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                   YAMATO COLLECTION: NHERC 
 

Notice that this 1984 photo shows that there is no window in the parapet. 
 

 
                       YAMATO COLLECTION: NHERC 

 
This is a ca. 1987 photo of Māmane Street showing the Honokaʻa Garage.  
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         YAMATO COLLECTION: NHERC 

 
Ca. 1995 Honokaa Marketplace including a new parapet window (which is not historic, but the 
aperture is repairable) was added for better interior lighting. The side doors and a central window 
were modified to form a single central set of double doors and two side windows. 
 

 
                      PHOTOGRAPH: CAROL STEPHENSON 
 

This 2015 photograph, keeping with the historic character of the building, shows that the former 
left and right service station bays have been modified and are now large plate glass windows. 
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Criterion A– Commerce–Business History at the Honokaʻa Garage 
 

 
 

1912 Hāmākua, S. Kohala Telephone and Telegraph Co. telephone book advertisement. (p. 23) 
 
According to historical business directories, the Botelho business in its original location dates 
from around 1912. M.S. Botelho built and moved into his new “uptown” building and garage in 
1927.  
 
The “downtown” garage became the Honokaʻa Garage, and Ukichi Kuramitsu was the 
proprietor. Kurimitsu had held the lease since 1917, but he was able to purchase the property in 
1934 before the expiration of the lease. 
 
In 1933, John Reineke’s students at Honokaʻa Intermediate School produced a comprehensive 
study of Honokaʻa Town. This manuscript is a snapshot of business activities in the town, and 
especially shows the importance of the automobile and the services provided to automobile 
owners, as well as to transport businesses.  
 

 
 

1933 Honokaʻa Intermediate School student survey of Honokaʻa Town (p. 16). The Botelho 
business had moved “uptown” to its new location in 1927. 
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Tetsuo Nagao, the student author in the Han-Botelho study from Honokaʻa Intermediate School 
1933 (p.16) shows the then-current number of garages and service stations in Honokaʻa. 
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The 1917 Honolulu, Hawaiʻi, City Directory U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989 (p. 554) lists the 
Honoka’a Garage in “Automobile Livery” with Kuramitsu in partnership with J. Igarashi. 

 
 
In 1913 and 1914 Kuramitsu was listed as living in Honokaʻa, but the name is misspelled 
“Kuremetsu” (U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989 1913, p. 1136; 1914, p. 1080). Two years later 
he was living in Honokaʻa and owned the Honokaʻa Livery Service (U.S. City Directories, 1821-
1989, 1917, p. 1228) (U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989, 1917, p. 1229). From 1918 to 1920, the 
directory listed him as proprietor of the Honokaʻa Garage (U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989, 
1918, p. 948; 1919, p. 966; 1920, p. 1024). 
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The 1920 Husted’s, F.M. Classified Business Directory of Honolulu and the Hawaiian Islands. 
(p. 981) lists Kuramitsu as proprietor of the Honoka’a Garage specializing in auto repairing and 
supplies. 
 

The 1921 city directory lists him as “foreman” for the Honokaʻa Auto Company (U.S. City 
Directories, 1821-1989, 1921, p. 1076). Kuramitsu was listed for the first time in 1923 as B.U. 
Kuramitsu proprietor of the Honokaʻa Garage (U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989, 1922, p. 1164).  
 
In 1926 and 1928 he was listed just as Honokaʻa Garage (U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989, 
1926, p. 614; 1928, p. 636). 1928 p. 636), and then there were no further listings. 
 



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
NPS Form 10-900. OMB No. 1024-0018.  
 
Honokaʻa Garage 

  
Hawaiʻi, Hawaiʻi 

Name of Property. . . . . . . . .                            County and State 
 
 

Section 8  page 32 
 

There was a gap in business directory listings, but the Bureau of Conveyances recorded that 
Kuramitsu continued running the Honokaʻa Garage on the leased Lot B property in until 1934 
when he was able to purchase the property. In 1938, the Kuramitsu enterprise continued to 
advertise (Polk-Husted Directory Company. Directory of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaiʻi.  
 

 
 

1938-1939 Polk-Husted Directory Co.’s Island of Hawaii Directory. (p. 672) 
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    HAWAIʻI STATE ARCHIVES 
 

In this May 1955 advertisement in the Island of Hawaiʻi Hawaiian Telephone Co. Directory, the 
first initial is mistakenly printed as “H.” 

 
Franklin Paiva, proprietor of the Honoka’a Garage from 1974 to 1994, recounted that patrons 
were loyal to the garage and service station and that he had over 300 regular customers. 
(Interview, 2016) The same might also have been said for Kurimitsu’s tenure in the Honoka’a 
Garage.  
 
