
From: Sammie Stanbro
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:37:20 AM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Sammie Stanbro and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask
you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—they are
culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted
as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now successfully cultivated by the
Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological
balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above
commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must
hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust
resources are NOT for privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for large-scale
commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000–$500,000
to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for
reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Sammie
Hilo Hawaii

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:sstanbro1945@gmail.com
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From: Judy Stevenson
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:54:00 AM

To Whom it May Concern:

My name is Judy Stevenson. I live in Puako on the Big Island.  Please hear my voice.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so they truly honor the community’s call to protect
and restore Hawaiʻi’s reef life—rather than reviving the very trade these rules were meant to
end. Public trust can only be restored by keeping permitting authority with the BLNR, where
transparency and accountability belong.

Mahalo

mailto:nanipuako135@gmail.com
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From: Tanya Szerlip
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2 — Oppose Reopening Hawaiʻi’s Reefs to Aquarium Collecting
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:59:07 AM

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Tanya from Kailua Kona, Hawaii. Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony
in strong opposition to the Division of Aquatic Resources’ proposed rule package to reopen
Hawaiʻi’s reefs to commercial aquarium collecting.

This proposal represents a serious breach of public trust and a reversal of years of
community-led conservation efforts. What began as a petition to ban commercial aquarium
collecting statewide, unanimously accepted by this Board, has been rewritten to serve the
very industry it was meant to regulate. Instead of safeguarding our reef life, these rules would
once again allow the mass removal of hundreds of thousands of fish every year—stripping our
reefs for private profit at the expense of the public good.

DAR’s proposed rule:

Ignores the community’s intent and transforms a conservation measure into a
licensing framework for large-scale extraction.

Allows annual catch limits up to 400% higher than historic levels reported by
collectors, with no meaningful local protections against reef depletion.

Contradicts scientific consensus that herbivore populations must increase—not
decrease—for reefs to withstand climate change.

Undermines fiscal responsibility, generating only about $700 per year in permit fees
while costing taxpayers hundreds of thousands for oversight.

Silences public oversight by transferring permitting authority from BLNR to DAR,
enabling decisions behind closed doors and eroding transparency.

Moreover, the overwhelming majority of Hawaiʻi’s people oppose this trade. A recent
independent poll found that 84% of Oʻahu and Hawaiʻi Island residents support ending
the commercial capture of reef fish permanently, while only 10% support reopening the
trade.

Hawaiʻi’s reefs are not a private resource; they are a public trust, vital to our cultural identity,
local livelihoods, and the ecological health of our islands. Reopening them to commercial
aquarium collection would deepen the wounds of past exploitation and betray the communities
that have fought to protect them for decades.

I respectfully urge the Board to send these rules back for redrafting so that they truly reflect
the community’s will—to safeguard reef life, uphold the integrity of Hawaiʻi’s natural
resources, and ensure BLNR retains full permitting authority for transparency and
accountability.

Please stand with the people of Hawaiʻi and protect our iʻa, our reefs, and our future.

mailto:tanya2tk@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


Mahalo nui loa for your time and leadership,
Tanya Fleming
Kailua Kona, Hawaii



From: Hurlden Kiesel
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Aquarium Fishing
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 9:16:14 AM

Please revamp fishing amendment especially for Kaneohe Bay I've been a fisherman here for
many years and was part of the aquatic industry and notice that the yellow times are bad but
not necessarily that abundant so please prohibit any taking of fish from Kaneohe Bay and if
need be strict cap on it 10 yellow time per person per day / one greenbird per person per day /
5:00 per person per day / 10 mixed bag fish per person per day / 20 mixed cucumbers per
person per day/100 Halloween or orange band leg hermits per person per day (Island
Wide)/1500 tiny cone snail hermits (pipipi) which I was one of or maybe the main supplier of
in the state for nearly 20 years(Island Wide) still have laminated map of the island of my
harvesting throughout all those years if you folks would like to look at it!, please take this into
serious consideration especially the taking of marine life in Kaneohe Bay!, Aloha, Hurlden
Kiesel (Piliwale Ohana)/which was the highest Chiefs and included Kukaniloko(one of my
great grandma's) please Google the name Piliwale to find out the history of Oahu and how it
came to be till today!

mailto:kieselhurlden@gmail.com
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From: Amy and Steve Gillum
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 9:18:48 AM

My name is Amy Gillum from Kailua-Kona on the Big Island and I would like to express my
disappointment in hearing of DAR's plan to change the rule package to re-open Hawaii's
reefs to commercial aquarium collecting. As a scuba diver I have seen significant fish
depletion during aquarium collecting years and then population rebound upon aquarium
collecting being banned. It is hard to fathom why this is even coming back up again. The
community spoke loud and clear - there is no reason to revive the trade that the rules were
meant to end. Keep the permitting authority with BLNR for transparency and accountability!

mailto:sagillums@gmail.com
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From: Grace, Alfred
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 9:18:54 AM

 
Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to
safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were
meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with
BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.
 
