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County of Hawaiʻi Field Book plot plan notes that the Commercial Store and the family 
Residence were constructed in 1925. The garage is measured at 18 feet x 18 feet and was 
constructed in 1939. According to the field book, the concrete basement addition and one room 
addition to the dwelling was added in 1956. 

 
It is not known when the commercial and residential building were joined after 1925, but it is 
likely apparent that keeping dry when walking between the two buildings was preferred.  
 
The four images below show the addition including the understory joining the two buildings. 
 

 
PHOTOGRAPHS: LAURA RUBY 
 

Looking Hilo and makai. 
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Looking Waipiʻo. 
 

 
 

Left: Looking Waipiʻo; Right: Looking makai. 
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The M. Fujino Store Business History  
 

 
       NHERC COLLECTION  

 
This old photo was retouched, hand lettered, and hand colored by the photographer. (nd) Note 
that the small store (the barbershop, among other establishments) was later added on the Waipiʻo 
side. See detail below for the store sign advertising coffins etc. 

 

  
 

The kanji (Japanese calligraphy) read sougu (funeral equipment)–soushiki is 'funeral rites' + 
hanbaisho 'selling place.' 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Matsujiro Fujino Property  Hawaiʻi, Hawaiʻi 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Sections 8 page 24 
 

 
        YAMATO COLLECTION; NHERC 
 

Ca. 1970s. After the Fujino Store closed, Margaret’s Kitchen and then C C Jon’s Snack In’ 
Shoppe occupied the Hilo side of the former Store. Note the small commercial bay at the Waipiʻo 
side of the building which was a barbershop among several establishments. 
 

 

 
   PHOTOGRAPHER: DAVID FRANZEN; STATE HISTORIC DIVISION COLLECTION  
 

Ca.1970s. Ken’s Wholesale occupied the Waipiʻo-side bay, while C C Jon’s occupied the Hilo-
side. 
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          PHOTOGRAPH: LAURA RUBY 

 
This rather ornate counter likely came from a saloon in town. It is not known if Fujino actually 
displayed goods in his Store atop this counter, but it might have been a furnishing used when 
baseball players met to strategize in the then-unfinished basement. A blackboard with a baseball 
diamond was also found leaning against this counter. 
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1927 “General Stores.” Polk Husted Directory, Vol XXXIV. p.777.  
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1928 Directory of Honolulu. p. 602. 
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1933 “Study of Honokaʻa Community in Hawaiʻi by Mary Han and Vivien Botelho” and students 
under the direction of John Reineke at Honokaʻa Intermediate School. 
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“Study of Honokaʻa Community in Hawaiʻi by Mary Han and Vivien Botelho” (1933), and 
students under the direction of John Reineke at Honokaʻa Intermediate School. It is interesting 
that this very reliable source raises three comments: 1) the Honokaʻa Theatre had been purchased 
by Mr. Tanimoto and closed by 1930 with the opening of his Honokaʻa People’s Theatre across 
the street; 2) 1906 is Mr. Fujino’s immigration date; and 3) after 1925, Mr. Fujino continued 
selling coffins from his new general Store.  

 
Apparently the “funeral equipment” was an income producer in 1933 as well as the general Store 
items carried. The Store sold groceries, Japanese silk goods, tobacco, cold drinks, Chinese seeds, 
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candy and shave ice. The Fujino’s were also famous for sending an ice cream truck around town 
on Sundays. The M. Fujino “general store” stood out among the other “Mom and Pop” 
commercial enterprises in that it carried goods that were “niceties.” That is, special items 
displayed or used when there were guests. 
 

 
 

Notice that these items listed in this 1939 Territorial Fair booklet (p.31) advertisement are non-
essential goods that would make a household more visually attractive. These are 
accoutrements/extras accessories such as linens, doilies, and other embroidered or crocheted 
items.  
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After Matsujiro Fujino died ca. 1954 family members continued to run the Store and daughter 
Takeko continued to operate her beauty Salon. The Fujino Store operated on this location from 
1925 to 1957. 
 
