






December 8, 2025

Dawn N.S. Chang, Chairperson
Department of Land and Natural Resources

RE: REGARDING THE ACCEPTANCE OR NON-ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) FOR THE KAHEAWA WIND 1 CONTINUED 
USE PROJECT BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES MEETING, DECEMBER 12, 
2025, …

Aloha Chair Chang and members of the Board,

My name is Ana Tuiasosopo.  I am the District Representative and Trustee for Operating 
Engineers Local 3. I and the members of Operating Engineers Local 3 support the 

(KWP) use project.

Our members build, operate, and maintain the infrastructure that keeps Maui running. For 
many years, KWP has provided steady, skilled employment for operators, technicians, and 
maintenance personnel on the island. These are good union jobs with family-sustaining 
wages, health coverage, and retirement benefits. Extending the life of this project helps 
keep those jobs in place and supports apprenticeship and training opportunities for the 
next generation of local workers.

Affordability is also a core concern for our members. Many of them are raising families on 
Maui while facing high housing, transportation, and food costs. Electricity bills are a major 
part of that burden. By continuing to provide low-cost renewable power and reducing the 
island’s dependence on imported fossil fuels, KWP I help keep electric rates more stable 
and manageable for working people and retirees alike.

The project is beneficial in many aspects. It uses an existing site and infrastructure, 
preserves long-term operations and maintenance jobs, and contributes to a more resilient 
and diversified energy mix for Maui. As the island faces the retirement of aging fossil-fuel 
units and uncertainty around new projects, keeping proven facilities like KWP I online is an 
important way to protect both energy reliability and economic security for our members.

Mahalo,

Ana Tuiasosopo
Hawaii District Representative, Trustee - Hawaii Operating Engineers Local 3
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S E N A T O R  G L E N N  W A K A I
H A W A I I  S T A T E  S E N A T E

December 2, 2025
 
Chair Dawn Chang and Members 
Board of Land and Natural Resources
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
1151 Punchbowl Street, Room 130 

 
 
Dear Chair Chang and Commissioners: 
 
Re: December 12, 2025 Meeting – Kaheawa Wind Farm I EIS 
 
As Chair of the Senate Committee on Energy, I am writing in support of the Kaheawa Wind I 
project and to respectfully request the Board’s favorable consideration of the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) at your December 12 meeting. Kaheawa Wind I has operated safely and 

review process by disclosing potential impacts, identifying alternatives, and outlining mitigation 
measures to support informed agency decision-making. The project involves the continuation of 
an existing facility with no proposed expansion of the footprint or impacts.  
 
Much of the island’s fossil-fuel units are retiring, and Hawaiian Electric has stated publicly that 
Maui faces a near-term blackout risk as existing resources decline faster than replacement 
capacity can be added. Several renewable projects have recently been terminated or on hold due 
to the Utility’s financial condition and the loss of federal tax credits. Rooftop solar installations 
have also slowed, narrowing the range of resources available to support the island’s grid. 
 
The Kaheawa Wind I provides operational benefits by complementing solar output and reducing 
reliance on a single technology. Maintaining an existing, proven resource supports near-term grid 
stability at a time when few alternatives exist. For these reasons, I respectfully request your 
timely consideration of the EIS and the important role this facility plays in meeting the residents 
of Maui’s energy needs. Thank you for your time and careful review. 

Warmest Aloha,

Glenn Wakai
Senator 
Senate Majority Floor Leader 
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