Sincerely,
 
P. Alfred Grace
 

mailto:gracea@polynesia.com
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From: Honokaa People"s Theatre
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 9:24:11 AM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources, My name is [Your Name], and I
am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve
public hearings at this time. Today, I respectfully ask you to: 1) Keep the permitting authority with the
BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability. 2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true
collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE. 3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and
Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for
sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and
ornamental takes. 4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild
harvest is unnecessary. 5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to
prevent abuse and ensure ecological balance. 6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing
cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for
ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice! 7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal
principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the
benefit of the people of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized
commercial export. The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it
creates a framework for large-scale commercial exploitation. It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an
estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000–$500,000 to manage this industry. It
contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive
climate change. Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them. Thank
you for your time, 

Phaethon Keeney 
Honokaa, Hawaii Island 96727

mailto:honokaapeople@yahoo.com
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From: Angela Britten
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO to AQ rules @ BLNR on 10/24/2025
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 9:24:23 AM

Aloha, 

My name is Angela Britten, I am from Kailua, Oahu. 

Please send the rules regarding commercial aquarium fishing back for redrafting so that
they reflect the community’s call to safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very
trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping
the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.

Our reefs are our first line of defense against the effects of climate change and when
taken care of properly can provide food for everyone who lives here. Allowing
commercial aquarium collection not only undermines the health of the reefs but also of
our people. 

The Division of Aquatic Resources' (DAR) rule package to re-open Hawaiʻi’s reefs to
commercial aquarium collecting is a profound betrayal of the public’s trust. What
began as a community-led petition to ban commercial aquarium collecting
statewide—which was unanimously approved by BLNR—has been turned upside
down. Instead of protecting reef life, DAR’s draft rules package gives the trade
everything they’re asking for and would allow the capture of hundreds of thousands of
reef fish every year.

The rule was supposed to “take full consideration of the petition to ban” and create
“something short of zero,” per instructions from Chair Dawn Chang. Yet DAR ignored
those directions, worked closely with the aquarium trade, and dismissed every
solution offered by the petitioner hui. A plan meant to safeguard Hawaiʻi’s reefs has
been rewritten to once again empty them for profit.

Now, DAR is moving to further stifle dissent and silence the public—proposing
to remove BLNR’s oversight of aquarium-collecting permits and transfer that power
to DAR itself, allowing permits to be issued behind closed doors with no public notice,
scrutiny, or opportunity for input.

It’s a repeat of DAR’s August 2024 attempt to bypass BLNR, which was withdrawn after
public outrage and an assurance that permitting would remain with BLNR. Fourteen

mailto:angela.britten@gmail.com
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months later, that promise has been broken. And it’s no coincidence—this about-turn
comes just after BLNR finally admitted what advocates have said all along: it has the
legal authority to deny aquarium collection permits.

This rule package represents a breach of public trust and a backslide into
secrecy, betraying communities that have worked for decades to protect Hawaiʻi’s
reefs.

Why This Matters

Institutional betrayal:  the proposed rule no longer reflects the community’s
conservation intent. Instead, it now functions as a permitting framework for the
large-scale commercial take of reef fish.

Obscene greed. The proposed annual catch limits are 400 percent higherthan what
seven collectors reported taking annually for 20 years.

Environmentally destructive. DAR refuses to set local limits to prevent depletion. With
no guardrails, every reef would be vulnerable to degradation and collapse, as
occurred decades ago in leeward Oʻahu.

Extreme fiscal irresponsibility. Estimated permit revenue: $700 per year.
Estimated management cost (excluding enforcement): $300,000 – $500,000.

Contradicts science. Researchers agree that reef fish abundance must increase for
reefs to withstand the effects of climate change. Allowing mass extraction of herbivores
defies both science and common sense.

Overwhelming public opposition. A recent scientific poll found 84% of Oʻahu and
Hawaiʻi Island residents support permanently ending the commercial capture of reef
fish. Only 10% support the large-scale capture proposed in DAR’s draft rule.

Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Angela Britten 



From: Mike Coots
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Aquarium fishing
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 9:39:12 AM

Aloha,

My name is Mike Coots, born and raised on Kaua’i. I am opposed to commercial aquarium fishing, and am in full
support of a ban on the trade.

Mahalo

Mike

mailto:mikecoots@hotmail.com
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From: Kate M
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Deny permits for Aquarium Collection of Maui"s most precious residents
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:00:11 AM

Aloha
I am a full time resident of Maui County and I would like to submit testimony to URGE the
Board of Natural Land Resources to DENY and stop any idea of permits for Aquarium
Collection of Maui's fish

Hawaii has the most endemic fish in the world.  While this is an exciting and unique
designation, allowing fish to be removed from the ocean is criminal and negligent.

