
STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

Land Division 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

January 23, 2026 

Board of Land and Natural Resources Ref. No.: 24OD-133 
State of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii OAHU 

Grant of Perpetual, Non-Exclusive Easement for Slope Improvements and 
Issuance of Construction and Management Right-of-Entry to City and 
County of Honolulu, Department of Design and Construction; Nuuanu, 
Honolulu, Oahu, Tax Map Key: (1) 2-2-054:portion of 001. 

APPLICANT: 

City and County of Honolulu, Department of Design and Construction 

LEGAL REFERENCE: 

Section 171-13, 55 and 95, 

LOCATION: 

Portion of Government lands situated at Nuuanu, Honolulu, Oahu, Tax Map Key: 
(1) 2-2-054:portion of 001, as shown on the maps attached as Exhibits A1 and 
A2. 

AREA: 

6,411 square feet, more or less, subject to review and approval by the Department 
of Accounting and General Services, Survey Division. 

ZONING: 

State Land Use District: Conservation 
City and County of Honolulu LUO: Preservation-1 

TRUST LAND STATUS: 

Section 5(b) lands of the Hawaii Admission Act 
DHHL 30% entitlement lands pursuant to the Hawaii State Constitution:   No 

D-5 
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CURRENT USE STATUS: 

Encumbered by Proclamation of December 24, 1926 for the Honolulu 
Watershed Forest Reserve. 

CHARACTER OF USE: 

Right, privilege and authority to conduct, construct, use, maintain, repair, replace 
and remove slope improvements and associated structures over, under and across 
State-owned land. 

COMMENCEMENT DATE FOR RIGHT-OF-ENTRY: 

Right-of-entry (ROE) permit to begin upon the acceptance of the terms and 
conditions of the most current right-of-entry form and be for a term of one (1) year, 
provided that the Chairperson is authorized to extend the right-of-entry term for 
additional one-year periods for good cause shown. 

CONSIDERATION: 

Gratis.   

CHAPTER 343 - ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 

Pursuant to Hawaii Administrative Rules ("HAR") §11-200.1-12, Staff reviewed the 

and Construction (DDC) which found that the project is exempt from preparation 
of an environmental assessment. Further Staff reviewed the analysis conducted 
by the Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands (OCCL) to determine if any 
environmental impacts were associated with the proposed project that would 
require further environmental review. Moreso, comments from the Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) regarding the issuance of the ROE and easement, 
noted that there may be sensitive environmental receptors in the area as the 
project area is located in the Honolulu Watershed Forest Reserve. DOFAW 
provided comments outlining guidelines for mitigating impacts on these receptors 
and the DDC provided a response showing how those comments have been 
addressed and included in their project plan and specifications (see Exhibit B).   

Based on the review of all the above mentioned information, Staff is recommending 
that in accordance with HAR §11-200.1-15 and the Exemption List for the 
Department, reviewed and concurred on by the Environmental Council on 
November 10, 2020, that the subject request be considered exempt from the 
preparation of an environmental assessment pursuant to the following (see Exhibit 
C): 

General Exemption Type 1: Operations, repairs or maintenance of existing 
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structures, facilities, equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible 
or no expansion or change of use beyond that previously existing. 

Part 1, Item 39: Creation or termination of easement, covenants, or other 
rights in structures or land. 

Part 1, Item 44: Permits, licenses, registrations, and rights-of-entry issued 
by the Department that are routine in nature, involving negligible impacts 
beyond that previously existing. 

General Exemption Type 4: Minor alterations in the conditions of land, water, 
or vegetation. 

Part 2, Item 6: Grading work to stabilize existing slopes and mitigate rockfall, 
including work required to mobilize equipment.   

As DDC appears to have incorporated proper mitigation measures and best 
management practices to reduce any potential impacts to sensitive receptors in 
the project area and is subject to conditions of a Conservation District Use Permit 
(CDUP OA-3974; see Exhibit D), any impacts as a result of the proposed action 
appear to be properly mitigated, no further environmental analysis is warranted 
and no significant impacts are anticipated as a result of the issuance of the 
proposed ROE and subsequent easement.   

