From: Barbara Gholz

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:19:58 PM

It is important to protect the reefs.
Barbara


mailto:gholzbarbara@aol.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Bill Forbes

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:20:19 PM

| am writing as a US citizen and past visitor to Hawaii. | am against plans to grant aquarium
collection permitting authority to the Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR). As | understand it, if
approved, this move will sidestep public notice, silence community response and fast-track new
collection permits - opening the door once again to unrestricted exploitation of Hawai‘i's reef

wildlife and habitats.

This is not acceptable. Thank you.


mailto:bforbes04@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Judith Smith

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:23:18 PM

Stop decimating Hawaii's reefs and biodiversity! No more reef wildlife
trafficking for the aquarium trade for peoples vanity! | want Hawai'i's reefs
intact, | want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered from
aquarium collection decimation!

Judith Smith
Oakland, CA 94601


mailto:judithsmith313@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Robyn Reichert

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:24:13 PM

PLEASE protect the reefs!

Miss Reichert M.Ed.

VE Inclusion teacher (K-4)

Hope Centennial Elementary School
Room 311

"Strive for progress, not perfection!"

Disclaimer: Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in response to a
public records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.


mailto:robyn.reichert@palmbeachschools.org
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Eugene Perricelli

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:24:54 PM

Good grief; you will allow pursuit of profit to destroy your reefs? Tell me it isn't so. Please defend our
shared environment and save it for future generations.

Thank you, Claire Perricelli, Eureka CA


mailto:ceperr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: kirk francis

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2. NO WILDLIFE TRAFFICING!!!
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:29:20 PM

NO reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade! we want Hawai'i's reefs intact because we want
coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!

kirk francis family (4 voters!)
laupahoehoe, big island.


mailto:luddite@whidbey.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Anthony Wong

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:29:21 PM

Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, | want Hawai'i's reefs
intact, | want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!

Anthony M. Wong
Retired Teacher
Vacaville, CA, USA


mailto:twong502@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Karen Kindel

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:30:31 PM

No reef wildlife trafficking! the reef could be decimated by this unnecessary practice. How can anyone
support such activities when the reef is an irreplaceable gem.


mailto:k.kindel@att.net
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Nancy Sidebotham

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:31:06 PM

"Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, I want Hawai'i's reefs intact, I want coral
cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!"

Humans have ruined enough regarding the planet, and it is way past being ignored. We are all on the planet for a
reason and we are all animals. It is way past the time to repair the damage we homo sapiens have done along with
the killing of the wildlife.

Thank you,

Nancy

Nancy Sidebotham
510 635-2678


mailto:nannystu@sonic.net
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: cbettington@bigpond.com

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2 - Please do NOT allow coral reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium
trade

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:33:42 PM

Dear BLNR staff,
PLEASE, do NOT allow coral reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade in Hawai’i!

Hawali’i is a precious place. | had a fantastic holiday there a few years ago. My main motivation in
visiting Hawai’i was to view the wild whales —the Humpbacks that visit the islands; we also took a
submersible dive to view fish, corals, sponges and a wreck. We visited the Big Island, to see the
volcanoes, the lava flows, and Captain Cook’s monument, and the great snorkeling in that bay; we
saw stunning landscapes there, and the spectacular scenery on Kauai. | was heartbroken when
wildfires destroyed Lahaina a couple of years ago: we had attended a fantastic |G‘au and had stayed
in an old inn there, & visited the Chinese Temple — all gone! Thank goodness the Banyan tree is
slowly recovering.

Please, do NOT allow coral reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade —it’s just a profit-making
enterprise with no end; greed will strip the reefs of all life before the lust for profit is satisfied.
Destruction of nature must stop! Nature is the basis of all life, including all humanity. At some point
we have to stop the endless taking, the terrible destruction, the greed.

Why not now?

