


 

June 11, 2026 

Re: K-1 Request for approval to hold statewide public hearings to adopt, amend, repeal 
and compile sections of Title 13, Chapter 5, Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules regarding the 
conservation district 
Hearing: Board of Land and Natural Resources Meeting, Friday June 12, 2026 9AM 

 
To: Honorable Chair Kanakaʻole and Members of the Board, 
 
The Surfrider Foundation Hawai’i Region strongly supports moving the proposed amendments 
to Chapter 13-5, Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules, forward for public hearing. 

The Surfrider Foundation is dedicated to the protection and enjoyment of our oceans, waves, 
and beaches for all people. Much of our work in Hawaiʻi focuses on addressing the complex and 
growing challenges our coastal communities face related to shoreline erosion, coastal hazards, 
climate change impacts, beach management, and adaptation. Through this work, we have seen 
firsthand the limitations and consequences of relying on short-term responses to chronic 
shoreline erosion and beach loss. As such, HAR Chapter 13-5 is in dire need of updates to 
more comprehensively address sea level rise, coastal hazards, and evolving shoreline 
management challenges. 

We commend the Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands for undertaking the important task 
of modernizing these rules, and we look forward to reviewing the proposed amendments in 
greater detail and remaining engaged throughout the rulemaking process. 

Given the statewide significance of these rules to our coastal communities, we respectful 
request robust and accessible stakeholder engagement. At a minimum, public hearings should 
be conducted on each major island and include opportunities for virtual participation. Depending 
on the scope and geographic relevance of particular amendments, additional hearings in 
affected coastal communities may also be warranted. Community stakeholders should have the 
opportunity to engage where they live and where the resources affected by these rules exist. 
Place-based engagement is essential to ensuring diverse perspectives are heard and reflected 
in the final rules. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to submit comments on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Hanna Lilley​
Hawaiʻi Regional Manager​
Surfrider Foundation 
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