
June 10, 2026 

RE: Testimony in Support of Agenda Item F2 

Aloha Chair Chang and Members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources, 

My name is Malia Kipapa, and I submit this testimony on behalf of my Kipapa ʻOhana in strong 
support of Agenda Item F2 and the request for administrative fines and penalties against those 
responsible for the illegal take of 4,068 ʻopihi from the Kaʻūpūlehu Marine Reserve. 

This violation represents a serious disregard for the established protections set in place for the 
marine resources. If we fail to hold individuals accountable for actions of this magnitude, it 
sends the message that violations within protected areas will be tolerated. Strong enforcement 
is necessary to demonstrate that there are real consequences for poaching and the illegal take 
of resources from marine reserves. 

We must set a precedent that these actions will not be accepted. The resources of Kaʻūpūlehu 
and the communities that care for them deserve better. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Board to approve the requested administrative fines 
and penalties. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 

 

Malia Kipapa​
On behalf of the Kipapa ʻOhana 
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