 

 
 

1957 Polk Husted Directory (p. 298) lists the family members residing in Honokaʻa. Kise (Fujino 
Widow) continued to run the Store with her daughter Sachiko (Fujino) Ishihara, and her daughter 
Takeko continued her beauty shop enterprise in the adjacent central bay, and her son, Kazutoshi, 
lived at the Residence while serving as the town Postmaster. 
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1940 Directory of City and County of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaiʻi, Vol. XLVI (p. 
744). Takeko opened Takeko’s Beauty Salon in the Fujino Building in 1939 (Polk- Husted 
Directory, 1939-1940 p. 678). She ran the business until her retirement in 1974 (Telephone 
Directory Hawaiʻi. Hawaiian Telephone Company. May 1, 1974).   

 
Since the M. Fujino Store closing in 1957, the Hilo-side of the building has hosted restaurants. 
Margaret’s Kitchen which operated from 1965 to 1971 (Hawaiian Telephone Directory, 
December 1965 through 1969; Telephone Directory Hawaiʻi, May 1, 1970, May 1, 1971) and C 
C Jon’s, opened in that space in 1978. C C Jon’s closed in 2015 when the Fujino heirs sold the 
building. 
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Left: 1965 Margaret’s Kitchen p. 33; Right: C C Jon’s 1973 Hawaiian Telephone Co. Directory 
(p. 146). 
 

 

 
       YAMATO COLLECTION, NHERC  
 
C C Jon’s ca. 1970s. After C C Jon’s closed, Fujino Shave Ice opened serving boba tea and shave ice. 
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        PHOTOGRAPH: ROSS STEPHENSON 
 

Fujino Shave Ice interior. (2018) 
 
Residence History 
Special Japanese Contemplative Aesthetics 
 
Though by all accounts, the Fujino Commercial building and Residence are vernacular 
planatation-style architecture of economical single-wall construction, double hung windows and 
totan roof, the Matsujiro Fujino family valued a special aesthetic for its Residence. Matsujiro 
created a tokonoma (meditation and aesthetic space located usually within a house or temple) and 
pond. He had also installed linoleum rugs by 1939, the confirmation of this are the 1939 
Japanese and American newspapers found under the living room linoleum rug to compensate for 
the slight dip/depression in flooring. 
 
Ma 
 
One of the important concepts of all the Japanese arts is ma, the concept that regarded openness 
adjacent to material objects and structures as equally important in contemplation. In the Japanese 
cultural context, the concept of ma, meaning interval, suggests a wholeness of an event. In the 
Western sense, voids or negative space suggest an absence of presence (distances between the 
physical presence of objects). Ma suggests that all intervals of physical tangible presence or 
intangible presence have reciprocal and integral spatial and temporal importance.  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
Matsujiro Fujino Property  Hawaiʻi, Hawaiʻi 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Sections 8 page 35 
 

Tokonoma (床の間, toko-no-ma) 
The word 'toko' literally means "floor" or "bed"; "ma" means interval or "space." It is the focal 
point of the interior. In the tokonoma all moveable features, calligraphic or pictorial scroll and 
ikebana arrangement of flowers or bonsai in a vase are spatially positioned within the 
architectural features of post, wall, and platform to reflect the seasonal time of the year. 
Asymmetrical balance of intervals is emphasized. The pillar on one side of the tokonoma is 
usually made of wood, especially for the purpose. It might be a raw trunk with bark still attached, 
a twisted post, or a milled straight-grained squared post.  
 