The fish are collected cruelly and their survival rate is low.  
The reefs need fish!

This is a reckless act that will have dire consequences for our Ocean

Please continue to deny access and permits to collect fish for Aquarium use.

I thank you for your attention

Kate Mahjoubian

mailto:katemahjoubian@gmail.com
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From: Jon Barnes
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:06:48 AM

﻿Hi,
I am a resident of California who travels to the Big Island yearly for a scuba diving vacation. I am concerned about
the impact of this rules package on the reefs, which would impact my tourism to Hawaii. Please send the rules back
for redrafting. Thank you,
Jonathan Barnes

mailto:jonbarnes@yesrecordsmusic.com
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From: Veronica Gibson
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:10:53 AM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Veronica Gibson, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed
aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time. I am a trained
marine biologist who studies nearshore reef ecology and the biocultural systems associated
with nearshore ecosystems in Kona and Hawaiʻi as a whole. I was raised in Kailua Kona who
has seen the declines in our reef fishes since my childhood in the 1990s. Please protect these
already threatened and invaluable cultural, subsistence, and living resources for recreation and
tourism. 

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang (Zebrasoma flavescens) and Potter’s Angelfish (Centropyge
potteri) from the whitelist, as they are now successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute
(OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000–$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

mailto:vgibson@hawaii.edu
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Our reefs are critical to cultural practice, tourism, recreation, and subsistence fisheries. The
practices of the aquarium trade and shipping reef fishes elsewhere in the world, with the high
rates of mortality of aquarium reef fishes, amounts to cruelty, waste of valued resources, and
disrespect and degradation of cultural resources.

Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Veronica Gibson, PhD
Keauhou, Kailua-Kona, Hawaiʻi and Lāʻie, Oʻahu

Uwē ka lani, ola ka honua; when the heavens cry, the earth lives,
Veronica Gibson
Heʻeia National Estuarine Research Reserve Postdoctoral Wetland Researcher, Hawaiʻi
Institute of Marine Biology

My working day may not be your working day. Please do not feel obligated to reply to this
email outside of your normal working hours.
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From: Melia Lane-Kamahele
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] DLNR LAND BOARD MEETING - 102425 - Agenda Item K.1 (OCCL) - Submittal of testimony - Hawaii

Loa Ridge Preserve
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:21:37 AM

Re:  Request for Administrative Fines and Other Penalties Against the Hawaii Loa Ridge
Preserve

Aloha Chairperson Chang and Board members:

My name is Melia Lane-Kamahele, I serve as the Vice President of the Aina Haina
Community Association, I am a 45-year resident of Wailupe Valley (Aina Haina), retired
from a 40+ year career in resource conservation and management and I am an adjacent
landowner (downhill side) – With a heavy heart I have watched the absolutely
irresponsible management of these parcels for almost 10 years since it was purchased
in 2016.

Additional considerations of note:

1. Documented a male individual who lived on site full time for more than 2
years.  When asked by neighbors, Guagliardo said the man was “a
caretaker”.  At the time there were no hygiene facilities on site, a "tool shed"
and the community was concerned regarding sanitation issues.

2. Documented at least 27 truckloads of construction debris (concrete
driveway/walkway and building foundation materials, ceramic toilets, glass
shower doors, rock, boulders, wood) that were dumped on site and used to
build a huge unpermitted terrace above my residence with issues of slope
erosion, instability, and current water runoff.

3. The residents of Manauwea Street remain concerned about full insurance
coverage at HLRP (as required by their permit) and potential rockfall issues
or other incidents such as flooding and slope movement.

4. Within the past 6 months all remaining kiawe trees on the site mauka of my
residence have been cleared/cut and two remaining old growth healthy
kiawe fronting the private road portion of Manauwea Street have been
hacked with chainsaws creating potential instability?  What about permits

mailto:melia.lanekamahele@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


for trimming and removal?? 

 
5. Conservation/preservation zoning has been blatantly ignored, multiple

cumulative impacts have damaged the lands and resources - this is not
pono, and it is disrespectful, arrogant behavior that continues to ignore
the rule of law.

 I am supportive of the staff submittal and recommendations.  Mahalo for your time and
consideration in this matter.



From: Laura French
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Aquarium fishing permits
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:21:53 AM

We have owned property in Puako since 2002, a major draw of the area being the reef and the fish who survive on
it. We recently heard about plans to open up the permit limit for aquariums to freely capture our beloved fish life.
We are opposed to this for obvious reasons - to protect the ecosystem, reduce poachers, maintain the health of the
reef etc.

