction of
herbivores defies both science and common sense.

Overwhelming public opposition. A recent scientific poll found 84% of O‘ahu and
Hawai'‘i Island residents support permanently ending the commercial capture of reef
fish. Only 10% support the large-scale capture proposed in DAR’s draft rule.



From: marem@aloha.net

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] please protect our Reef Fish
Date: Sunday, October 19, 2025 11:15:24 PM

Ban everyone for taking our reef fish for aquariums
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From: Gabrielle Hase

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:16:32 AM
Importance: High

Dear Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I am writing to express my deep concern about the proposed rule package that would
reopen Hawaii's reefs to commercial aquarium collecting, scheduled for your October
24 meeting (Agenda Item F.2).

| strongly urge you to send these rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the
community's original intent to protect reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the
proposed rules were meant to end. The current draft represents a significant departure
from the community-led petition that your board unanimously approved, which sought
to ban commercial aquarium collecting statewide.

| am particularly troubled by several aspects of this proposal:

® The proposed annual catch limits would allow the extraction of hundreds of
thousands of reef fish annually—a 400% increase over historical collection levels.
This scale of extraction directly contradicts scientific consensus that reef fish
populations mustincrease to help our reefs withstand climate change impacts.

® The removal of BLNR's oversight authority over aquarium-collecting permits would
eliminate public transparency and accountability, allowing permits to be issued
without public notice or input.

® The fiscal irresponsibility is striking—an estimated $700 in annual permit revenue
against $300,000-$500,000 in management costs, excluding enforcement.

® This proposalignores the overwhelming public opposition, with 84% of Oahu and
Hawaii Island residents supporting a permanent end to commercial reef fish
capture.

Hawaii's reefs are invaluable ecological and cultural resources that deserve protection,
not exploitation. Please honor the public trust by maintaining permitting authority with
BLNR for full transparency and accountability, and by ensuring any rules truly protect
our reef ecosystems rather than facilitating their depletion for profit.

Thank you for your consideration of this critical matter.
Sincerely,

Gabrielle Hase
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From: L Osterer

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:05:36 AM

The Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) rule package to re-open Hawai‘i’s reefs to
commercial aquarium collecting is a profound betrayal of BLNR's responsibility of the
public’s trust, particularly in light of the most recent community petition to BAN
commercial aquarium collecting statewide, unanimously approved by BLNR! Instead, DAR’s
draft rules package would give the trade everything they asked for, allowing the capture of
hundreds of thousands of reef fish every year.

The rule was supposed to “take full consideration of the petition to ban” and create
“something short of zero,” per instructions from Chair Dawn Chang. Yet DAR ignored those
directions, working closely with the aquarium trade, and dismissed every solution offered by
the petitioner hui. A plan meant to safeguard Hawai‘i’s reefs has been rewritten only for
immediate profit.

Now, DAR is proposing to remove BLNR’s oversight of aquarium-collecting permits and
transfer that power to DAR itself, allowing permits to be issued behind closed doors with no
public notice, scrutiny, or opportunity for public input.

This is a repeat of DAR’s August 2024 attempt to bypass BLNR, which was withdrawn after
public outrage and an assurance that permitting would remain with BLNR. Fourteen months
later, that promise has been broken. This reversal comes just after BLNR finally

admits that it does have the legal authority to deny aquarium collection permits.

This rule package represents a breach of public trust, suspicious of greedy influence.

Institutional betrayal: the proposed rule no longer reflects the community’s
conservation intent. Instead, it now functions as a permitting framework for the large-scale
commercial take of reef fish.

No effective limits: The proposed annual catch limits are 400 percent higher than what seven
collectors reported taking annually for 20 years. DAR refuses to set local limits to prevent
depletion.

Contradicts reef protection: Every reef needs protection, already degraded by warming
temperatures and coral bleaching. Researchers agree that reef fish must increase for reefs to
withstand the effects of climate change. Commercial aquarium takes accelerate their
destruction.
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Extreme fiscal irresponsibility. Estimated permit revenue: $700 per year.
Estimated management cost (excluding enforcement): $300,000 — $500,000.

Overwhelming public opposition. A recent scientific poll found 84% of Oahu and Hawai’i
Island residents support permanently ending the commercial capture of reef fish. Only
10% support the large-scale capture proposed in DAR’s draft rule.

You have heard an overwhelming public demand to safeguard reef life. Rather than
supporting the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end, a redrafting of the rules
must be done now. And the permitting authority must be kept with BLNR itself for full
transparency and accountability.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.
L. Osterer, Hawaii resident and registered voter.



