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March 25, 2026 
    
    

Sent Via Email: blnr.testimony@hawaii.gov 
State of Hawaiʻi 
Board of Land and Natural Resources 
1151 Punchbowl Street 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
Re:  Testimony in Support of BLNR Agenda Item C(3)(1)(c) 

KHM International, up to $1,050,000 (full funding) for the acquisition of 
approximately 7.193 acres at District of Molokai, Island of Molokai (Kalokoeli 
Shoreline), Tax Map Key Numbers (2) 5-4-005:001, 002, 003, 004, 005, 006, 007, 
008, 009, 011, and 044, with a conservation easement held by the County of 
Maui or other suitable entities.  

 
Aloha Acting Chair Kanakaʻole and Board Members, 
 

Trust for Public Land (“TPL”) is a non-profit land conservation organization and our 
mission is to protect land for people, ensuring healthy, livable communities for generations to 
come.  For over 50 years we’ve worked to protect over 79,000 acres and 56 special places 
across Hawai‘i. Our Aloha ‘Āina Program protects lands that perpetuate Hawaiian culture 
and returns these lands to Native Hawaiian organizations for community and cultural 
stewardship. Our Sustainable Hawai‘i Program conserves lands that support local food 
production, our forests and their native species, and clean water sources with the goal of 
improving Hawai‘i’s self-sufficiency, and food security. 

 
About the Project: Trust for Public Land is assisting Ka Honua Momona 

International (KHM) to protect and purchase Kalokoʻeli Shoreline for community and cultural 
stewardship. A chain of loko iʻa (fishponds) once lined Molokaʻi’s southeast shoreline with 
one following another for many miles; exemplifying the ingenuity of Native Hawaiian 
resource management and reciprocal relationship with kānaka (people) and the collective 
ecosystem. Protecting and acquiring Kalokoʻeli Shoreline will not only provide critically 
needed access to the Fishpond, but also enable KHM and the community to manage, 
protect, and restore the Fishpond, native habitat, remove invasive species, and create a 
space for ʻāina and community to grow through community workdays and educational 
programming which will strengthen the communities’ connection to this special wahi pana. 
KHM is committed to revitalizing traditional land management practices from mauka to makai 
(mountain to sea) and envisions Molokaʻi can again return to abundance and become a self-
sufficient model for others. (See attached factsheet and map for more information.) 

 
Landowner Negotiations: The landowners signed a Willing Seller Letter which 

expresses their willingness to move forward with a conservation sale to TPL if an agreement 
can be reached on price and other terms. The landowners placed the property on the market 
a few years ago. Although it is currently not on the open market, the landowners expressed 
the urgency to sell due to personal reasons. If TPL and KHM can secure this funding, it will 
place TPL and KHM in a stronger position to negotiate and get the property under contract.  

  
 

Funding: On January 16, 2026, the project was ranked #3 by the Legacy Land 
Conservation Commission. Formal approval of State LLCP funding by BLNR is needed to 
help move the project forward. 
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TPL and KHM have also been working on securing matching funds from the County of Maui, Open Space 
Program, funding subject to Council approval. The County Council are currently reviewing Mayor Richard Bissen’s 
FY27 budget, which includes an appropriation of Open Space funds for Kalokoʻeli Shoreline. 

 
Community Support: Please see the enclosed: 14 Letters of Support from a wide range of nonprofit 

organizations, schools, elected officials, and community members, and 70 Petition signatures that overwhelmingly 
support the protection of Kalokoʻeli Shoreline.  
 

1. Kūpeke Ahupuaʻa 
2. Alu Like 
3. Nā Kamaliʻi Hoaloha Preschool 
4. Maui Nui Makai Network 
5. Ka Poholima Kaeo 
6. Rep. Mahina Poepoe, Hawaiʻi State House of Representative, District 13 
7. Niles Soares 
8. Keslon “Mac” Poepoe 
9. Bobby Alcain 
10. Molokai Occupational Center 
11. Greg and Kris (Kiki) O’Shea 
12. Josh Pastrana 
13. Kuaʻāina Ulu ʻAuamo 
14. Leah Nakayama, Kindergarten Teacher, Kualapuʻu School 
 

We are now humbly asking for the BLNR to approve a grant award from available funds in the Legacy Land 
Conservation Fund to Ka Honua Momona International, up to $1,050,000 to acquire the Kalokoʻeli Shoreline 
property. Legacy Land funds should be used to protect Kalokoʻeli Shoreline with the goal of returning this precious 
ʻāina to community-led cultural stewardship for generations to come. 
 