Thanks for your attention to this matter, thank you for stopping this insane industry.
Yours sincerely

C Bettington
Maroubra, NSW 2035
AUSTRALIA


mailto:cbettington@bigpond.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Lynn Costa

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:37:11 PM
To Whom it May Concern,

"Hawai'i is in my heart, no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, | want Hawai'i's reefs
intact, | want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!"
| have visited Lanai & Maui & | do not want to see the beautiful sea life taken away to be shut in

some stupid aquarium!

Regards,

Lynn Costa
Idgcosta@gmail.com


mailto:ldgcosta@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov
mailto:ldgcosta@gmail.com

From: Chantal Eldridge

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:38:36 PM

Hi. My name is Chantal Eldridge. | live in Austin, Texas. My aunt lives in Hawaii,
and | have visited many times. Hawaii is important to me, and | would like to voice
my opposition to reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, | want Hawaii’s reefs
intact, | want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium
decimation!


mailto:chantaleldridge@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Suparna Vashisht

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 23 Agenda Item F.2: Aquarium collection permitting authority
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:41:21 PM

Aloha!

| live in Maui and have appreciated the seeing the positive effects of protection efforts
on the health of our Honu. We still have a long way to go to protect our coral reefs
and the reef fish that help keep the coral reef and our Honu healthy.

| am writing to urge the Hawai‘i Board of Land and Natural Resources (BLNR) plans
to not grant aquarium collection permitting authority to the Division of Aquatic
Resources (DAR). If approved, this move will sidestep public notice, silence
community response and fast-track new collection permits - which will again open the
door to unrestricted exploitation of Hawai‘i's reef wildlife and habitats.

We need to do more to save and restore Hawai'i's reefs. We need more coral cover
and biodiversity. Allowing collection of our native fish for aquariums and the pet trade
is cruel and dishonorable and it will harm our ocean and the creatures that live there.

Malama Pono!
Suparna Vashisht

"Almost everything you do will seem insignificant, but it is of the utmost importance that you
do it" Mahatma Gandhi
"Realize that everything connects to everything else” Leonardo Da Vinci


mailto:suparnavashisht@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Stephan Donovan

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:43:27 PM

Protect reefs in Hawaii.

Stephan Donovan

11900 North Labyrinth Drive
Oro Valley, AZ 85737
312-213-2926


mailto:stephandonovan@me.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Troy Bruzdzinski

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO to aquarium collecting
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:43:30 PM
Aloha,

DO NOT OPEN HAWAITIAN REEFS TO AQUARIUM COLLECTION. What an asinine and
awful idea for an already damaged ecosystem under immense stress. I can't believe you're
even considering this. Do not allow it.

Mabhalo,
Every resident that isn't a bad person or an aquarium shop owner


mailto:troybruz@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Nina Wouk

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:52:31 PM
To Whom It May Concern:

No Reef Wildife Traffickiing Ever! Leave the Reefs Alone!
Sincerely

Nina Wouk


mailto:nwouk@ix.netcom.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Abigail Gindele

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:53:15 PM

Please, do not allow reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade. Hawai'i's reefs are too
important; they need to be left intact. The coral cover and biodiversity is crucial. If they are
not protected, they will soon be in shambles and aquariums are just a form of jail for these

organisms.

With hope,
Abigail Gindele
Portsmouth, NH


mailto:agindele@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Mari Mennel-Bell

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:54:19 PM
Hello!

While | do not live in Hawaii, | do live on a barrier Island in the
Atlantic. | began snorkeling as a young child and feel so blessed to
have experienced all the incredible varieties of sea life before my
eyes.

| have visited the Hawaiian islands and fell in love with them also.
Hawai'i is in my heart, and | firmly believe there should be absolutely
no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, | want Hawai'i's
reefs intact, | want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles
rendered on aquarium decimation.

Please make the right decisions to protect our fragile, vitally
important sentient sea life!!

Very sincerely
Mari Mennel Bell
Lauderdale By The Sea, FL 33062


mailto:mari471@aol.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Leonie Terfort

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oppose October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:54:59 PM

To the the Hawai‘i Board of Land and Natural Resources,
| am asking you to oppose Agenda Item F.2.

