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March 27, 2026 

9:00 a.m. 
DLNR Boardroom, Kalanimoku Bldg.       

1151 Punchbowl Street, 1st Floor 
 

Testimony in Support of the Board of Land and Natural Resources’ 
Acquisition of Lake Wilson Agenda Item D-6 

Strong support is offered for the proposed acquisition of Board of Land 

and Natural Resources (BLNR) of Lake Wilson from Dole Food Company. This 

effort reflects a coordinated, forward-looking approach to securing Hawaiʻi’s 

agricultural and natural resource future. 

Lake Wilson represents a critical agricultural and water resource asset for 

central Oʻahu. Its continued availability for irrigation is essential to keeping 

surrounding agricultural lands in active production and supporting the State’s 

broader goals of increasing local food production and reducing reliance on 

imports. The irrigation systems serving these lands are directly interdependent 

with Lake Wilson, relying on its stored water to provide consistent and reliable 

delivery. In turn, acres of Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) lands 

currently in production depend on that consistency to sustain crops, maintain 

yields, and support local farmers. Securing this resource under public 

stewardship ensures long-term stability, coordinated management, and 

continued agricultural viability. 

This acquisition also highlights strong interagency collaboration. 

Leadership from the Department of Land and Natural Resources has been 



Approval of: 1) Acquisition of Private Lands Associated with the Wahiawā Irrigation System as 
Provided for in Act 218, 2023 Session Laws of Hawaiʻi for Addition to the Wahiawā Freshwater 
State Recreation Area. 
Page 2 of 2 
 
instrumental in convening and guiding this effort, reflecting its mission to 

manage, conserve, and protect Hawaiʻi’s natural and cultural resources while 

ensuring their responsible and sustainable use. The Hawaii Department of 

Agriculture, through its Division of Agricultural Resource Management, has 

played a key role in advancing the technical aspects of the project, including due 

diligence, design, and planning for necessary dam and spillway upgrades, as 

well as anticipated construction oversight. The Agribusiness Development 

Corporation has conducted thorough due diligence confirming that the acquisition 

aligns with its statutory mission to promote diversified agriculture, support 

farmers, and maintain critical agricultural infrastructure. Together, this 

partnership reflects a unified, interagency commitment to both resource 

stewardship and agricultural productivity. 

Importantly, maintaining and securing this interconnected irrigation system 

directly supports Hawaiʻi’s food security mandates. Reliable water delivery 

enables farmers on ADC lands to sustain and expand production, diversify crops, 

and make long-term investments in agriculture. Without the dependable function 

of Lake Wilson within this system, irrigation reliability would be compromised, 

placing productive agricultural lands at risk of going fallow and weakening the 

State’s agricultural base. 

Overall, the acquisition of Lake Wilson represents a strategic investment 

in Hawaiʻi’s future—supporting agriculture, reinforcing critical irrigation 

infrastructure, strengthening interagency collaboration, advancing necessary 

capital improvements, and ensuring that key agricultural lands remain productive 

for generations to come. 

Mahalo for your consideration of this important initiative and the future of 

Hawaii.  
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2043 Uhaloa Road Hilo, Hawaiì 96720 Cell łt 1-808-854-6500 

 
Date: Friday, March 27, 2026 

Subject: Strong Opposition to DLNR Submittal – Wahiawā Irrigation System 
Acquisition (Act 218, 2023) 

Aloha e Acting Chair Kanaka‘ole and Honorable Members of the Board of Land 
and Natural Resources, 

On behalf of the Kaumana Hawaiian Homes Community Association 
(KHHCA), we write to express our strong opposition to the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources (DLNR) submittal before this Board concerning the 
proposed acquisition and transfer of lands associated with the Wahiawā Irrigation 
System under Act 218 (2023), including all related delegations of authority, 
management transfers, and set-asides. 

KHHCA stands in full support of the testimony and position presented by 
Pat Kahawaiolaa, Ikuha‘i of the Komike O Kūpuna ʻĀina Hoʻopulapula 
(KOKA), and we align with the serious concerns raised regarding public 
safety, accountability, and the protection of Native Hawaiian rights and 
resources. 

 

Primary Concerns 

At its core, this proposal asks the State of Hawai‘i to assume responsibility for a 
severely deficient and high-risk dam system without adequate resolution of 
longstanding safety, legal, and trust obligations. 

The Wahiawā Dam, constructed in 1906 for plantation-era sugar operations, is 
now approximately 120 years old and currently classified as a High Hazard 
Potential Dam, meaning its failure would likely result in loss of human life. 

It is also classified as being in poor overall condition, with documented 
deficiencies including: 

●​ An undersized spillway incapable of safely managing Probable Maximum 
Flood (PMF) conditions 

●​ Risk of overtopping during major storm events, as recently demonstrated 
during the latest Kona low system 

●​ Structural and maintenance concerns, including embankment stability, 
outlet structures, and unmanaged vegetation 



These are not new issues. 

 

Documented History of Non-Compliance 

Since 2009, the Department has issued multiple Notices of Deficiency (NODs), 
including: 

●​ March 5, 2014 
●​ October 26, 2016 
●​ February 18, 2020 
●​ December 30, 2020 

Despite repeated directives, extensions, and enforcement actions, compliance 
has not been adequately achieved. 

As recently as April 9, 2021, enforcement action was taken for violations related 
to inadequate spillway capacity, resulting in fines and mandated corrective 
timelines. Yet, years later, these critical issues remain unresolved. 

 

Concerns with Act 218 and Proposed Transfer 

Rather than holding private entities accountable for remediation, this proposal 
effectively shifts the burden—and risk—to the State and, ultimately, the people of 
Hawai‘i. 

The involvement of the Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC), under Act 
218 (2023), raises serious concerns regarding: 

●​ Potential circumvention of public safeguards 
●​ Lack of transparency and accountability 
●​ Exemptions that may undermine environmental protections and public 

trust responsibilities 

This approach appears to be a transfer of liability rather than a responsible and 
enforceable solution. 

 

Native Hawaiian Rights and Public Trust Obligations 

Equally concerning is the potential impact on Native Hawaiian rights and 
public trust resources. 

The State of Hawai‘i, through the Admissions Act (Public Law 86-3) and its 
Constitution, accepted a solemn obligation to uphold: 

●​ The Hawaiian Homes Commission Act 
●​ The protection and proper use of public trust lands (including 5(f) lands) 



●​ The safeguarding of water resources for the benefit of Native Hawaiians 
and the general public 

Any action that weakens these obligations—particularly through exemptions or 
delegated authority—must be carefully scrutinized. 

 

Conclusion 

This Board is being asked to approve a significant action involving public safety, 
environmental stewardship, and constitutional responsibility. 

Given: 

●​ The dam’s high hazard classification and poor condition 
●​ The long history of unresolved deficiencies 
●​ The shifting of responsibility from private entities to the State 
●​ The risks to Native Hawaiian rights and public trust resources 

KHHCA respectfully urges the Board to deny or defer this submittal until: 

●​ All safety deficiencies are fully resolved and independently verified 
●​ Responsible parties are held accountable 
●​ Transparency and public protections are ensured 
●​ Native Hawaiian rights and trust obligations are upheld 

Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this critical matter. 

Me ka ha‘aha‘a,​
Kaumana Hawaiian Homes Community Association (KHHCA) 
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