Staff requested comments from various agencies and notes that the City and 
County Board of Water Supply and the Department of Planning and Permitting 
(DPP) both had no objections and concurred with the environmental assessment 
exemption. The State Historic Preservation Division, the Department of Hawaiian 
Homelands, and the Department of Facility Maintenance did not respond before 
the deadline.   

APPLICANT REQUIREMENTS: 

The Applicant shall be required to: 

1. Provide survey maps with metes and bounds description according to State 

2. Process and obtain designation of easement approval from DPP 
own cost; 

3. Follow guidelines and recommendations to mitigate the impact on 
sensitive environmental receptors for the project location; and 

4. Observe the terms and conditions of CDUP OA-3974. 
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REMARKS: 

DDC is requesting the issuance of an immediate construction and management 
ROE, along with a perpetual, non-exclusive easement, as they need to conduct 
emergency improvements to a portion of the slope below Nuuanu Pali Drive. The 
project involves approximately 55 feet of the CRM wall, which has been damaged 
by an uprooted banyan tree on the southeast side of the shoulder of Nuuanu Pali 
Drive. The proposed project would repair the exposed section of roadway by 
constructing a new wall and stabilizing the slope of the southeastern side of the 
road with a shotcrete soil nail wall, along with the removal of trees that are currently 
causing damage to the wall or are within the construction zone. The DDC 
anticipates the construction will take approximately eight (8) months.   

Staff notes that we are recommending that the ROE expire in one year or upon 
issuance of the requested easement, whichever shall first occur, as well as the 
delegation of authority to the Chairperson to extend the right-of-entry for additional 
one-year periods for good cause shown. 

RECOMMENDATION:    

That the Board: 

1. Declare that, after considering the potential effects of the proposed 
disposition as provided by Chapter 343, HRS, and Chapter 11-200.1, HAR, 
this project will probably have minimal or no significant effect on the 
environment and is therefore exempt from the preparation of an 
environmental assessment. 

2. Subject to the Applicant fulfilling all of the Applicant requirements listed 
above, authorize the issuance of a perpetual non-exclusive easement to the 
City and County of Honolulu, Department of Design and Construction over 
the subject area, under the terms and conditions cited above, which are by 
this reference incorporated herein and further subject to the following: 

A. The standard terms and conditions of the most current perpetual 
easement document form, as may be amended from time to time; 

B. Terms and conditions of CDUP OA-3974; 

C. DOFAW guidelines and recommendations to mitigate the impact on 
sensitive environmental receptors for the project location; 

  
D. Review and approval by the Department of the Attorney General; and 

E.   Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the 
Chairperson to best serve the interests of the State. 
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3. Authorize the issuance of a construction and management right-of-entry 
permit to City and County of Honolulu, Department of Design and 
Construction for slope improvements covering the subject area under the 
terms and conditions cited above, which are by this reference incorporated 
herein and further subject to the following: 

A. The standard terms and conditions of the most current ROE permit 
form, as may be amended from time to time; 

B. Terms and conditions of Conservation District Use CDUP OA-3974; 

C. DOFAW guidelines and recommendations to mitigate impact on 
sensitive environmental receptors for the project location; 

D. The ROE permit shall expire after one year; provided that the 
Chairperson is authorized to extend the right-of-entry for additional 
one-year periods for good cause shown; and 

E. Such other terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the 
Chairperson to best serve the interests of the State. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

____________________ 
Darlene Bryant-Takamatsu 
Land Agent 

APPROVED FOR SUBMITTAL: 

__________________________________ 
, Acting Chairperson 
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TMK: (1) 2-2-054: portion of 001 

Subject Site 

Exhibit A1 
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Figure 3: Site Plan showing proposed easement area; TMK: (1) 2-2-054: portion of 001 

Exhibit A2 
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Exhibit B 
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(Contact information covered from original letter for privacy.) 
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EXEMPTION NOTIFICATION 

Regarding the preparation of an environmental assessment pursuant to Chapter 343, 
HRS and Chapter 11-200.1, HAR 

Project Title: 

Project/Reference No.: 

Project Location: 

Project Description: 

Chap. 343 Trigger(s): 

Exemption Class No.: 

Grant of Perpetual, Non-Exclusive Easement for Slope 
Improvements and Issuance of Construction and Management 
Right-of-Entry to City and County of Honolulu, Department of 
Design and Construction. 