Mahalo nui loa, 

 
 
 
 
 

Kamuela Kaapana 
Project Associate 
Trust for Public Land 

 
 

 
 
  



Kalokoʻeli Shoreline, located in Kamiloloa, Kona,  

Molokaʻi, is 7.14-acre property along Kalokoʻeli

Fishpond. Trust for Public Land (TPL) is partnering 

with nonprofit Ka Honua Momona and the Molokaʻi

community to fulfill the community’s long held dream 

of preserving and protecting fishponds along 

Molokaʻi’s coastline. Ka Honua Momona is committed 

to revitalizing traditional land management practices 

from mauka to makai (mountain to sea) and envisions 

Molokaʻi can again return to abundance and become a 

self-sufficient model for others.

Kalokoʻeli Shoreline
A Shoreline of Fishponds

A chain of loko i‘a (fishponds) once lined Molokai’s 
southeast shoreline with one following another for 
many miles; exemplifying the ingenuity of Native 
Hawaiian resource management and reciprocal 
relationship of the people of Molokaʻi to their marine 
ecosystem. In 1901, it is said that there were at least 
53 fishponds in Molokaʻi.

Kalokoʻeli Fishpond is a 27.6 acre loko kuapā
(shoreline walled fishpond). Loko iʻa not only provide 
food for communities, but more importantly, function 
as puʻuhonua (places of refuge) for spawning and 
juvenile fish to grow to maturity before returning to 
wild fisheries, so critical to subsistence livelihoods. 
Kalokoʻeli Fishpond also provides wetland habitat for 
native birds. Native Hawaiian fishpond systems are 
a testament to Hawaiian innovation in aquaculture, 
engineering, hydrology, and biology. 



If Kalokoʻeli Shoreline is protected, it will anchor Ka 
Honua Momona as the stewards of Kalokoʻeli
Fishpond and allow the nonprofit to expand its work 
from the fishpond to the shoreline. This ʻāina will 
continue to grow as a living classroom hosting 
school and community groups, offering educational, 
hands-on experiences to strengthen communities’ 
connection to this special wahi pana. The County of 
Maui will hold a Conservation Easement over the 
property, protecting it in perpetuity.

Conservation acquisition funding
• $1.05M State Legacy Land Conservation 

Program (pending)

• $350K County of Maui, Open Space, Natural 
Resources, Cultural Resources, and Scenic 
Views Preservation Fund (pending)

About Trust for Public Land
Since 1979, Trust for Public Land has conserved 
over 79,000 acres throughout Hawai‘i. Through our 
land protection efforts we partner with local 
communities to safeguard the lands and resources 
that are special to them. Our Aloha ʻĀina Program 
protects lands that perpetuate Hawaiian culture and 
returns these lands to Native Hawaiian stewardship. 

From Mauka to Makai
Fishponds are one of Hawaii’s most threatened cultural 
and ecological resources. They are critical to the health 
and vitality of the entire watershed; ensuring a pono 
relationship from mountain to sea. 

Kalokoʻeli Shoreline is currently overgrown with 
invasive species, such as mangrove. Removing and 
clearing the invasive species will provide the proper 
habitat for native species, from plants to animals, to 
return and thrive including naupaka, ʻākulikuli, ʻalae 
ʻula, ʻalae keʻokeʻo, and aeʻo, protect freshwater 
springs, and help mitigate runoff and sediment buildup. 

Preventing development of this shoreline will enhance 
water quality, mitigate climate change impacts, help 
native species to return, and reduce runoff which all 
impacts the health of the land and the fishpond. 

Returning to Traditional Land Management

Once acquired, TPL will transfer the property to Ka 
Honua Momona, a Native Hawaiian nonprofit currently 
stewarding Kalokoʻeli Fishpond, with the help of the 
community. Established in 2003, Ka Honua Momona 
has been integrating culturally grounded stewardship to 
protect Aliʻi and Kalokoʻeli Fishponds through 
restoration of the fishponds and its surrounding habitat. 
At both fishponds, the non-profit engages with ʻāina, 
students, families, and community in restoring fishpond 
walls, removing invasive species, replating native 
vegetation, all in way that honors cultural and ancestral 
knowledge. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Kamuela Kaapana
Project Associate
808.207.4159
kamuela.Kaapana@tpl.org

PHOTO CREDITS: KA HONUA MOMONA

mailto:kamuela.Kaapana@tpl.org
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Kaloko'eli Shoreline project

Subject property parcel boundary

Ka Honua Momona

Department of Hawaiian Homelands

Other state land 0 250 500
US Feet ±

Label TMK Land use Zoning ~Acreage
1 5-4-0050:11 U Interim 0.225
2 5-4-005:009 U Interim 0.771
3 5-4-005:044 U Interim 1.013
4 5-4-005:008 U Interim 0.902
5 5-4-005:007 U Interim 0.847
6 5-4-005:006 U Interim 0.797
7 5-4-005:005 U Interim 0.658
8 5-4-005:004 U Interim 0.574
9 5-4-005:003 U Interim 0.528

10 5-4-005:002 U Interim 0.496
11 5-4-005:001 U Interim 0.473

7.284Total acreage
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