Reopening Hawaii’s coral reefs to commercial removal of wildlife for sale will vastly
damage coral ecosystems, deplete reefs and destroy marine habitats.

Hawai'i's reefs need to remain intact, with coral cover and biodiversity, not decimated by the
aquarium trade. | oppose reef wildlife trafficking for aquariums.

If approved, this move will sidestep public notice, silence community response and fast-track
new collection permits - opening the door once again to unrestricted exploitation of
Hawai‘i’s reef wildlife and habitats.

Please oppose Agenda Item F2.

With kind regards,
Leonie Terfort


mailto:lterfort@icloud.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Aoife Hart

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:57:20 PM
Dear BLNR,

I am a frequent visitor to Hawai’i, having lived some of my early life in the lovely town of
Lihue, KI. It is thus with a mixture of heartfelt love for the islands, and dread for the future of
its pristine marine environments, that [ write you.

A return to exploitive scavenging of the coral reefs — which face dire threats as global
warming accelerates — would be a further degradation of this precious habitat. Please do not
allow for harmful, selfish attacks on sea life.

Thank you,
Aoife Hart,
Seattle WA

aoife hart


mailto:aoifeassumpta@icloud.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Lilian

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:58:23 PM

I have visited Hawaii only once and would like to visit again. I hope that
Hawaii's reefs will still be intact when I visit again. Reef wildlife
trafficking for the aquarium trade will decimate the coral cover and
diversity. Please do not allow the reefs to come to harm.

Lilian Burch

Pompano Beach FL


mailto:tiggerlil@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Lizard Blizzard

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:58:35 PM

NO EXPLOITATION/EXTRACTIONS FROM WILD REEFS.


mailto:liz1952@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Sophia Vassilakidis

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:59:56 PM

To whom it may concern

Please do not grant aquarium collection permitting authority to the Division of Aquatic
Resources (DAR). Reefs are already endangered enough to due climate change, pollution, and
human ship traffic, and climate scientists have delcared the recent die off of coral reefs world
wide as passing the first tipping point into climate chaos. Despite the EIS findings from a
dubious entity like the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council, which has lobbied on behalf of
puppy mills, allowing reef collection will surely further harm already fragile reefs.

Please do not again allow commercial removal of reef wildlife. Hawai'i has done so well to try
and rehabilitate it's wildlife recently - please don't Texas the islands.

Thank you

Sophia Vassilakidis
Houston, Texas

Virus-free.www.avast.com
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From: Momi Vee

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Keeping Hawai'l's sea life Safe from extinction.!!!
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:03:29 PM

Aloha Members of the BLNR. We humbly ask for you to PLEASE send the
rules back for redrafting, reediting and reconsideration. This is so they
reflect the entire community’s call to Uphold and Safeguard a

vulnerable reef life—rather than reviving a horrific trade, the proposed
rules were meant to END—and Restore the public’s trust by keeping the
permitting authority with BLNR itself for full transparency and
accountability.” We are Hawai'l, know throughout the world and its history
as the “Most Extinct Species Lost” in one place!!! Why have we lost so
much of what is True Hawai’l..?? Because of careless leadership and lack
of accountability for our country. Plain and simple, and Now you want to
sell our unique sea life - without knowing how much we will loose forever.
PLEASE STOP this madness!!! We have generations coming up who will
never know the fish their grandparents knew? We are those grandparents.

Mahalomai for your responsible actions and compassion.

Ms. Momi Vee
Kahului, Mau’l 10/20/2025


mailto:momivee@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Jeannie Jewell

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:03:34 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Jean Jewell and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium
fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawai‘i‘s Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000-$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Jean Jewell


mailto:jeannie.jewell@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

Holualoa



From: Elena Tillman

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:05:02 PM

Please do not allow for reef wildlife trafficking to benefit
the aquarium trade. We need Hawai'i's reefs intact, and
want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles
rendered on aquarium decimation! Most recently, | have
visited Oahu, Hawai’i, and Maui, though have visited for
many years, and consider the reefs to be a sacred place,
not to be opened up for exploitation of wildlife and their
habitat for the pet trade. Please protect the coral reefs
and marine wildlife! It would be criminal to further harm
our ocean, especially during one of the worst bleaching
events in history. Please, do NOT grant collection
permitting authority to the DAR.

