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Dear Chair Chang and Members of the Land Board,

 My name is Shalei Kekiwi-Eleneki. I am a lineal descendant of Keʻanae and Wailua 
Valley in East Maui. My ʻohana still farms wetland kalo and practices traditional 
gathering practices in the areas. I strongly urge you to recognize that the staff 
recommendation in this agenda item is critically flawed for several reasons.

 Of the many issues with this agenda item, perhaps the most egregious is the proposal 
to allow Mahi Pono and East Maui Irrigation to take even more water than was taken 
from East Maui’s streams last year. This board should not be giving Mahi Pono and 
East Maui Irrigation even more water - not when streams ordered restored by the 
Water Commission in 2022 continue to be drained dry. Not when Mahi Pono still 
refuses to line its century-old reservoirs after decades of water waste. Not when we 
do not understand the impacts of the diversion system on Makapipi stream. Not when 
the terms of the new revocable permit are unenforceable. And not when a standing 
court order specifically prohibits the board from doing so.

The diversion of more water from East Maui streams would be disastrous for East 
Maui ecosystems, including native plant and animal life, farmers, fishermen and 
gatherers. Allowing these corporations to take advantage of this precious natural 
resource and utilize it for their own profit and gain would leave East Maui without the 
most basic need - Wai. 

Please consider this as you make your decision.

Mahalo nui,

Shalei Kekiwi-Eleneki
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