From: richard bodien

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:58:25 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is [Your Name], and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed aquarium fishing rules and ask
you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:
1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and accountability.
2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist entirely—they are
culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean our reefs. They are being double-counted
as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now successfully cultivated by the
Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse and ensure ecological
balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above
commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawai‘i‘s Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state constitution, DLNR must
hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust
resources are NOT for privatized commercial export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a framework for large-scale
commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing $300,000-$500,000
to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish abundance must increase—not decline—for
reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Richard Bodien

Haw1

96719
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From: Andrianna Mendiville

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda F-2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:00:09 PM

To those at the Division of Aquatic Resources,

Opening Hawaii's reefs to commercial aquarium collecting would be a travesty to the already
delicate ecosystem and to all aquatic life. If this is not enough of a reason to cause alarm,
perhaps one would think about the potential impact this would have on the tourism industry.
People come from all over the world to enjoy Hawaii's fish and sea life. Allowing
commercial aquarium collecting would deeply impact this as well. Let us not deplete our
natural resources anymore.

Respectfully,
Andrianna Mendiville, RN, BSN
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From: Lilia Davis

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F-2 BLNR Meeting, Aquarium Fishing Testimony
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:05:31 PM

Aloha e BLNR,

I am providing testimony against the Aquarium Fishing Permits. I am from Maui, and am a
Natural Resource Manager in my community of Ha‘ikl, sending support to the community of
West Hawai‘i.

In relation to the rules introduced by DAR pertaining to Aquarium Fishing Permits I am
requesting that the rules be sent back for redrafting so that they reflect the community's call to
safeguard reef life, rather than reviving the very trade the proposed rules were meant to end.
By doing so, they may restore the public's trust by keeping the permitting and authority

with BLNR itself for full transparency and accountability.

In relation to species, Kole and Umaumalei should be REMOVED from the whitelist entirely,
they are culturally food fish that were harvested for sustenance, and are vital herbivores that
clean our reefs. Yellow Tang and Angelfish should also be REMOVED from the list as they
are now successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai‘i Pacific

University (HPU)--wild harvest is unnecessary.

BLNR must add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to
prevent abuse and ensure ecological balance. They MUST align with DLNR's Hierarchy of
Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and ecosystem needs above commercial
extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental enjoyment is not a cultural practice, and in
fact, THREATENS the cultural practice.

They MUST align with Hawai‘i's Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our
state constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the

people of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for commercial export.
Please heavily reconsider.

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony,

Lilia Davis
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From: Seb C

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24; Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:05:44 PM

Dear Chair Chang and members of BLNR,

My name is Sebastian Church. I am a resident of Makiki and work on the Windward side of
O'ahu, from the ahupua'a of He'eia up to the ahupua'a of Punalu'u. I am strongly opposed to
the rules package submitted by DAR to BLNR concerning aquarium collecting (agenda item
F.2)

Among the communities I work in, the historic decline in reef resources is well understood
and documented by kama'aina and long-term residents of coastal areas. The damage that reefs
have endured from persistent overfishing and invasive species introduction, have impaired
their resilience, while also unraveling the food security of local communities who have
subsisted on these costal resources for centuries.

Exploiting Hawai'i reef resources for commercial aquarium collection is a shallow,
unsustainable idea that lacks economic creativity and ecological forethought. Considering
DAR's reversal on banning commercial aquarium collection state-wide, and their dismissal of
local input to the rules package they have submitted, DAR is clearly unfit to assume decision-
making authority ascribed to BLNR.

I humbly implore you to follow through on your mandate to protect Hawai'i's natural resources
and reject the rules package sent by DAR.