Thank you,

Elena Tillman and family

Best,
Flena Tillman


mailto:tillman.elena@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Wendy Walcott

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:07:18 PM

As a citizen of the United States now living in Buffalo NY, I have visited Hawai’i 4 times, each time in search of
wild parks, sacred sunrises and uncrowded beaches. The ocean is a national treasure and the mainland pet industry
must not be allowed to destroy habitat for short-term profit. They are hiding from oversight, and will continue until
everything is gone. Hawai’i needs respectful visitor dollars more than exploitation.


mailto:ewalcott15@gmail.com
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From: Keynin Kretz

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of f2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:08:14 PM

I am in full support of properly managed fisheries and I believe aquarium fishing is a
sustainable fishery.


mailto:kkretz@hawaii.edu
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From: Leslie Dawn

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda F.2 Protect Hawaiian Reefs from exploitation
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:10:06 PM

My name is Leslie Edwards and I reside in Palm Harbor,FL. I'm a retired Zoologist and
Ecologist who has seen the effects of the pet industry firsthand in Florida.

I have been privileged to enjoy the Mana of the Hawaiian Islands on several occasions. I
stayed in Oahu and in Kauai, and hope to return. I enjoyed snorkeling in the Hawaiian Islands,
rich with biodiversity in the reefs. They have been protected from exploitation by the pet trade
industry for years, leading to the incredible beauty I saw there.

Short sightedness has caused the reefs off the Southern coast of Florida to become a shadow of
themselves. I snorkeled there too. In the 1980s, it was colorful with a lot of different species of
corals thriving and many marine creatures were still thriving in the diverse ecosystem there.
Now, the corals are bleached, with algal blooms and lower biodiversity.

After years in circuit court, the appellate court and finally the Hawai‘i Supreme Court, the
courts ruled to end the trade on injunctive relief and pending an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). But instead of an independent review, the mainland aquarium trade group -
the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) - was allowed to write the EIS itself.

It would be WRONG for the Hawaiian government to squander your precious natural
resources by pandering to a paid lobbyist representing the pet industry (Pet Industry Joint
Advisory Committee). The aquarium trade should supply captive bred creatures, not wild
caught ones. The loss of life during transport is high. The loss of biodiversity from reef
systems targeted by the pet trade is unacceptable. Reefs worldwide are in trouble with the
changing climate. The impacts created by removing species deemed attractive for retail sales
are unknown, especially because an impartial environmental impact study hasn't been
conducted.

**%* An independent review of the environmental impacts should take place before any
decisions. It's of vital importance that the EIS be conducted by a science based team, not a

lobbying group.***

[ urge your government to consider the future. The amount of revenue gained by ecotourism in
the Hawaiian Islands is only sustainable if the reefs remain intact.

Mabhalo

Leslie Edwards
Palm Harbor, FL 34684

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad
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From: Karen Altergott

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:11:19 PM

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to safeguard
reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and
restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full
transparency and accountability

Please protect our oceans.
Why allow this greed and suffering?

Thanks for your consideration
Karen Altergott L.Ac.
Waikoloa, HI

808-990-6996

www .karenaltergott.com

Aloha from my iPhone
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From: SM

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:13:07 PM

Dear Decision Makers,

Please protect Hawaii’s reefs from commercial harvesting for the aquarium trade. Hawaii’s reefs are already greatly
impacted by heavy touristic use, agricultural and homeowner runoff, erosion, and recreational fishing and
spearfishing.

I own property in Koloa, Kauai, and although I don’t currently live in the islands many of my extended family
members do, on Kauai, Oahu, Maui and Hawaii.