Criterion C–Historical Garage and Service Station Architectural Context 
 
The Honokaʻa Garage is a good example of a 1920’s service station building in rural Hawaiʻi. 
Fortunately, the building was set back enough that there was room for the pump “island” and 
wooden canopy to be erected without demolishing any of the existing building. (see p 19) It is a 
transition design in that its pumps were curbside; however, it incorporates the use of a canopy. 
The building behind the canopy is sufficiently large to accommodate retail activities, and 
mechanical repair and lubrication activities. With its frame construction and false-front it reflects 
the sensitivities of having the service station blend in with its surrounding neighborhood. As 
such it is also architecturally significant as a good example of a wood commercial building 
erected in Hawaii during the 1920s, contributing to the historic character of Honokaa’s 
commercial core.  
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Outside of areas with fire safety ordinances, wood was the most common material used to 
construct commercial buildings in Hawaiʻi in the late nineteenth century and the first four 
decades of the twentieth century. Honolulu passed fire district ordinances commencing in 1888, 
and Hilo in 1913. As a result, the preponderance of wood commercial buildings is found in 
Hawaiʻi’s small towns and pre-date World War II. The wood buildings were usually one to two 
stories in height and often sat on concrete foundations. A number featured false fronts and often 
Italianate-inspired cornices with modillion shaped brackets capping the buildings. Some of these 
buildings were constructed primarily with vertical tongue and groove walls, although some of the 
earlier examples have shiplap siding. Frequently, pent-roofed awnings sheltered the sidewalks in 
front of the buildings, and in the case of the Honokaʻa Garage a prominent semi-hexagonal 
canopy. The façades contained doors to each bay in the building and display windows. These 
openings were often arranged in a symmetric manner. Most of the display windows were single 
pane from 1910 onward. buildings. If one architectural feature predominates in all the Honokaʻa 
Town commercial buildings along Māmane Street, it is the use of totan as a roofing material. 
 
The Honokaʻa Garage, with its façade’s single pane display windows (of a later date) but is 
appropriate to the Territorial period or plantation style commercial building garages. (see list p. 
29) It had open drive-in bays for servicing automobiles. and centered store entry, as well as its 
false front incorporates elements typical of the wood commercial buildings of its period. It is a 
good example of the form as applied to a service station.  
 
Very few service stations from the pre-World War II period remain standing on the Neighbor 
Islands. The only ones which readily come to mind are two in Hanapēpē on the island of Kauaʻi, 
a small masonry station in Pāʻia on Maui, and a wood frame office and canopy building in Hilo, 
although the latter may no longer be extant. The service station at 3771 Hanapēpē Road in 
Hanapēpē is vacant, but like the Honokaʻa Garage, has a hexagonal canopy and a curbside 
service island, with a false front, retail store behind.  
 
Honokaʻa Garage Personage 
 
Ukichi Kuramitsu (1891-1970) 
 
Ukichi Kuramitsu (son of Manzo) was born in Yamaguchi-ken Japan in 1891. Kuramitsu was 
19-years-old when he departed from Kobe, Japan on November 11, 1906 on the S.S. Shibata 
Maru.  
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Above: Kuramitsu’s file card listing his arrival in Hawaiʻi; Below: the “Manifest of Alien 
Passengers” also identifying his arrival in 1906. 
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As early as 1913, U. Kuramitsu was a self-employed driver of an automobile livery service 
transporting passengers in the Hāmākua area. 
 

 
 

The 1913 Honolulu, Hawaiʻi, City Directory U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989. The “Auto 
Livery” listing misspelled Kuramitsu’s name. (p.1136) The same listing was repeated in 1914. 
But in 1916 Kuramitsu is listed as proprietor, Honokaʻa Garage. The 1917 directory still lists him 
as running an auto livery service. All future directory listings record Kuramitsu as proprietor of 
the Honokaʻa Garage. 

 
In 1917 he was the manager and then proprietor of the Honokaʻa Garage. In some business 
directories, he is listed as “Foreman” for the Honokaʻa Auto Company but he is clearly 
established as proprietor of the Honokaʻa Garage by 1923.  
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Kuramitsu’s 1917 Draft Registration Card (World War I Selective Service System Draft 
Registration Cards, 1917-1918, Draft Card 288, Hilo Draft Board) 

 

 
 

The 1920 U.S. Census listing the Kuramitsu family, and Kuramitsu’s occupation as Garage 
Manager. 
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The 1940 U.S. Census lists Kuramitsu as proprietor of an automotive repair shop. Earlier he had 
married Nobu Masakaso, daughter of a Kukuihaele general store proprietor, and it is 
recorded in the 1940 U.S. Census, that they had five children living at home. 

 
Community Involvement 
Besides running a “downtown” garage and service station, from the 1920s on, Kuramitsu was 
also known as a marriage broker. As he was well-known and trusted by the Honokaʻa 
community, his marriage arrangements would have involved knowledge of both intended 
families, and it is possible that Kuramitsu traveled back to Japan to make these arrangements.  
 