PSF 24OD-133 

Nuuanu, Honolulu, Oahu 
Tax Map Key: (1) 2-2-054: portion of 001 

DDC is requesting the issuance of an immediate construction 
and management ROE, along with a perpetual, non-exclusive 
easement, as they need to conduct emergency improvements 
to a portion of the slope below Nuuanu Pali Drive. The project 
involves approximately 55 feet of the CRM wall, which has 
been damaged by an uprooted banyan tree on the southeast 
side of the shoulder of Nuuanu Pali Drive. The proposed 
project would repair the exposed section of roadway by 
constructing a new wall and stabilizing the slope of the 
southeastern side of the road with a shotcrete soil nail wall, 
along with the removal of trees that are currently causing 
damage to the wall or are within the construction zone. The 
DDC anticipates the construction will take approximately eight 
(8) months.   

Use of State Land 

In accordance with Hawaii Administrative Rules ("HAR") § 11-
200.1-15 and the Exemption List for the Department, reviewed 
and concurred on by the Environmental Council on November 
10, 2020, the subject request is exempt from the preparation 
of an environmental assessment pursuant to: 

General Exemption Type 1: Operations, repairs or 
maintenance of existing structures, facilities, equipment, or 
topographical features, involving negligible or no 
expansion or change of use beyond that previously 
existing. 

Part 1, Item 39: Creation or termination of easement, 
covenants, or other rights in structures or land. 

Exhibit C 
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Cumulative Impact of 
Planned Successive 
Actions in the Same 
Place: 

Action May Have 
Significant Impact on a 
Particularly Sensitive 
Environment: 

Consulted Parties: 

Analysis and    
Recommendation:   

Part 1, Item 44: Permits, licenses, registrations, and 
rights-of-entry issued by the Department that are routine 
in nature, involving negligible impacts beyond that 
previously existing. 

General Exemption Type 4: Minor alterations in the 
conditions of land, water, or vegetation. 

Part 2, Item 6: Grading work to stabilize existing slopes 
and mitigate rockfall, including work required to mobilize 
equipment.   

Staff in not aware of any successive actions at or in the vicinity 
of the proposed action.   

Comments from the Division of Forestry and Wildlife (DOFAW) 
regarding the issuance of the ROE and easement, noted that 
there may be sensitive environmental receptors in the area as 
the project area is located in the Honolulu Watershed Forest 
Reserve. DOFAW provided comments outlining guidelines for 
mitigating impacts on these receptors and the DDC provided 
a response showing how those comments have been 
addressed and included in their project plan and 
specifications. As DDC appears to have incorporated proper 
mitigation measures and best management practices to 
reduce any potential impacts to sensitive receptors in the 
project area and the proposed action is subject to conditions 
of a Conservation District Use Permit (CDUP OA-3974), any 
impacts as a result of the proposed action appear to be 
properly mitigated 

City and County:   
Board of Water Supply   
Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP)   
Department of Facility Maintenance 

State of Hawaii: 
State Historic Preservation Division 
Department of Hawaiian Homelands 

As stated earlier, as DDC appears to have incorporated proper 
mitigation measures and best management practices to 
reduce any potential impacts to sensitive receptors in the 
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project area and the proposed action is subject to conditions 
of a Conservation District Use Permit (CDUP OA-3974), any 
impacts as a result of the proposed action appear to be 
properly mitigated, it would appear no further environmental 
analysis is warranted and no significant impacts are 
anticipated as a result of the issuance of the proposed ROE 
and subsequent easement. 
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Exhibit D 
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(Contact information covered from original letter for privacy.) 