Thanks for your consideration,

Robert Epstein and Laura French

Owners of 69-1704 Puako Beach Drive

mailto:lxf111@aol.com
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From: Erik
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fish Take Permits
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:23:07 AM

I am writing from Lahaina Maui. My name is Erik Stein and I have been
doing conservation work and scuba diving on my island for near 50 years.
In that time it is clear that over fishing and other insults to the reef
have been
causing our reef to degrade. In my many talks with DAR representatives
they have been clear that reducing impacts from take will help our reefs
to continue to thrive. DAR needs to uphold the supreme courts decision
and provide protection to the reef fish so that all of us may benefit
instead of selling out to a tiny group of 7 to 10 fisherman for $700 a
year.

mailto:kupuohi@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Jennifer Wirth
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Commercial Aquarium Collecting
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:26:34 AM

Aloha, 
My name is Jennifer Wirth, and I'm a resident of Kahului, on the island of Maui. I'm sending
this email as not only a conservation advocate and volunteer who has spent her free time with
several different organizations in the hopes of protecting the beauty of the natural world that
surrounds us, but also as someone who enjoys recreational diving, snorkeling, and anything
that involves the water. I'm with the majority of the community who is against opening up our
reefs to be exploited until they are dead and gone due to Commercial aquarium catching. Reef
fish abundance is integral to the overall health of the reef. The science backs this. We're
already battling climate change when it comes to protecting our ocean species and have
already reached a tipping point, so why would we further endanger our reefs by taking the fish
they need to survive and thrive? If we allow these commercial permits at ALL, let alone at the
wildly unsustainable limits proposed, how long until we do irreversible damage? How long
until we start telling friends, family, and even visitors stories of distant memories about how
beautiful and diverse our oceans used to be? 
Please, we cannot allow Hawaii and its wildlife to be further exploited by commercial
activities that don't benefit the community or the islands' ecosystems in any way. We cannot
continue to sell off nature until there's nothing left to sell. 

I speak for the fish, for the fish have no voice. Please do not move forward with this plan.
Please respect the community's wishes. Please respect these islands. 

Mahalo for your consideration
Jennifer Wirth
Friend to fish
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From: Simmy
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 11:21:30 AM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Simmy McMichael born in the Territory of Hawaii], and I am testifying in strong
opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public
hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000–$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.
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Mahalo
Simmy McMichael
Kailua Kona, Hawaii



From: pomai stone
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] 10/24 AGENDA ITEM F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 11:30:15 AM

aloha mai kakou!

o au iho no keia o Johanna Kapomaikai Stone, he wahi ahe malanai keia no Kailua,
Koolaupoko, i ulu ma lalo o ka malu o Konahuanui a me Ulumawao. He mau kalo kanu o ka
aina makou, mai kinohi mai, mai ke poo wai mai o Kamakalepo a me Palikoekoe.

Eia iho no kuu mau manao:
Send the rules back for redrafting, whereas they DO NOT currently reflect our call to
SAFEGUARD our Kanaloa. DO NOT revive the very PROSTITUTIONAL trade the rules are
meant to END! DO send back these rules and take steps to RESTORE the publics trust by
keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.   

Our iʻa kupuna are not to be sold. Shall i sell your grandmother to be in a box? or perhaps
your grandfather? your mother maybe? your father? your children or your siblings?

You are being called to rejoin Creation in our humble, reverent stewardship as humans, the
youngest sibling in the Web of Creation. 

O au iho no keia, ko oukou wahi kaina, e hoomanao aku ana ia oukou, na hoa i auana hele, i
ke kulana o ia mea he kanaka, he pokii. O kakou iho no na kauwa, no ka mea o ko kakou alii,
o ia hoi ka aina. 

naʻu me ke aloha nui
na Johanna Kapomaikai Stone

-- 
na-u me ke aloha
na Johanna Kapōmaikaʻi Stone
.:me he lau no ke Koʻolau ke aloha:.
"Mauliola i ka Mahiʻai: 
Our Farming is our Stewardship because our Resources are our Relations" 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzAyjgHnv4c

mailto:pomaistone@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzAyjgHnv4c__;!!LIYSdFfckKA!yikdzT2riQIvCUoX3bPGLklQykawa-KtkGrDRpNg-BxtCcdNZC_tkHraenoNYArpvwLYTRA1EetTm8RiNZ3P2-68-C8$


From: JeanMarieB
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 11:32:57 AM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Jean-Marie Burkhardt and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules
and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.
Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1. ﻿Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability.
2. ﻿﻿﻿Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE.
3. ﻿﻿﻿Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely-they are

culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being
double-counted as both food and ornamental clean our reefs. They are being double-countedog; both food
and ornamental ak..
4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter's Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute
(O1) of Hawai'i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu
—wild harvest is unnecessary.

﻿﻿﻿Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure
ecological balance.

Align with DLNR's Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above
commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

﻿﻿﻿Align with Hawai 'i's Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR
must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawaii, present and future.
Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for
large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000-
$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase-
not decline-for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.
1. 