An example of a brokered marriage in Honoka’a, Shizue Kotake also entered into an arranged 
marriage with Robert Yoshito Kageyama. The marriage was orchestrated through Mrs. Shiota, 
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Mika Kotake’s best friend and a housekeeper for Frank Fraser, the Bank of Hawaiʻi’s Honokaʻa 
Branch manager (Janet Murakami, personal communications, January 13, 2016). Robert 
Kageyama was a Honokaʻa Nisei (his brother Richard had been Janet’s classmate) and had 
graduated in 1933 from the University of Hawaiʻi (Ka Palapala Yearbook, University of 
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, Honolulu, HI: 1932, p. 67). Through correspondence Shizue finally wrote a 
letter of consent and accepted the marriage proposal. 
 
Buddhist Commitment and the Honoka’a Hongwanji Mission 
On the outskirts of Honokaʻa Town located on the mauka side of the Waipiʻo Road lies the 
Japanese cemetery. In 1941, Kuramitsu created a monument “In Memory of Unknown Pioneers–
erected by Ukichi Kuramitsu, July 28, 1941.”  
 

     
       PHOTOGRAPHS: LAURA RUBY 

 
The Japanese Cemetery monument reads, sangai banrei, in Buddhism, “All the Reincarnating 
Souls.” The Swastika/svasstika in Sanskrit symbolizes good fortune or well-being. The 
monument also has inscribed in English, “In Memory of Unknown Pioneers–erected by Ukichi 
Kuramitsu, July 28, 1941.” Ironically, this was erected a few months prior to the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor and other Hawaii locations.  
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Honoka’a Hongwanji Mission Kyodan President Kuramitsu 
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The Honokaʻa Hongwanji BuddhistTemple Commemoration Booklet illustrates Kuramitsu’s 
dedicated community service: 
 

“Temple activities were almost at a standstill during Reverend Giko Tsuge’s internment during 
World War II. Upon his return in December, 1945, the Kyodan (Honokaʻa Hongwanji Buddhist 
Mission membership) which had been dormant for the duration of the war was revitalized. But it 
was not until 1946 that the various temple affiliated organizations resumed their activities and 
restored them to their pre-war status. During this period Ukichi Kuramitsu, founder of the 
Kuramitsu Garage, was elected the seventh Kyodan president (1948-1952). 
 
“The general reconstruction of the mission became a major issue. In time, the board of directors, 
officers, and followers of the mission concluded that the deterioration of the temple and the 
living quarters was beyond repair. Its rundown condition would quite possibly impair not only 
the sanctity of the temple but also cause disrespect of the Buddhist faith.  
 
“In 1950, a decision was made to build a 40 foot x 80 foot Quonset hut structure, a combination 
gymnasium-social hall. It was erected within two months. The old temple and residence were 
replacd by the present building in 1951 and a dedication ceremony was held in June.” 
(Commmoration Honokaʻa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple [1904-2014], p. 22)” 

 
Kuramitsu, as Kyodan president, was instrumental in these major undertakings to revitalize the 
membership and rebuild the temple structures. 
 
Ukichi Kuramitsu died in 1970 and his wife Nobu died in 1975. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Honokaʻa Garage meets the Registration Requirements set forth in the Historical and 
Architectural Resources of Honokaʻa Town, Haina Ahupuaʻa, Hāmākua District, Hawaiʻi Island, 
Hawaiʻi Multiple Property Submission. 
 
The Honokaʻa Garage is eligible for the Hawaiʻi and National Registers of Historic Places at the 
Local Level under Criteria A (History/Events) and C (Architecture) due to its significance in the 
areas of commerce as a Neighbor Island garage and service station and its period architecture.  
 
The Period of Significance begins in 1914, as first shown in the earliest Sanborn map of that 
year, illustrating both the Japanese theater and auto repair. The Period of Significance continues 
through to the 50-year mark (1968) as a service station. 
 
The Honokaʻa Garage is significant at the local level under Criterion A (History/Events) as 
representative of the development of small businesses outside the plantation hegemony. The 
community benefited from these independent businesses, their policy of "all comers welcomed," 
and the resulting social integration.   
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The Honokaa Garage is also significant at the local level under Criterion C (Architecture). Its 
false front, shiplap siding, entry bays, ample protected canopy and stepped parapet, make it a 
good example of a wood commercial plantation-era building. The Honokaa Garage retains its 
historical integrity in terms of location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling and association.  
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
__x__ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
__x__ Local government 
__x__ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
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Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
1. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property __.09178__________ 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude: . . Longitude: 

 
2. Latitude: . . Longitude: 

 
3. Latitude: . . Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude: . . Longitude: 
 
 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

.                     NAD 1927     or   .     NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone: 5Q Easting: 241890.46 Northing: 2222172.46 
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing:  
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 
5. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 

  

 x 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The property is a rectangle with the smaller sides to the north and south. Measuring from the 
northwest corner of the lot, going clockwise, 37.94 feet x 100.00 feet x 42.00 feet x 100 feet 
to the point of origin. 
 
 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
This is the historic tax map parcel that reflects the construction of the building and its period 
of significance. 

 
 

Tax Map Key number (3) 4-5-16: 049 
 

 
  