From: ecoyenta@aol.com

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please watch Dark Hobby before allowing more raids on the reefs of Hawaii
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:15:26 AM

Dear Hawaii Dept of Natural Resources.

Please watch DARK HOBBY the documentary about the killing and decimation of reef
fish before allowing more horror to happen.

We can find other ways of making a living or supporting our supporters than
sacrificing the great natural resources and bottom of the food chain that is the tropical
fish which do not belong in fish tanks.

| am among the divers who come to Hawaii, | live in Minnesota. why come and spend

Be brave, do the right thing for if we do not treat nature right,
She will be a harsh judge

With sincerity,
Dr. Karen | Shragg
www.movingupstream.com
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From: jonathan

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] protect Hawaii"s reefs
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:43:22 AM

Dear Governor Green,

A reputable source informs me that Hawaii's reefs are in danger again. As a biologist, and
author of a best-selling book about the lives of fishes, [ am writing to urge you not to
compromise in the protection of Hawaiian reefs, including and especially from the rapacious
aquarium industry.

Sincerely,
Jonathan Balcombe, PhD

www.jonathanbalcombe.com

What a Fish Knows (NYTimes bestseller)

Super Fly (National Outdoor Book Award winner)

Jake and Ava: A Boy and a Fish (illustrated children's book)

F=(((C> 3= =
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From: Dawn Reed

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:24:29 AM

This action is a profound betrayal of the public’s trust.

The proposed rule no longer reflects the community’s conservation intent. Instead,
it now functions as a permitting framework for the large-scale commercial take of

reef fish.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to
safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were
meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with
BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.

Sincerely, Dawn Reed
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From: Tammy Davis

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Subject: October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:59:14 AM

Aloha,

My name is Tammy Davis and I have lived on Kauai for about 15 years, currently in Wailua. I
am an avid snorkeler, swimmer and diver. I have seen what damage the lack of guidelines and
regulations have done to reefs here and in Florida. I also noticed how much they bounced back
during Covid.

This rule proposal is a profound betrayal of the public’s trust. Instead of protecting reef life,
DAR’s draft rules package gives the trade everything they’re asking for and would allow the
capture of hundreds of thousands of reef fish every year. The proposed annual catch limits are
400 percent higher than what seven collectors reported taking annually for 20 years.

The rule was supposed to “take full consideration of the petition to ban” and create
“something short of zero,” per instructions from Chair Dawn Chang. Yet DAR ignored those
directions, worked closely with the aquarium trade, and dismissed every solution offered by
the petitioner hui. A plan meant to safeguard Hawai‘i’s reefs has been rewritten to once again
empty them for profit.

It’s a repeat of DAR’s August 2024 attempt to bypass BLNR.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to safeguard
reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and
restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full
transparency and accountability.

Mabhalo,

Tammy Davis

147 Royal Drive

Kapaa, HI

96746
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From: Rachael Adams

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 — Agenda Item F2 — Opposition to Reopening Commercial Aquarium Fish Collection
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 5:00:34 AM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board,

My name is Rachael Adams, and I live on Kauai. I am writing in strong opposition to the
proposal to reopen Hawai‘i’s reefs to commercial aquarium fish collection.

Our reefs are the heart of island life—feeding families, supporting culture, and sustaining local
economies. Herbivorous fish like kole, uhu, and yellow tang are vital to reef health, keeping
coral free of algae and maintaining the balance that allows reefs to recover from stress.
Scientific studies from the University of Hawai‘i and NOAA show that removing too many of
these species weakens the entire ecosystem, especially as our waters warm and bleaching
events become more frequent.

The proposed rules allow for higher catch levels without sufficient ecological safeguards or
local oversight. They prioritize short-term commercial interests over long-term community
and environmental wellbeing. Once reef ecosystems are degraded, recovery is slow and costly
—economically and culturally.

Protecting reef life is not anti-economy; it is essential stewardship for Hawai‘i’s future. I
respectfully urge BLNR to reject this proposal and require DAR to redraft rules that truly
protect our reefs through transparency, science-based limits, and community involvement.

Mahalo for your time and commitment to Hawai‘i’s natural resources.
With aloha,

Rachael Adams
Kapa'a, HI
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From: Michael Hanneman

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Commercial Aquarium collecting
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 5:17:57 AM

Please do NOT allow resumption of Comercial Aquarium collecting in Hawaiian reefs!
The reefs are already under stress with climate change and allowing removal of scores of reef fish will only further

stress the reefs!!
The results could be catastrophic for the reefs as well as the Hawaiian economy.