Thank you for your time,
Jean-Marie Burkhardt 
Honoka’a, Hawaii 96727

mailto:53jeanmarieb@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Greg and Rebekah Kaufmann
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony Against Reopening Commercial Aquarium Fishing in Hawaiʻi
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 11:49:26 AM

TO: Board of Land and Natural Resources

RE: October 24 Agenda Item F.2 - Opposition to DAR's Aquarium Collecting Rule Package

FROM: Rebekah, Owner - Kohala Divers & Siren Sportfishing

LOCATION: Kawaihae, Hawaiʻi Island
Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board,
I am writing to strongly oppose DAR's proposed rule package reopening Hawaiʻi's reefs to
commercial aquarium collecting. As owner of Kohala Divers, a PADI 5-Star Dive Center
operating since 1984, I have witnessed how healthy reef ecosystems are essential to both
our marine environment and our local economy.
Our Business Depends on Thriving Reefs
For over 40 years, Kohala Divers has brought thousands of visitors and residents to
experience the underwater beauty of Hawaiʻi's reefs. Our customers come to see vibrant,
populated reefs teeming with the colorful fish that make Hawaiʻi's waters world-renowned.
When reef fish populations decline, our business suffers directly:
Diminished customer experience: Divers and snorkelers travel from around the world to see
Hawaiʻi's iconic reef fish in their natural habitat—not empty reefs stripped for the aquarium
trade.
Loss of repeat business: Our 75% customer retention rate is built on consistently excellent
reef experiences. Degraded reefs mean disappointed customers who won't return or
recommend us.
Undermined educational mission: We offer PADI certification courses, coral monitoring
through Reefchecker, and ocean stewardship programs. Depleted reefs undermine our
ability to teach marine conservation.
Economic impact: Our operation generates over $100,000 monthly during peak season,
supporting numerous full-time and part-time staff and their families. The dive and
ecotourism industry provides far more sustainable, long-term economic benefit than
commercial aquarium collecting ever could.
Why This Rule Package Fails Hawaiʻi

Proposed catch limits are 400% higher than historical takes—this is exploitation, not
conservation
No site-specific protections leave every reef we dive vulnerable to depletion
Contradicts science: Reefs need more fish to survive climate change, not mass extraction of
herbivores
Ignores public will: 84% of Hawaiʻi Island residents oppose commercial reef fish
capture

This rule package no longer reflects the community's conservation intent. Instead of
protecting reefs as the unanimous BLNR petition intended, DAR has created a

mailto:gnrkaufmann@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


permitting framework for large-scale commercial extraction. Moving permitting
authority behind closed doors at DAR, with no public oversight, compounds this
betrayal of public trust.

My Request
Please send these rules back for redrafting to reflect the community's call to safeguard reef
life—not revive the trade they sought to end.
Keep permitting authority with BLNR for full transparency and public accountability.
Protect Hawaiʻi's reefs for the sustainable industries that depend on them, the communities
that cherish them, and future generations.
The choice is clear: support a handful of collectors extracting hundreds of thousands of fish
for private profit, or protect the reefs that sustain our tourism economy, cultural heritage,
and marine ecosystems.
Mahalo for your consideration,
Rebekah Kaufmann

Owner, Kohala Divers & Siren Sportfishing

61-3665 Akoni Pule Hwy, Kawaihae, HI 96743

(808) 882-7774



From: Mark Surles
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:11:47 PM

I am a frequent visitor to Hawaii. I live in La Jolla, CA, have been diving for 40 years in the
Pacific (Hawaii, CA, Fiji), the Caribbean, and Mexico. Hands down Hawaii has the best coral
wildlife and off-coral fish. Further, I believe the big island is the best, and the north west coast
(Kohala) is better than south of the airport in Kona.

When people ask what the diving is like, I always say Hawaii is like living in an aquarium
looking at millions of schools of fish. Other places have better coral and soft coral, but
nowhere compares to the fish, crustaceans, etc.

Please do not allow commercial harvesting. It will impact the experience, and that will
certainly impact tourism.

I would be happy to share more if interested.

Regards,
Mark Surles
858.395.9462

mailto:surles.mark@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Tlaloc Tokuda
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:13:00 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Tlaloc Tokuda, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium
fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000–$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Tlaloc Tokuda

mailto:tlaloctt@hotmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


Kona Kailua, HI 96740



From: Lesli Lindgren
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:14:17 PM

Aloha,

Lesli Lindgren, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii Island

I'm writing to oppose the proposed aquarium fish collection rules. Please send them back for
redrafting.

The community petition called for protecting our reefs, not creating a framework for large-
scale commercial fish extraction. The proposed catch limits are 400% higher than what
collectors actually took over 20 years, and without local limits to prevent depletion, every reef
is vulnerable to collapse like what happened in leeward Oahu.