Thank you for your service in stewarding Hawai'i's resources.
Me ke mahalo,

Sebastian
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From: Janet Soderstrom

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:05:52 PM

To: Hawai'i Board of Land and Natural Resources

On October 23, 2025, the BLNR plants to grant aquarium collection permitting
authority to the Division of Aquatic Resources. If approved, this move will sidestep
public notice, silence community response and fast track new collection permits. |
AM DEEPLY OPPOSED TO YOUR PROPOSED MOVE which will open the door
once more to unrestricted exploitation of Hawai'i's reef wildlife and habitats.

| am outraged that you allowed the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council, a mainland
aquarium trade group, to write the Environmental Impact Statement. Instead of
conducting an independent review, you are now justifying your actions based on the
flawed PIJAC report.

| worked for United Airlines for 16 years and traveled to Oahu, Lanai, Maui and the
Big Island. Hawai'i's natural beauty is the main driver of tourism to your state. Your
job is to protect the environment and wildlife, not destroy it.

| urge you not to resume aquarium collection permits.
Sincerely,

Janet Soderstrom
San Ramon, CA
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From: Robert Giles

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:07:48 PM

Hello BLNR and DAR,

As a visitor to the amazing islands of Hawaii, | have visited the big island, Maui, Kauai and
Oahu, | have always been impressed by the beauty and value of the wildlife on the islands and
in the waters surrounding the islands. Hawaii has also been called "the extinction capital of
the world", primarily for the loss of many unique and beautiful bird species.

With all those things in mind, | am troubled by the endorsement of allowing the pet trade to
harvest aquatic life around the islands. The support of the pet trade is extremely short sighted
and contrary to establishing a reputation of a healthy Hawaiian ecosystem. | respectfully ask
for the people able to influence this decision to support wildlife and the reputation of Hawaii.

Best regards,
Robert Giles
Escondido, CA
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From: Todd

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:08:58 PM

As a frequent visitor to Maui, I strongly oppose any reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium
trade. | want Hawai'i's reefs intact, | want coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered
on aquarium decimation!

Thank you,
Todd Snyder
San Francisco, CA
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From: Sharon Paltin

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:09:02 PM

I am Sharon Paltin, M.D., a Family Physician in Northern California.

My father, Samuel J. Paltin, M.D. and his widow, Tanya are longtime
residents of Hilo, Tanya having been born there. My sister, Tamara
Paltin, is the Maui County Councilwoman for the area which includes
Lahaina, (and she was born on Oahu). As you can imagine, [ am very
proud of her and her work in the wake of the catastrophic wildfires.
Our brother, David grew up on Big Island and he is again a resident of Hilo.

I have been able and fortunate to visit several times and my favorite
activity is snorkeling in the reefs. I care very much for the health of

the reefs and I request you prevent reef wildlife trafficking for the
aquarium trade, and help keep the ecology of the reefs intact, with
healthy corals and biodiversity. Please resist the greed of aquariums
who would steal the wildlife who are suffering. For example take the
recent news of a proposal to euthanize 30 Baluga whales by Marineland
in Ontario.

Thank you for your kind attention,

Sharon Paltin, M.D.
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From: Michael

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:10:09 PM

My name is Michael Braude, and | am a frequent visitor to the island of Hawai'i.

Hawai'i is in my heart and soul. It is not a place for reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium
trade. | want Hawai'i's reefs intact to preserve coral cover and biodiversity, not the
shambles resulting from the decimation resulting from the pursuits of aquarium industry.

Please preserve Hawai'i's reefs.

Michael Braude
Menlo Park, CA
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From: Susan King

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:11:18 PM

My name is Susan King and | live in Concord, CA. | was lucky enough to go to Oahu on a high
school graduation trip. A small group of us went to Hanauma Bay and | went snorkeling for the
very first time. | was AMAZED at what | all saw and have loved snorkeling ever since! I've
visited Kauai many times, Hawaii twice, and both Oahu and Maui once. Each time I've enjoyed
snorkeling by just walking off the beach into the water. Sea turtles, eels and a myriad of
colorful fish have been there to greet me. | can’t imagine if the reefs are decimated of their
beautiful, mesmerizing wild life. Please DO NOT allow reef wildlife tracking for the aquarium
trade. Not only will the reefs suffer but tourism will also be affected. | can’t imagine visiting
the Islands and not having snorkeling be a highlight. How sad that will be.

Please, please, please say NO to DAR.

Sincerely,
Susan King

Virus-free.www.avast.com
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From: Pilimai Traub

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item F.2 - RE: DAR Aquarium Fishery Permitting Rules
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:11:24 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

My name is Monica Pilimai Traub, and I am testifying in strong opposition to the proposed
aquarium fishing rules and ask you to NOT approve public hearings at this time.