Thank you,

Michael Hanneman
2978 Oakwood Lane
Oshkosh, WI 54904

Sent from my iPad
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From: Robert Pecoraro

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 5:17:58 AM

To Whom it may concern:

It's unfortunate that supporters of healthy Hawaiian reefs must keep fighting to defend the
tropical fish that inhabit our waters and keep the aquatic environment in balance. You
would think that it would be a no-brainer, and those charged with protecting it, would
actually work toward those means. The Division of Aquatic Resources has a mission
statement on the first page of their website, which reads:

"The mission of the Division of Aquatic Resources is to work with the people of Hawai'i to
manage, conserve and restore the state’s unique aquatic resources and ecosystems for
present and future generations.” It seems to me that they are working for the benefit of a
few of the people of Hawaii, to the detriment of all others. Our reefs are already suffering
badly, because of climate change and sewage spills/leakages into our once pristine
ecosystem. Now they want to add the pressure of removing the fish that keep the algae at
bay. These herbivores give the reefs at least a fighting chance to survive. Since the
tropical fish collecting ban, the populations of these fish, and other popular aquarium trade
fishes have increased. We are finally seeing once rare fish, such as Longfin Anthias,
Bicolor Anthias, Flame Wrasse and other fish that had all but disappeared whilst they were
being collected. The fish that are collected have a high mortality rate. Those that survive
end up in an aquarium, for a few to enjoy, rather than remaining on the reef, free for all to
enjoy, while keeping the ecosystem in balance. Before we moved to Hawaii, we traveled
here frequently to dive and enjoy a unique environment, where about 25% of the aquatic
life is endemic to Hawaii. We should strive toward preserving these creatures in their
natural environment, rather than allowing them to be collected, killed and/or shipped out of
Hawaii. It makes no sense to allow tropical fish collection again, especially since it has
been banned for six or seven years. Please consider the wishes of those who care,
including Native Hawaiian groups, and do the right thing.

The public is overwhelmingly in favor of a ban on commercial tropical fish collecting. |
believe that we are still a democracy. Perhaps someone needs to investigate why DAR
keeps pushing this agenda, despite the overwhelming public support to ban fish

collecting. Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s
call to safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were
meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with
BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability. Mahalo.

Robert Pecoraro
Kailua Kona, Hawaii
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From: robert momsen

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 5:52:47 AM

My name is Bob Momsen. I live at 150 Puako Beach Road, Kamuela on the Big Island. T am opposed to the
proposed reopening of Hawaii’s reefs to commercial aquarium collecting.

For the past 25 years, most community conversations have been about protecting the reefs, everywhere but
particularly on the Big Island. The government has helped by eliminating cess pools in sensitive areas. But global
warming, fishing, and the general press of population growth on the Big Island has resulted in a noticeable
degradation of the reefs. Eliminating fishing is not practical as a lot of the near shore fishing is subsistence fishing.
But aquariums are not necessary and tightly controlling the collection of aquarium reef fish seems like one of the
best, and least painful, ways to improve/maintain the reef structure for all of Hawaii.

Thank you for considering these comments. Bob Momsen
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From: Anne Dressel

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Reef

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 6:44:10 AM
Aloha

“Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to safeguard
reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and restore
the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and

accountability.

Mahalo nui loa for your efforts
Anne
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Jonathan Goldberger

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comercial Aquarium Coillecting
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 6:57:47 AM
Aloha,

My name is Jonathan Goldberger and I live in Kihei, Maui and am an avid ocean enthusiast and scuba diver.

The Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) has drafted a rule package to re-open Hawai‘i’s reefs to commercial
aquarium collecting and, on October 24, will ask the Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR) to approve it for
public hearings.

This action is a profound betrayal of the public’s trust. What began as a community-led petition to ban commercial
aquarium collecting statewide—which was unanimously approved by BLNR—has been turned upside down.
Instead of protecting reef life, DAR’s draft rules package gives the trade everything they’re asking for and would
allow the capture of hundreds of thousands of reef fish every year.

As it is, Hawaii’s reef fish biomass has been reduced by 50% in the last couple of decades. These new rules would
further the decline of reef fish biomass. I have been diving in Hawaii for over 30 years and the reduction of reef fish
numbers now versus 30 years ago is staggering.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to safeguard reef life—rather than
reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the
permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.