Removing BLNR's oversight and transferring permitting to DAR eliminates public
accountability and breaks the promise made in August 2024 to keep permitting transparent
under BLNR's review.

Please send these rules back for redrafting to reflect the community's call to protect reef life
and keep permitting authority with BLNR for transparency and accountability.

Mahalo,
Lesli Lindgren

(808)495-4994

lesli@keepsimpledesign.com

Online Calendar

mailto:lesli@keepsimpledesign.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov
tel:%28808%29495-4994
mailto:lesli@keepsimpledesign.com
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://keepsimple.17hats.com/p*/scheduling/dtkpspxvwrvtdxzfrrskvnxhkrtbcfkr__;Iw!!LIYSdFfckKA!xUItOuTP4efgAWD4AUhzhjnmefyE-CqY2t9fNFIlUreOvo6IxpZipY1HZIqdXoNWgPjzQiXHwxsNeKuzkoEkvlugEzFF$


From: Amy Young
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:14:24 PM

From:
Amy Young
Kailua-Kona
Island of Hawaii

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to
safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to
end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself
for full transparency and accountability.

mailto:amy@current-events.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Linda Morgan
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:14:42 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I strongly oppose the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public
hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000–$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Mahalo for your time,
Linda Morgan

mailto:lindainhawaii65@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


Ocean View, Hawaii Island



From: Valerie Delahaye-Ippolito
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:15:52 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Valerie Delahaye-Ippolito and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed
aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000–$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Valerie Delahaye-Ippolito 

mailto:valerie@mahalohale.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


Kailua Kona, 96740

PS: Due to the current practices my children and future grand children will never be able to
experience the joy of swimming with the incredible species of fish as I did in Kahalu’u.   

Valerie Delahaye-Ippolito
valerie@mahalohale.com
Office: 808.334.9888
Cell: 323.599.1888

Our work
Mahalo Hale Website
https://www.mahalohale.com/copy-of-our-work

Staging Before/After
https://www.mahalohale.com/before-after

Houzz Page 
https://www.houzz.com/pro/vr1vr1/mahalo-hale

Mahalo Hale Community Services 
https://www.houzz.com/projects/2790244/habitat-4-humanity-8-bedrooms-for-11-children-
dream-rooms-project

OM AH HUM VAJRA GURU PADME SIDDHI HUM

"How a society treats its disabled is the true measure of a civilization."
- Chen Guangcheng



From: Michael Bell
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:15:59 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Michael and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing
rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000–$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Michael Bell

mailto:michael@bodyglovehawaii.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


Kailua Kona, Big Island



From: David Leonhardt
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Written testimony against DARs opening of commercial aquarium trade
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:19:34 PM

Aloha, my name is David Leonhardt, I live in Lahaina, Maui. I have lived here for almost seven years and have
spent most of that time in and under the water. I have seen reefs be torn apart by illegal take and commercial fishing
using huge nets and fishing line. I have seen the reef rebound after years of that not happening. I’ve seen the coral
get demolished and slowly start to take hold again. Opening up the islands to commercial take will be devastating to
the reefs and the communities that rely on the fish for food. Taking the fish by the thousands doesn’t hurt just the
fish population numbers. Coral that has taken decades if not centuries to grow will die off. Other animals that rely
on the number of fish will die off like the critically endangered endemic monk seal, endangered sea birds that call
Hawaii home and all sorts of whale species that travel through our waters. The animals of the islands should not be
used to let other countries or states profit from our ocean. The health of the ocean is more important than letting
companies profit by taking everything from it. Please do not pass this new rule and end the aquarium practice of
taking from our reefs.

Mahalo nui
Dave
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:scubadavid.lionheart@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Michael Lauterman
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Reference October 24 Agenda Item F.2 - The Hawaii Dept of Aquatic Resources
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:23:06 PM

To the Hawaii Department of Aquatic Resources,

I am writing to express my profound concern regarding the potential revisiting of policies that
could allow external interests to exploit Hawaii's marine life for profit. As a long-time resident
of Maui and a business owner whose operations depend on effective resource management
and the protection of our reefs and sea life, this issue is of critical importance to me and my
community.

My business employs over 60 local staff, and we actively support numerous NGOs dedicated
to the stewardship of Hawaii's marine environment. I am deeply troubled by the prospect of
opening our waters to an aquarium trade that, in my view, is detrimental to both our fish and
our islands. While I recognize the influence of well-funded lobbyists on local politicians and
bureaucrats, I believe that prioritizing short-term gains for outside interests is short-sighted
and fundamentally unfair to the residents who cherish and rely on our precious sea life daily.

I urge you to do what is right for Hawaii's marine ecosystems and its people by permanently
ending practices that allow the exploitation of our waters for external gain.