 

     
          PHOTOGRAPHS: LAURA RUBY 
 

Left: The Fujino tokonoma before the living room was repainted and linoleum rug removed. Note 
the natural post, perhaps ohia wood, which brings the natural world into the interior: Right: the 
white painted tokonoma which is now a decorative alcove. (2017) 
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              PHOTOGRAPH: LAURA RUBY 
 
This tokonoma is located in Camelia Garden Tea House in Kyoto, Japan. The translation of the 
scroll is of colorful phoenix flying over the sky. This evokes the colors of autumn. This was 
written by a high-ranking monk. The ikebana is specific for the Genji Monagatari read in the old 
Kyoto dialect on that day in 2018 and is appropriate as this autumn theme suggests story of 
Genji’s mother who passed away in her time. Additionally, the incense container evokes mono no 
aware (the sadness of things) has images of autumn wild flowers and locusts and connects these 
elements in the tea house garden outside with the plants and locust in the story. The leaves in the 
trees quivered and the maples were starting to change. There are five scents or 54 different 
combinations in the kou (incense) box inviting those to combine the scents and the story in Genji 
Monagatari. (2018) 
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            PHOTOGRAPHS: INTERNET IMAGES 
 

Examples of tokonoma that illustrate the aesthetics that Matsujiro incorporated in his 
contemplative spaces: asymmetrical arrangement of the seasonal scroll and ikebana (flower 
arrangement) and natural wood post. 
 

Garden and Pond 
Japanese gardens are also designed to recreate natural imagery within an architectural context. 
Boulders, small stones, grass, plantings, architectural walls, posts, walkways are all created in an 
integration of natural and cultural ma. Further, a garden invites many viewpoints. 
Viewer/participants engage the site over time, whether by walking through it or by sitting and 
moving our heads and eyes. Sounds of water, wind and bird, smells of earth and plants, tactile 
temperature shifts, humidity and varied walking surfaces, and changes in light and shade 
additionally engage. Some aspects of the garden are hidden, for example one rock obscuring 
another. Memories and imagination from previous or, as-yet-future, points of view may be 
evoked to shape the participation. (Laura Ruby. “Interplay in Expanded Fields.” FATE in 
Review, 1993). 
 
A traditional garden might have an irregular-shaped pond or water course. Stones are part of an 
aesthetic design and are often placed so that their positions appear natural and their relationships 
harmonious. Among the features are rocks that appear to have been eroded by waves. Other 
kasei-gan (rough volcanic rocks) appear to represent mountains. This is a subtle, idealized view 
of nature. Small benches or pavilions along the garden paths provide places for rest and 
contemplation.  
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          PHOTOGRAPH: ROSS STEPHENSON 
 

This garden has been altered from original pond creation by the Fujino family when it was 
intruded by the county sewer pipe laid ca. 1970s. The lattice work covers the pipe. The laundry 
sink, in adaptive reuse, was added in 2017. 
 

The Fujino pond is essentially a concrete rectangle with specially selected rocks punctuating the 
pond edges. It is not known if koi (carp) or goldfish swam in the pond. The Fujino pond is meant 
to be viewed and contemplated from the bench on the Residence lanai. 
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                   PHOTOGRAPH: LAURA RUBY 

 
This asymmetric garden at the Camelia Garden Tea House in Kyoto has irregularly placed rocks 
and a meandering water course. (2018) 

 
Fujino Residence Interior Furnishings  
 
Also, above and beyond the vernacular plantation style housing was the special attention to 
interior furnishings. Some of the Western aesthetic elements are door hardware, girts/rails and 
crown moldings with milled profiles, and linoleum rugs. 
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Door Hardware 
 

 
   PHOTOGRAPH: LAURA RUBY 

 
An interior door between the Fujino living room and a bedroom. Doors as well as door frames in 
this Residence were plantation style, but Matsujiro installed, simple, though dressy, enameled 
doorknobs throughout. 
 

 
PHOTOGRAPH: INTERNET IMAGE 
 

Porcelain doorknobs with iron rosettes. 
 
Moldings 
 
Most 1920-1930s plantation-style commercial and residential buildings had simple, rough-hewn 
girts/railings measuring approximately 1 inch x 3 inches. Molding for many of the decorative 
Fujino residential girts were placed as a visual consideration rather than applying rough-hewn 
rectangle cross-section girts. The carpentry method was to use dado blades or router “knives” for 
cutting profiles. Modest crown moldings were also visual furnishings for the Residence. 