Mabhalo
Jonathan Goldberger
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From: Kiope Raymond

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO to Division of Aquatic Resources draft rules on reef fish take!
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 7:00:07 AM

Aloha,

I was born and raised here on Maui and emphatically say NO to the draft
language DAR is proposing. Please send the rules back for redrafting so that
they reflect the community’s call to safeguard reef life—rather than reviving
the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and restore the
public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full
transparency and accountability.

Mahalo,

Stanley Ki'ope Raymond

Stanley H. Ki‘ope Raymond
(808) 280-5149


mailto:kioperaymond@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Jason Worchel

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:02:00 AM

Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board,

[ am writing to express my strong opposition to the Division of Aquatic Resources’
(DAR) proposed rule package to re-open Hawai‘i’s reefs to commercial aquarium
collecting. This proposal, which will be presented to the Board of Land and Natural
Resources (BLNR) on October 24, represents a profound betrayal of the public
trust and a reversal of the community-led conservation efforts that BLNR once
unanimously supported.

What began as a petition to ban commercial aquarium collecting statewide has been
turned upside down. Instead of protecting reef life, the DAR’s draft rules now
enable the large-scale capture of reef fish—potentially hundreds of thousands every
year—while ignoring community input and the original intent to safeguard our
reefs.

Despite clear instructions to “take full consideration of the petition to ban” and craft
a rule “something short of zero,” DAR appears to have disregarded this direction.
The agency worked closely with the aquarium trade, dismissed community
proposals, and produced a framework that serves commercial interests over
environmental stewardship.

Even more alarming, the proposed rule would transfer permitting authority away
from BLNR and into DAR’s hands, allowing permits to be issued behind closed
doors—without public notice, oversight, or opportunity for input. This is a
dangerous step toward secrecy and an erosion of accountability.

This rule package represents institutional betrayal and an abandonment of Hawai‘1’s
long-standing commitment to reef protection.

Why this rule must be rejected:

e Institutional betrayal: The draft rule no longer reflects the community’s
conservation intent. It has become a permitting system for large-scale
commercial extraction.

e Obscene greed: Proposed annual catch limits are 400% higher than historical
averages.

e Environmental destruction: Without localized limits, every reef becomes
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vulnerable to depletion and collapse.

e Fiscal irresponsibility: Expected annual permit revenue—about $700—does
not begin to offset the estimated $3300,000-3500,000 in management costs.

e Scientific contradiction: Reef fish abundance must increase, not decrease, to
help reefs withstand climate change.

e Public opposition: A recent poll shows §4% of O‘ahu and Hawai ‘1 Island
residents support a permanent ban on commercial reef fish collection, while
only 10% favor large-scale capture.

The people of Hawai‘i have spoken clearly and repeatedly: our reefs are not for
sale. I urge the BLNR to reject this proposal, uphold its prior unanimous decision to
protect Hawai‘i’s reef ecosystems, and reaffirm its commitment to transparent,
science-based, and community-centered management.

Respectfully,
Jason Worchel, MD
Honokaa, Hi 96727



From: Noelle Lindenmann

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:08:50 AM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Noelle Lindenmann, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the
proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this
time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners
Hui and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the
whitelist entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital
herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and
ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University
(HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to
prevent abuse and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawai‘i‘s Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our
state constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit
of the people of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for
privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it
creates a framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue
while costing $300,000-$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science,
which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive
climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.


mailto:noelle.royer@gmail.com
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Thank you for your time,
Noelle Lindenmann
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii Island



From: Dani Ainslie

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2 — Oppose DAR’s Aquarium Collecting Rule
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:16:57 AM

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board,

My name is Dani Ainslie, and [ am a resident of Waimea, Hawai‘i Island. I grew up on the
North Shore of Kaua‘i and in Puako on Hawai‘i Island—two coastal communities where the
ocean is central to life, identity, and connection. I have witnessed firsthand how healthy reefs
sustain families, feed communities, and protect our shorelines.

I am writing to strongly oppose the Division of Aquatic Resources’ (DAR) proposed rule
package to re-open Hawai‘i’s reefs to commercial aquarium collecting.

This proposal represents a serious breach of public trust. The community’s original petition—
approved unanimously by the BLNR—called for the protection of Hawai‘i’s reef life and a
phase-out of commercial aquarium collection. Instead, DAR’s draft rules disregard both the
public will and scientific guidance by reestablishing a system that enables the large-scale
extraction of reef fish for profit.