Sincerely,
Michael Lauterman
-- 
Michael Lauterman
Personal Email

mailto:michael.lauterman@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: NORIKO MORISAKI
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:26:51 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Noriko Morisaki Donna, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed
aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000–$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Noriko Morisaki Donna

mailto:nomorisaki@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


Holualoa, Hawai’i Island 



From: Kaleo Wassman
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:30:02 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is [Your Name], and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask
you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—they are
culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted
as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now successfully cultivated by the
Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological
balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above
commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must
hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust
resources are NOT for privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for large-scale
commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000–$500,000
to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for
reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Kaleo Wassman
Kona, Hawaii

Sent with Aloha

mailto:kaleo.4@mac.com
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From: Wailana Medeiros
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F-2 BLNR Meeting, Aquarium Fishing Testimony
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:30:50 PM

Aloha to whom it may concern, 

I am Wailana Medeiros, from Ho‘okena, Hawai‘i Island. 

I am requesting that the rules be sent back for redrafting so that they reflect the community's
call to safeguard reef life--rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to
end--and restore the public's trust by keeping the permitting and authority with BLNR itself
for full transparency and accountability. Kole and Umaumalei should be REMOVED from the
whitelist entirely, they are culturally food fish that were harvested for sustenance, and are vital
herbivores that clean our reefs. Yellow Tang and Angelfish should also be REMOVED from
the list as they are now successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai‘i 
Pacific University (HPU)--wild harvest is unnecessary. BLNR must add detailed clarity
around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological
balance. They MUST align with DLNR's Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural,
subsistence, and ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for
ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice, and in fact, THREATENS the cultural
practice. They MUST align with Hawai‘i's Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle,
protected in our state constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the
benefit of the people of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for
commercial export. As a community member, and lineal descendant of Ho‘okena, where my
family has fished for sustenance for generations, prioritizing Aquarium fishing for commercial
export is offensive and threatens our livelihood and resources. There is nothing that these
fishers do to give back to the community, and in fact, in 2017 hundreds of fish were found
dead in garbage cans left by aquarium fishers. 

Please take into consideration my testimony,

Mahalo nui,
Wailana Medeiros

Let us not forget 

-- 
Wailana Medeiros M.A.
PhD Student - Political Science 
Graduate Assistant 
Center for Oral History - Department of Ethnic Studies 
Pronouns She/Her/‘O ia
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa

mailto:wailanam@hawaii.edu
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Kristin
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:36:42 PM

﻿
I can't believe that there is a draft to re-open Hawai'i's reefs to commercial aquarium
collecting!
The reefs are in dire need of protecting.  As tourism is the largest form of income,
what will happen? We come every year to snorkel and enjoy the beauty of the fish &
coral reefs. 
What will happen when the reefs are destroyed and tourists no longer come to
snorkel to enjoy the aquatic beauty?
This is no small action!  The reefs are already in trouble due to climate change!  We
need to protect what we currently have.  We can't afford another collapse like
decades ago in leeward O'ahu!
We need to move forward with ending the commercial capture of reef fish and
safeguard reef life!
Mahalo

Kristin Janssen
Oshkosh, WI 

mailto:kmjanssen@aol.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Julia Marrack
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:00:03 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources, My name is
[Your Name], and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium
fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time. Today, I
respectfully ask you to: 1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full
transparency and accountability. 2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true
collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE. 3) Remove Kole
(Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—
they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes. 4)
Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University
(HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary. 5) Add detailed clarity around permits,
terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological balance.
6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice! 7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a
legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural
resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public
trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial export. The proposed rule no
longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for
large-scale commercial exploitation. It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an
estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000–$500,000 to
manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must
increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change. Our reefs are our life
support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them. Thank you for your time,
Julia Marrack, Kamuela, Hawai'i Island

mailto:jmarrack2@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Kristin O"Friel
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: 10/24/2025 Agenda Item F.2 - DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:01:19 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I am testifying in opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules.
I oppose the removal of marine life in West Hawaiʻi for aquarium use,
and encourage banning aquarium collection throughout the state of
Hawai‘i.

Mahalo,
Kristin OFriel

mailto:kristin.ofriel@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Pool
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:11:53 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Kale Tanaka, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask
you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—they are
culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted
as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now successfully cultivated by the
Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological
balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above
commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must
hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust
resources are NOT for privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for large-scale
commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000–$500,000
to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for
reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Kale Tanaka
78-6824 Makenawai st
Kailua-Kona Hawaii 96740

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:kaletanaka@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Sandy Lee
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:23:02 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is [sandra Lee], and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask
you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—they are
culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted
as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now successfully cultivated by the
Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological
balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above
commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawaiʻiʻs Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must
hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawaiʻi, present and future. Public trust
resources are NOT for privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for large-scale
commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000–$500,000
to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for
reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
[Sandra Lee]
[Hilo, Hawaii]

Sent from my iPad

mailto:sandyswings73@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: JEANNETTE HEIDRICH
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keep AQ collecting permits with BLNR
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:34:21 PM

Jeannette Heidrich, Kailua Kona, Hawaii

PLEASE keep Hawaii’s fish on the reefs.  Redraft the rules package prepared by the DAR, to
end commercial reef fish collecting.