Hawaii’s reefs and their inhabitants need to be protected for the future, not open to short-term exploitation to the
aquarium industry.

Sharon McGuire
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From: Nicole Fountain

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:14:16 PM

Protect Hawaii's reefs!

Nicole Fountain

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer


mailto:nicmasterflash@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=nativeplacement&c=US_Acquisition_YMktg_315_SearchOrgConquer_EmailSignature&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=US_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100002039&af_sub5=C01_Email_Static_&af_ios_store_cpp=0c38e4b0-a27e-40f9-a211-f4e2de32ab91&af_android_url=https:**Aplay.google.com*store*apps*details*id=com.yahoo.mobile.client.android.mail&listing=search_organize_conquer__;Ly8vLy8_!!LIYSdFfckKA!z9ImoA24bSdtc6UEiOfd8ugaRFO1yUOt_A6USLLBmb_MUptCUuv6wd3bl5PfWRa0yoOz0d5X-WRCdnBBiLLeVVZyi6ukGEmO$

From: Janell Copello

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:19:18 PM

Hawai'i is an incredible place with such rich, diverse and important ecosystems that must be
protected at all costs. Reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade must no be allowed. This will
only harm and jeopardize these pristine areas. Hawai'i's reefs should be kept intact where coral
cover and biodiversity is protected. Please do not grant aquarium collection permitting authority to
the Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) resulting in unrestricted exploitation of Hawai‘i’s reef
wildlife and habitats. Do the right thing and keep these beautiful and ecologically rich areas away
from being destroyed. It is the right thing to do.

Thank you,
Janell Copello

Please recycle and minimize waste
Be kind and respect animals
More love, less hate


mailto:janell.copello@yahoo.com
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From: A.K. Shingle

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposal to re open Commercial Aquarium Fishing
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:19:39 PM

Please do not allow this.

I frequently snorkel along the Puako coastline on Hawaii island where I live, and there are few fish as it is. It is
essential that their numbers increase to ensure a healthy reef system. There are challenges as it is with the warming
of ocean waters and cesspool run off. Aquarium fish gathering would be the final blow.

Thank you for your consideration.

Alice Shingle

Puako

Hawaii

Sent from my iPhone


mailto:akshingle@hawaii.rr.com
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From: La Vaughn Standridge

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:24:20 PM

PLEASE DO NOT ALLOW REEF WILDLIFE TRAFFICKING FOR AQUARIUMS!
Thank you-

La Vaughn Standridge

Aurora, Co 80012, USA

animalsoull @gmail.com
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mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov
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From: Dick Schoech

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:28:12 PM

My trip to Hawaii involved getting in the water to observe corals and

the animals & fish that live there. If you do not preserve your natural
environment, you are throwing away one of the best sources of income
Hawaii has and your greed is helping to destroy our planet and the world
your kids will live in.

Dick Schoech, Arlington Texas 76012


mailto:dschoech@sbcglobal.net
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Jeannette Butts

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:28:36 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Jeannette, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask you to
NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—they are
culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted

as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now successfully cultivated by the
Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological
balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above
commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawai‘i‘s Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must

hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust
resources are NOT for privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for large-scale
commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000-$500,000
to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for

reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,

Jeannette Butts
Kailua Kona, Hawai'i


mailto:jbutts27@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Jan

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:28:59 PM

I want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!"


mailto:jrichewisniewski@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: docket mattock 7a@icloud.com

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:30:37 PM

I have visited Hawaii and found it to be beautiful and especially the waters around it. Please protect the waters
around Hawaii.

Mary Whitlow

3224 Bryn Mawr Dr.

Dallas, TX 75225


mailto:docket_mattock_7a@icloud.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Patricia Marchant

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:33:10 PM

Please do all you can to protect Hawaii’'s reefs! By protecting the
Hawaiian Islands’ resources, we're protecting ourselves.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Blackwell-Marchant
Castro Valley, CA 94552-1708


mailto:patmarchant@comcast.net
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: MICHAEL McGUIRE

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:36:12 PM

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to
safeguard reef life—as it was intended. Do not allow DAR to circumvent and bypass
the wishes of the public and BLNR.