Our reefs are already under immense pressure from warming oceans, pollution, and coral
bleaching. Reef fish play a critical role in keeping these ecosystems resilient. Allowing
hundreds of thousands of fish to be taken each year—without local limits or oversight—
jeopardizes the health of entire reef systems and the livelihoods and traditions that depend on
them.

It is especially troubling that this proposal seeks to remove BLNR oversight of aquarium-
collecting permits, consolidating that power within DAR itself. Transparency and
accountability are essential to good governance. Decisions affecting Hawai‘i’s marine life
must remain under public scrutiny through the BLNR process.

I respectfully urge the Board to send these rules back for redrafting so that they:
o Reflect the original conservation intent of the community’s petition,
o Restore and maintain BLNR’s oversight of permit approvals, and

e Prioritize reef recovery, not commercial exploitation.
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Hawai‘i’s reefs are our shared heritage—once they are gone, they cannot be replaced. Please
stand with the people of Hawai‘i in protecting these ecosystems for future generations.

Mabhalo nui loa for your time and consideration,
Dani Ainslie

Waimea, Hawai‘i Island



From: Mark & Theresa

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Preserve the reef and reef fish!!
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:21:19 AM

I am Theresa Fenton, a resident of 69-1947 Puako Beach Drive on the island of
Hawaii for over 20 years.

Our community has spent a decade or more and millions of dollars in efforts to
protect the reef and the fish. To undermine this effort by allowing aquarium
collection at a time when the entire ecosystem is under threat is alarming. |
sincerely hope and trust you will deny this proposal. We are battling warming
waters, invasive species, pollution from farming runoff, contamination from wild

animals and cesspools.

Aquarium collection is counter to our protection and restoration efforts.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the
community’s call to safeguard reef life and restore the public’s trust by
keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and

accountability.

Thank you for considering this urgent request!
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From: Garnett Puett

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:21:41 AM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is [Your Name], and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask
you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—they are
culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted

as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now successfully cultivated by the
Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological
balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above
commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawai‘i‘s Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must
hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust
resources are NOT for privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for large-scale
commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000-$500,000
to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for
reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.
Thank you for your time,

Garnett Puett
Captain cook HI


mailto:puettg001@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Alexandra Grutter

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 agenda item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:22:40 AM
Hello,

There are many aquarium fishes now being bred in captivity, perhaps supporting such
industries here would be better than allowing the removal of wild species which are
already very low in numbers and at risk from land use pollution and climate change.

The aquarium trade benefits a few only but hurts the rest of us, including the tourism
trade. All visitors come to the islands to SEE wild fish.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to
safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were

meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with
BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.

Sincerely

Lexa Grutter, Kapaau, Hawaii island 96755
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From: Jordan Haugland

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2 — Oppose DAR’s Aquarium Collecting Rule
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:33:37 AM

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board,

I am a resident of Hawai’i Island and am writing to strongly oppose the Division of Aquatic
Resources’ (DAR) proposed rule package to re-open Hawai‘i’s reefs to commercial aquarium
collecting.

This proposal represents a serious breach of public trust. The community’s original petition—
approved unanimously by the BLNR—called for the protection of Hawai‘i’s reef life and a
phase-out of commercial aquarium collection. Instead, DAR’s draft rules disregard both the
public will and scientific guidance by reestablishing a system that enables the large-scale
extraction of reef fish for profit.

Our reefs are already under immense pressure from warming oceans, pollution, and coral
bleaching. Reef fish play a critical role in keeping these ecosystems resilient. Allowing
hundreds of thousands of fish to be taken each year—without local limits or oversight—
jeopardizes the health of entire reef systems and the livelihoods and traditions that depend on
them.

It is especially troubling that this proposal seeks to remove BLNR oversight of aquarium-
collecting permits, consolidating that power within DAR itself. Transparency and
accountability are essential to good governance. Decisions affecting Hawai‘i’s marine life
must remain under public scrutiny through the BLNR process.

I respectfully urge the Board to send these rules back for redrafting so that they:
» Reflect the original conservation intent of the community’s petition,
* Restore and maintain BLNR’s oversight of permit approvals, and
* Prioritize reef recovery, not commercial exploitation.

Hawai‘i’s reefs are our shared heritage—once they are gone, they cannot be replaced. Please
stand with the people of Hawai‘i in protecting these ecosystems for future generations.

Mabhalo nui loa for your time and consideration,
Jordan Haugland

Waimea, Hawai‘i Island
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