Today, I respectfully ask you to:

1) Keep the permitting authority with the BLNR to ensure full transparency and
accountability.

2) Send these rules back for redrafting in true collaboration with the 2023 Petitioners Hui and
DOCARE.

3) Remove Kole (Ctenochaetus strigosus) and Umaumalei (Naso lituratus) from the whitelist
entirely—they are culturally respected food fish for sustenance and vital herbivores that clean
our reefs. They are being double-counted as both food and ornamental takes.

4) Remove Yellow Tang and Potter’s Angelfish from the whitelist, as they are now
successfully cultivated by the Oceanic Institute (OI) of Hawai’i Pacific University (HPU) in
Oahu—wild harvest is unnecessary.

5) Add detailed clarity around permits, terms, conditions, and accountability to prevent abuse
and ensure ecological balance.

6) Align with DLNR’s Hierarchy of Use Policy, prioritizing cultural, subsistence, and
ecosystem needs above commercial extraction. The Aquarium Fishery for ornamental
enjoyment is not a cultural practice!

7) Align with Hawai‘i‘s Public Trust Doctrine. As a legal principle, protected in our state
constitution, DLNR must hold all public natural resources in trust for the benefit of the people
of Hawai‘i, present and future. Public trust resources are NOT for privatized commercial
export.

The proposed rule no longer reflects community conservation intent. Instead, it creates a
framework for large-scale commercial exploitation.

It is fiscally irresponsible, generating an estimated $700 a year in permit revenue while costing
$300,000-$500,000 to manage this industry. It contradicts science, which shows reef fish
abundance must increase—not decline—for reefs to survive climate change.

Our reefs are our life support system. Please uphold your duty to protect them.

Thank you for your time,
Monica Traub
Ocean View, Ka‘a
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KE ALA PONO
Kua O Ka La New Century Public Charter School
345 Makalika, Hilo HI 96720
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copy, forward, disclose or use any part of this message or its attachments. If you received this transmission in error
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Continuous Notice of Non-Discrimination

The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) and its schools do not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, gender identity,
gender expression, sexual orientation, age, disability, and religion in its programs and

activities. Please direct inquiries regarding HIDOE nondiscrimination policies as
follows:

Beth Schimmelfennig Director
Rhonda Wong Compliance
Aaron Oandasan Title VI
Toby Yamashiro Title VII
Nicole Isa lijima Title IX
Krysti Sukita ADA/504
Civil Rights Compliance Branch Hawaii State Department of Education
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From: Nilce Alvarez

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Testimony. Nilce Alvarez F-2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:14:21 PM
Hi there.

I am against exploiting our reefs. Don’t do hidden permits.

Sent from my iPhone
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&= TROPICALTRUTH

HAWAIIANS SUPPORT

SUSTAINABLE FISH COLLECTION

Executive Summary

Animal rights and environmental extremists are lobbying and litigating to try to ban the collection of
fish for home aquariums from the waters of Hawaii. However, Hawaiians overwhelmingly reject a ban
on fish collection, instead preferring regulators permit sustainable collection of fish.

POLLING: NOVEMBER 2023

Question 1: Are you aware of the debate about collection of tropical fish offshore of Hawaii for
home aquariums?

1.Yes 47%

2. No 53%

Question 2: Hawaii generally practices ‘sustainable use’ of natural resources. This means the
government regulates harvesting of natural resources so that not too much is taken and the resource
has time to recover. This allows for continued harvesting over time and saves the jobs and income it
provides to Hawaii residents. Do you generally agree or disagree with the idea of sustainable use?

1. Agree 96%

2. Disagree 4%

Poll of 500 Hawaiian adults conducted by CARAVAN on behalf of Tropical Truth between Nov. 16-29, 2023. Margin of error +- 4%.
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Question 3: Some animal rights activists want Hawaii to completely ban the collection of fish for
home aquariums. They claim this practice is harmful to the environment. However, marine scientists
with the University of Hawaii and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration point to data
showing that the fish populations have been growing for many years while collection has occurred.
They conclude that fish collection is sustainable in Hawaii. Who do you think has more credibility in
this debate?

1. Marine scientists 72%
2. Animal rights activists 13%
3. Don't know 15%

Question 4: Which best describes your point of view?