Please do not allow reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end.
This makes no sense in allowing the very fish that the reef's depend upon to be
collected almost unlimitedly commercially for personal greed.

Please restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself
for full transparency and accountability. Over 84% of Hawaii's population wanted
commercial aquarium collection to stop!

Mahalo for your consideration,

Michael McGuire
77-188 Mahiehie Street

Kailua-Kona, HI 96740


mailto:mikemcguire87@msn.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: J Perinchief

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:36:40 PM

I have been fortunate enough to have travelled to Hawaii four times with my family. I have
been to the Big Island, Maui, and Oahu, and each of these islands was spectacular. Hawaii
truly is paradise on earth. Therefore, I'm writing today to respectfully request that you do not
allow reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade. Coral reefs are fragile and their diversity
must be protected for current and future generations.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Jana Perinchief
Sacramento, CA


mailto:janasg@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Lizette Sandoval

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24th; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:42:00 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Lizette Kuzen, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed
aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui
and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that
clean our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent
abuse and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawai‘i‘s Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the
people of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized
commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while
costing $300,000-$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef
fish abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,


mailto:lizettesandov@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

Lizette Kuzen
Kalaheo, Kauai



From: Jake Kuzen

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24th; Agenda item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:42:02 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Jacob Kuzen, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium
fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawai‘i‘s Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000-$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Jacob Kuzen


mailto:j_kuzen22@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

Kalaheo, Kauai
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From: Candace Volz

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:43:44 PM

While | don't live in Hawaii, I've visited the big island and want to come back to visit the rest of the
islands. One thing | don't want is to see Hawaii's reefs damaged by collecting fish for aquariums.
Not only does this kill fish (many die while being captured), it ruins the reefs they're snatched from
because of the "stun bursts" that fish capturers use to grab aquarium fish. "Hawai'i is in my heart,
no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade, | want Hawai'i's reefs intact, | want coral cover
and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation!" Candace Volz, Austin, TX


mailto:cmcvolz@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: timduda@aol.com

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:45:46 PM

No reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade!

| want Hawaii's reefs intact, | want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on
aquarium decimation.

SAVE THE REEFS!

Timothy Edward Duda


mailto:timduda@aol.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: contact@thewebcat.biz

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:45:55 PM
Hello,

I live in West Monroe, Louisiana. I enjoyed my visit to The Big Island for snorkeling, whale watching and visiting
the amazing volcanoes.

I have fond memories of experiencing the sea life. I hope that you will protect the marine life from being exploited
by the pet trade.

Best wishes,
Charles

Sent from my iPhone


mailto:contact@thewebcat.biz
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Mike Cass

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:50:51 PM

Please protect the reefs at all costs
Mike


mailto:mike_e_cass@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Lorraine Waianuhea

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oct 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:55:37 PM

Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Board,
I strongly oppose the rules package in Agenda Item F.2.

The proposed rules allow for DAR to issue commercial aquarium fishing permits even though
communities across Hawai‘i have been advocating for a ban against all commercial aquarium
collecting for years. Extraction by the commercial aquarium trade is antithetical to BLNR's
Hierarchy of Use Policy where cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs must be prioritized
above any commercial interests.

Please send the rules back for redrafting so that they reflect the community’s call to safeguard
reef life—rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end—and
restore the public’s trust by keeping the permitting authority with BLNR itself for full
transparency and accountability.

Mabhalo,
Lorraine Waianuhea
Palolo, O‘ahu


mailto:mamowaianuhea@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Martha Jarocki

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:56:08 PM
Aloha

I am a visitor to Ohau and Maui. I urge you to establish regulations the most protective for
wildlife.

Marths Jarocki
Greenbrae, CA
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