
June 23, 2026 
 
Stare of Hawai’i 
Department of Land and Natural Resources 
PO Box 621 
Honolulu, HI 96809 
 
RE: Support J3 - Amend General Lease No. LH-24-002 
 
Aloha Chairperson and Members, Board of Land and Natural Resources, 
 
I strongly support J3, the expansion of the Hawaiʻi Island Paddlesports Association. 
 
This project will provide significant benefits to paddlers across Hawaiʻi Island by improving 
access to facilities, programs, and opportunities for the paddling community. The 
expansion will help ensure that current and future generations have a welcoming and safe 
environment to learn, train, and participate in paddlesports. 
 
Most importantly, this investment supports our keiki. Paddling teaches discipline, 
teamwork, respect, cultural values, and healthy lifestyles. Expanding the Hawaiʻi Island 
Paddlesports Association will give our young people a safe place to gather, build positive 
relationships, and express their love for paddling while staying connected to our cultural 
traditions and ocean heritage. 
 
This project is an investment in our community, our culture, and the future of Hawaiʻi Island 
paddling. By supporting this expansion, you are helping to create opportunities for 
generations of paddlers while preserving and perpetuating an important part of Hawaiʻi's 
heritage. 
 
I respectfully urge your support of J3. 
 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Maile Nahakuelua 
HIPA Member 
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