1. Hawaii should allow sustainable collection of fish 73%
2. Hawaii should prohibit all collection of fish 17%
3. Don't know 10%

Question 5: Do you believe regulators such as the Board of Land and Natural Resources should
be managing resources based on science, or prohibiting sustainable resource usage based on the
opinions of special interest groups?

1. Manage resources in a science-based way 78%
2. Prohibiting resource usage because of special interest groups 7%
3. Don't know 15%

Poll of 500 Hawaiian adults conducted by CARAVAN on behalf of Tropical Truth between Nov. 16-29, 2023. Margin of error +- 4%.
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POLLING: JULY 2023

Question 1: Hawaii generally practices “sustainable use” of natural resources. This means the
government adopts regulations to ensure that whatever is taken can be replenished, to allow for
continued use over time. Do you agree or disagree with sustainable use?

1. Agree 93.86%

2. Disagree 6.14%

Question 2: Some activists want Hawaii to ban the collection of fish for home aquariums. They
claim this practice is harmful to the environment. However, marine scientists point to data showing
that the fish populations have been growing for many years while collection has occurred. Existing
regulations also establish many protected areas where fish can breed and cannot be collected.
Based on this information, what best describes your point of view?

1. Fish collection should be allowed if it is done sustainably 79.42%

2. Fish collection should be banned 20.58%

Online poll of 650 Hawaiians adults conducted July 25-31, 2023. Margin of error +- 4%.
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POLLING: FEBRUARY 2023

Question 1: Hawaii generally practices “sustainable use” of natural resources. This means the
government adopts regulations to ensure that whatever is taken can be replenished, to allow for
continued use over time. Do you agree or disagree with sustainable use?

1. Agree 92.57%

2. Disagree 7.43%

Question 2: There is a debate in Hawaii over the collection of fish for home aquariums. Have you
seen anything about this? Select all that apply.

1. Yes, on social media like Facebook and Twitter 28.00%
2.Yes, on TV news 28.86%
3. Yes, in the newspaper 14.29%
4. No 48.29%

Online poll of 350 Hawaiians adults conducted in February, 2023. Margin of error +- 4%.
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Question 3: Some activists want Hawaii to ban the collection of fish for home aquariums. They
claim this practice is harmful to the environment. However, marine scientists point to data showing
that the fish populations have been growing for many years while collection has occurred. Existing
regulations also establish many protected areas where fish can breed and cannot be collected.
Based on this information, what best describes your point of view?

1. Fish collection should be allowed if it is done sustainably 85.14%

2. Fish collection should be banned 14.86%

Question 4: Hawaii has banned the collection of live fish for home aquariums in some areas.
However, in those same areas, fishermen can still catch and kill the same species of food. Which
describes your point of view?

Total Pct

1. Both should be allowed, if practiced sustainably 69.71%
2. Live catching should be allowed, but not catching for food 5.43%
3. Catching for food should be allowed, but not catching live fish 18.86%
4. Both should be banned 6.00%

Online poll of 350 Hawaiians adults conducted in February, 2023. Margin of error +- 4%.



From: Joshua Schechtel

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony

Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:56:29 PM
To Whom It May Concern,

I am a part-time resident of the Big Island, and I have seen the local populations of reef fishes decrease over the last
15 years. This is due to many reasons, many of which involve complex solutions. However, the reduction in reef
fishes and the damage to their habitat caused by collection for the aquarium industry is a very easy problem to fix.
The Environmental Impact Statement on live fish collecting was written by a biased source, the Pet Industry Joint
Advisory Council, and therefore should not be used to make decisions about reopening Hawaii’s waters to live fish
collecting. Please do what is best for our marine habitats and do not allow to resume live fish exports from Hawaii’s
dwindling reefs.

Thank you,

Josh Schechtel
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From: Jonah F

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 3:57:07 PM

Please do not allow reef animals to be collected for the aquarium pet trade. This damages the
already strained and fragile reefs of Hawai'i - which are facing mounting pressures from
climate change. The sacred water of Hawai'i should not be plundered for corporate greed.
Snorkeling on a small reef in Kaua'i when I was seven instilled the love of the ocean into me,
watching colorful fish darting before my eyes in their wild habitat was a life

changing experience. People come from around the world to swim in the reefs of Hawai'i and
witness the incredible biodiversity that's found there, the creatures of the reef belong in the
wild for their own value and for the public to enjoy.
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Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,
I support issuing permits for the aquarium fishery.