These are my reasons

Environmentally destructive. DAR refuses to set local limits to prevent depletion. With no
guardrails, every reef would be vulnerable to degradation and collapse, as occurred
decades ago in leeward Oʻahu.

Extreme fiscal irresponsibility. Estimated permit revenue: $700 per year.
Estimated management cost (excluding enforcement): $300,000 – $500,000.

Contradicts science. Researchers agree that reef fish abundance must increase for reefs to
withstand the effects of climate change. Allowing mass extraction of herbivores defies both
science and common sense.

Overwhelming public opposition. A recent scientific poll found 84% of Oʻahu and Hawaiʻi
Island residents support permanently ending the commercial capture of reef fish. Only 10%
support the large-scale capture proposed in DAR’s draft rule.

Thank you, and I truly hope the fish stay safe on the reef

mailto:jheidrich@me.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: carrie west
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:09:39 PM

lease include your name, home island and town (if you are outside of Hawai'i, please do still
submit your testimony and include the islands you visit). Here are some quick talking points to get
started... "Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, I want Hawai'i's
reefs intact, I want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium
decimation!"

mailto:cewest67@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Sandra Couch
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:10:13 PM

 "Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, I want Hawai'i's reefs
intact, I want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!"

Sandra Couch
Naperville, IL

mailto:sndrcch@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Coral Taylor
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:11:13 PM

Hello,
My name is Coral Taylor and I live in June Lake, CA. I love Hawai'i and the ocean. 

Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, I want Hawai'i's reefs
intact, I want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!

Thank you very much,
Coral 

mailto:coral.rose79@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Thalia Productions
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:11:25 PM

Hawai'i is in my birthplace, please, no reef wildlife trafficking for
the aquarium trade, I want Hawai'i's reefs intact, I want coral cover
and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!

Please do the right thing here...thank you, Thalia

mailto:thalia@thaliaproductions.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Juliet Pearson
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:11:27 PM

Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, I want Hawai'i's reefs
intact, I want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!

Juliet Pearson
Kailua

mailto:julietpearson79@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Dan Silver
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2 - OPPOSE
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:13:36 PM

Gentlepersons:

It is unconscionable to allow degradation and loss of reef biota for commercial purposes.  The
aquarium trade must not override the public trust in Hawaii’s wildlife.  Please stop this ill-
conceived idea.

Sincerely,
Dan Silver

Dan Silver, Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League
505 S Flower St #71001
PO Box 71001
Los Angeles CA 90071

213-804-2750
dsilverla@me.com
https://ehleague.org

mailto:dsilverla@me.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: linda willaby
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:16:37 PM

October 24; Agenda Item F.2

To Whom it May concern,

It's bad reef management to sell off all the pretty reef fish. "The commercial
aquarium collectors will do whatever it takes to gather as much as they can, and they
give nothing back to the community.” Most of the fish die before they reach end end
consumer. Reef fish provide critical ecological services by eating algae off the reefs,
which allows coral to breathe and access sunlight. The reefs, in turn, serve as buffers
against ocean waves, storms, and floods.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to
safeguard reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were
meant to end—and restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with
BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.

Yours truly,

Linda Willaby

Pahoa

Big Island Hawaii

mailto:lwparisfrance@hotmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Diana Lewis
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:17:15 PM

Protect these turtles! They deserve to live and prosper!

Diana Lewis
Sent from my iPhone
Please excuse the auto-correct.

mailto:dianalewis5700@yahoo.com
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From: L. R.
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:17:40 PM

Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, I want Hawai'i's
reefs intact, I want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium
decimation!

Sincerely,
Line
Denmark

mailto:miss_bmw2007@hotmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Joseph Quirk
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:18:42 PM

Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, I want Hawai'i's reefs
intact, I want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation

Joseph Quirk
147 Avenue A
#2R
New York, NY
10009
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jquirk66@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov


From: Kathryn Fox
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:19:00 PM

We have already lost so many of Hawaii's birds, so now you want to deplete the island of its marine life!   
We don't need to kill our wildlife just so someone can have a little thrill of looking at a specimen in an
aquarium.   The marine life belongs where it is.  Too much of our marine animals have been taken
already.  They belong in the sea where nature intended.  There are too many humans on earth now and
the continual exploiting of our animals is taking its toll.even more as our population rises.   No No No. 
don't take Hawaii's marine life for aquariums and the pet trade.
Kathryn N. Fox

mailto:knfox2004@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov
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