Thank you,
Esperanza Magpale



Chair Chang and Board Members,

I support reopening the aquarium fishery and managing resources by science provided by DAR.

Teresa Balangue



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I support issuing permits and reopening the aquarium fishery on the Big Island. This
fishery is the most heavily managed near shore fishery in the State. Catch limits are in
place. This fishery is proven sustainable by years of scientific studies.

Thank you,
Jess Hong



| support reopening the aquarium fishery and managing
resources by science provided by DAR.

Toby Demski



Chair Chang and Board Members,
| support issuing permits for the aquarium fishery.

Thank you,

Sarina Kerr



Chair Chang and Board Members,

I support issuing permits for the West Hawaii aquarium fishery.

Thank you,
Daryl Foster



Chair Chang and Board Members,

| support re-opening the aquarium fishery and managing resources by
science provided by DAR.

Thank you,
Natalie Melker



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I support issuing permits and reopening West Hawaii aquarium
fishing.

Mahalo,
Milton Evers



Chair Chang and Board Members,
| support issuing permits for the aquarium fishery.

Hanan Wong



| support opening the aquarium fishery and issuing permits for West Hawaii.
Resources should be managed by the science that backs it and this will help
make sure that proper strategies are in place to keep the ecosystem healthy
into the future.

Ted Valcin



Chair Chang and Board Members,
I support reopening the aquarium fishery and issuing permits to allow fishing in West Hawaii again.

Thank you,
Tanya Dalton



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support issuing permits and reopening the aquarium fishery. |
support science based management as it has aways been. I'm behind
this fishery completely.

Mahalo,
Ryan Carroll



| support reopening the West Hawaii aquarium fishery and managing resources by science
provided by DAR.

Mindy Beringer



Chair Chang and Board Members,

Please support issuing permits and opening this fishery in West Hawaii
again.

Mabhalo,
Vince Kent



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support issuing permits and reopening West Hawaii for aquarium fishing. This is a sustainable
fishery and the scientific studies support it.

Thank you,
Daniel Saboe



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I support issuing permits and reopening West Hawaii because the
aquarium fishery has completed the HEPA process.

Thank you,
Lyle Camacho



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I support opening the aquarium fishery and managing resources by science provided
by DAR.

Thank you,
Maricel Pineda



Chair Chang and Board Members,
I support opening the aquarium fishery.

Thank you,
Graham Ruiz



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support issuing permits for West Hawaii aquarium fishing.

Mahalo,
Trey Kawai



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

| strongly support issuing permits and reopening the West Hawaii aquarium
fishery. The environmental review proved it’s sustainable with no
detrimental impacts to aquarium fish populations.

T. Akari



Chair Chang and Board Members,
I support giving permits to open the West Hawaii aquarium fishery.

Mahalo,
Mirriam Ramos



| support issuing permits to reopen the aquarium fishery in
West Hawaii.

Marshall Manalastas



I support reopening the aquarium fishery on the Big Island.

Mahalo,

Leia Messer
Kona



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,
I submit my SUPPORT for issuing permits and reopening the aquarium fishery.

Mahalo,
J. Bailey



Aloha Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support issuing permits for West Hawaii Aquarium Fishery.

Thank you,
Randy Agbayani



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

I’m writing in support of issuing permits and reopening the aquarium
fishery in West Hawaii. | support sustainable fisheries and wish all fisheries
were as stringently managed as this one to ensure future sustainability. The
aquarium fishery should serve as a model for other fisheries in the state.

Evelin French



I support opening the aquarium fishery and managing resources by science provided by
DAR. The environmental review it went through upholds that this is a sustainable
fishery.

Eddie Fernando



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,
I testify in support of the aquarium fishery and allowing fishing in West Hawaii.

Ned Collins



Chair Chang and Board of [Land and Natural Resources,
I support issuing permits for aquarium fishing in west Hawaii.

Thank you,
Mrs. Philips



Chair Chang and Board Members,

| support reopening the aquarium fishery and managing resources by science
provided by DAR.

Mahalo,
Jia Gavanes



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,
| support issuing permits and reopening the aquarium fishery in West Hawaii.
| support sustainable fisheries and the aquarium fishery has completed HEPA.

Mahalo,
Guy Attia



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

I support issuing permits for aquarium fishing in West Hawaii.

Thanks,
Chuck Zang



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support issuing permits and managing resources by science as
provided by DAR.

Thank you,
Cheryl Clemente



Dear Chair Chang and Board Members,

I support issuing permits for aquarium fishing in West Hawaii. The aquarium fishery
has successfully completed the HEPA process and should be allowed to resume
operation. I support reopening this fishery and managing it using science.

Mahalo,
Paula Whines



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I support issuing permits for aquarium fishing in West Hawaii and
managing resources by science provided by DAR.

Thank you,

Carl Loftin



| SUPPORT THE AQUARIUM FISHERY AND ISSUING PERMITS.

THANK YOU, BEN MILLS



Aloha Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I support reopening the aquarium fishery and issuing permits. This is the only
fishery in Hawaii to have gone through and completed the HEPA review.

Thank you,
Paul J. Abad



Chair Chang and Board Members.

As this fishery has been through the HEPA review process, | absolutely support
reopening the aquarium fishery.The fishery has been well managed by science that
backs it.

Cathy Strong



I support issuing permits for aquarium fishing.

Jared Bingham



TO: CHAIR CHANG AND BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES

I support issuing permits for the aquarium fishery and I support
continued management by DAR using a science based approach.

Thank you,
Kristen Duenez



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,
I support issuing permits and reopening the West Hawaii aquarium fishery:.

Frank Padilla



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

I testify in support of reopening the aquarium fishery and issuing permits. It’s been
proven sustainable thanks to good management based on sound science.

Mahalo,
Ron Galapan



Chair Chang and Board Members,

| support reopening the aquarium fishery in West Hawaii.

Mahalo,
E. Roe



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support issuing permits to reopen aquarium fishing in West
Hawaii. And | support management of these resources based on
science.

Lyle Colasse



Chair Chang and Board Members,

I strongly support issuing permits and reopening the
aquarium fishery in West Hawaii.

Mahalo,
Charlie Tucson



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

I support reopening the Aquarium fishery and I believe permits
should be issued for West Hawaii. This fishery completed HEPA
and it’s always been well managed and sustainable.

Mahalo,
Shay Ano



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

J suPPort the reopcning of the west Hawaii aquarium ﬁshcry and issuing Permits because it

comP[eted the HEPA review and has been determined to be sustainable.

Thank you.
A. Adare, Kona



| support opening the aquarium fishery on the Big Island.

Morgan Reed



Chair Chang and Board Members,
I support issuing permits for the aquarium fishery.

Jon Chewey



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

I'm submitting testimony in support of the aquarium fishery and reopening
West Hawaii by issuing permits. There is sound science that backs this
fishery and it is the only fishery in the State to have completed the HEPA
review process. The aquarium fishery should be recognized as an important
example of how a sustainable fishery should be managed.

Thank you,
Zach Nyburg



| support reopening the West Hawaii Aquarium Fishery and managing
resources by science provided by DAR.

Thank you,
Brendan Casnoff



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,
I support issuing permits for the West Hawaii aquarium fishery.

Thank you,
Liza Deere



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support issuing permits for west hawaii.

G. Wakefield



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support issuing permits and reopening the aquarium fishery with careful
management backed by science.

Will Wakefield



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

[ support issuing permits and opening the aquarium fishery.

Mabhalo,
Matt Centino



Dear Chair Chang and Board Members,

| support the aquarium fishery and issuing permits. | support managing
resources by science as DAR has always done.

Thank you,
S. Reynolds



Aloha Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

| support managing resources by science and reopening West
Hawaii for aquarium fishing by issuing limited permits.
Mahalo,

A. Jenkins



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

I support issuing permits for the West Hawaii aquarium fishery
and managing resources by science provided by DAR.

Mahalo,
Jason Khai



| support the aquarium fishery and | believe permits should be issued and West
Hawaii reopened for fishing.

Mahalo,
Nua Cook



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,

I support issuing permits for aquarium fishing. The fishery completed
the environmental impact review and is the only fishery in Hawaii to
have done so. It is studied and well managed. I support reopening the
aquarium fishery.

Mahalo,
Megan Choi
Kona



Chair Chang and Board Members,

I support issuing permits and feel the aquarium fishery should
be reopened since it has completed the HEPA review and has been
shown to be a sustainable fishery.

Thank you,
Kay Blust



Chair Chang and Board Members,
| support issuing permits and opening the aquarium fishery.

Thank you,
Jose Terrah



Chair Chang and Board of Land and Natural Resources,
| support reopening the West Hawaii aquarium fishery.

Mahalo,
Kaiwi Mahoe



Chair Chang and Board Members,

| strongly support the reopening of the aquarium fishery and issuing permits for
West Hawaii. There is so much scientific data produced by studies done by the
State that show steadily increasing fish population trends, due to excellent
management that could be applied to other fisheries across the State of Hawaii.

Mahalo,
Stacey Jenson



Dear Chair Chang and Board Members,

I support the aquarium fishery reopening and believe it will remain sustainable
with science backed management.

Scott W.



Chair Chang and Board Members,
| support reopening the Aquarium Fishery in West Hawaii.

Mahalo,
Kristin Scofield



Aloha Chair Chang and Board Members,

| support issuing permits to reopen West Hawaii to aquarium fishing. This fishery has
been proven sustainable and has been well managed to protect fish stocks into the
future.

Mahalo,
J. Pacheco



From: Jeanne | Wheeler

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Oct. 24, 2025 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:17:07 PM

Aloha : our island’s reefs are so important for our economic & general well-being on many levels.... ’'m writing to
register my strong opposition to granting aquarium collection permitting authority to the Division of Aquatic
Resources (DAR). This action would deny locals/tax-paying public an opportunity to get notice & comment on the
permitting process, definitely not a pono situation! We’ve had way too much exploitation of our reefs/wildlife
already & survival is only getting tougher in these days of difficult climate-change factors. Please do NOT give the
DAR authority to grant aquarium collection permits. Mahalo!

Jeanne Wheeler - Pahoa, Big Island, 96778


mailto:aiannanoa@yahoo.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: BILL WOODBRIDGE

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:18:03 PM

Are you kidding me?! Who in their right mind would allow taking of marine life from
precious reefsjusf to make greedy money? Who is paying off these people?

OKEASE DO NOT grant aquarium collection permitting authority to the
Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR). If approved, this move will sidestep public
notice, silence community response and fast-track new collection permits - opening
the door once again to unrestricted exploitation of Hawai‘i’s reef wildlife and
habitats.

Thanks you,

Bill Woodbridge


mailto:billwoodbr@aol.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Amber Coverdale Sumrall

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:21:39 PM

My heart belongs in Hawaii, all the islands! I am against reef wildlife trafficking for aquariums. Leave the precious
Hawaiian reefs intact, and the coral. Will decimation of our biodiversity, and habitats ever cease? Leave them be!
You had a national treasure in W.S. Merwin. Honor his legacy, and leave the reefs alone.

Sincerely,
A. C. Sumrall


mailto:acsumrall@cruzio.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Bill Graham

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] aquarium testimony on Item F2, October 24 meeting
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:22:04 PM

I offer the following comments to the Board in support of a denial of the request (F2)
submitted by the Division of Aquatic Resources. I am a Big Island resident since 1971, and
have always been an ocean oriented person. I've been regularly involved in the EIS process on
this topic.

I will confine my testimony to three specific problems and suggestions.

1. The DAR is not fairly representing the people of Hawaii. It has not been open or honest or
forthcoming in its handling of the public's participation in aquarium collection matters.

2. For the DAR to hold public hearings on all the changes which are proposed would be
costly, tedious and of very little value. The public is not conversant with all the ins and outs of
the rules and regulations and Hawaii Statutes. However the public is aware of the history of
prior collection activities. The public has first hand knowledge of the state of our reef life.

3. I suggest that a referendum on aquarium fishing be included in the election ballots for fall
2026. The results will provide the Board with an invaluable tool for future decision making.

Here follows more context and explanation of my three points of contention.

1. The stance of the DAR: The DAR website claims that its mission is "to work with the
people of Hawaii to manage, conserve and restore" aquatic resources and ecosystems. The
reality of the DAR's actions in recent years is not aligned with this mission. It chooses to
exploit the aquatic resources instead. Its actions in regard to the West Hawaii EIS submitted
by the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council is a good example of its disregard for the people of
Hawaii. In particular:

In the EIS process the public can ask questions stemming from the draft EIS and expect those
questions to be addressed in the final EIS. However, in the final EIS there were HUNDREDS
of relevant questions submitted by the public to which the final EIS responded with "Your
comment has been forwarded to the decision makers." The DAR made no further effort to
address these questions and instead affirmed to the Land Board that the EIS had satisfactorily
responded to public comment. This is one glaring instance where the DAR has not been honest
or forthcoming.

My remarks do not apply to the contact person who handled all remote EIS communication
with the public for the DLNR. In my experience he has been attentive, timely and helpful.

2. Proposed public hearings: I understand that it is proper procedure to hold public hearings
before adopting new rules. Certainly that is appropriate. However, much of the public does not
want to implicitly support aquarium fish collection rules. Why testify about the specifics of
proposed rules when you don't want them, period? This would just provide one more instance
where the DAR keeps forcing an unpopular situation upon the public. And we feel the
necessity to participate.

3. What could get the DAR to finally pay attention to the public's desire to preserve and


mailto:bg@whalespout.com
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protect our natural resource here? The protagonists of aquarium fishing claim that if it cannot
be clearly shown to be unsustainable then it should be allowed. That's not a sufficient standard
to overcome the wishes of the people of Hawaii. Put the basic issue on the ballot to clarify the
wishes of Hawaii's people. I would suggest the following language:

"Should the commercial collection of reef fishes for aquariums located outside of Hawaii be
allowed? The DAR would monitor and oversee the fishers with the objective of maintaining
the populations of the specific species which are taken."

I appreciate your attention to my concerns,
Bill Graham



From: Sheryl Weinstein

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Reef Fish Harvesting/Raping the Reef
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:22:35 PM

Please, please revise the State & County of Hawai’i laws/rules regarding fish collecting! The

reefs are still

Barely recovered from the El Nifio event 6 years ago and there are very few “ornamental” type
fish as collected by reef rapers. As a tax payer and scuba diver I see the sad, barren reef
everywhere in Hawaii where I dive.

PLEASE stop fish collectors—they collect them ILLEGALLY anyway!!

Sincerely,

Sheryl Weinstein
Kailua-Kona

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From: Anita Merrigan

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:22:40 PM

Get a heart and a brain. Don’t let these mainland aholes destroy these precious lives!

Anita Merrigan
Bird On....


mailto:anitamerrigan@rocketmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Cavan Helmering

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Opposition to October 24 Agenda Item F.2 — Please Protect Our Reefs
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:24:43 PM

Aloha Chair and Members of the Board,

I’m writing to express strong opposition to Agenda Item F.2. Hawai‘i’s coral reefs are already
under serious threat from climate change, overfishing, and pollution. Any additional pressure
— especially one that relaxes protections or increases extraction — risks long-term harm to
these ecosystems and the communities that rely on them.

Healthy reefs are vital to shoreline protection, local fisheries, tourism, and Native Hawaiian
cultural practices. Approving F.2 would undermine efforts to restore reef resilience at a time
when we should be strengthening protections, not weakening them.

Please consider the precautionary principle and the long-term consequences of this decision. I
urge you to vote NO on Agenda Item F.2 and instead prioritize policies that support reef
recovery and community stewardship.

Mabhalo for your time and commitment to Hawai‘i’s natural resources.

Sincerely,
Cavan Helmering


mailto:cavanhelmering@gmail.com
mailto:blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov

From: Mark M Giese

To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: [EXTERNAL] October 24 Agenda Item F.2
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:26:15 PM

Hawai'i is in our hearts.

Please allow no reef wildlife trafficking for the aquarium trade.

Please keep Hawai'i's reefs intact.

Please work for coral cover and biodiversity, not the shambles rendered on aquarium decimation.
Thank you.

--Mark M Giese

1520 Bryn Mawr Ave
Racine, WI 53403
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